
 

 

The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this new century will bring? Use 
examples and details in your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of 
mammoths on the walls of his cave to these days when he can create beautiful pictures and even make 
coffee by use of computer technologies without leaving his favorite chair. The 20th century made huge 
steps in developing computer technologies and reached many goals that made our life much easier. What 
should we expect in the 21st century? 
 
First of all, I think that the pace of our life will speed up: we will move faster from one place to another, 
from one continent to another using high speed jet airplanes. Second of all, I believe that we will be able 
to do many things that take much time now without leaving our house. Computers will be everywhere 
including out clothes. Many people will have chips and mini computers inserted in their heads to hold 
huge amount of information and have a quick access to it. 
 
But what will be the most amazing thing in the 21st century is the flights to the outer space and Mars that 
will be available to all people. Scientists say that Mars has many things similar to the Earth's. Moreover, 
they say that with the help of modern technology people can artificially create conditions that will allow 
people to live there on the constant basis. 
 
To sum up, I am sure that many amazing changes will be brought by the 21st century. Furthermore, I 
think that with the help of the contemporary technologies people can do many things that were even 
difficult to imagine a century ago. So, nowadays it is rather difficult and even impossible to imagine all 
changes that will happen in the next decades. 
 
 



 

 

Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. Others say 
that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which viewpoint do 
you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
I think that everyone can divide all advertising products and services into useless ones and useful ones. It 
is like looking through an information desk when you pay attention to those messages that interest you. 
Take me for example. 
 
I do not like jewelry. It does not mean I do not have it at all, I have a couple of inexpensive rings as gifts 
from my parents. I just think, people pay too much attention to this stuff. I believe it is the result of mass 
advertising. Every day when I am watching TV, listening to the radio or reading the paper I notice many 
ads about getting an expensive ring, chain, necklace or ear-rings. From my point of view these kinds of 
advertising contaminate people's minds. In this case you are encouraged to buy things you do not really 
need. They make you believe you need such products in order to succeed or be happy.  
 
From the other side, I think that advertisements of the new detergents with up-to-date formulas to help 
you maintain your cloth in perfect conditions, the new cars with some extra futures that make your 
traveling more comfortable and sports goods that make your life healthier may help you to improve your 
life.  
 
Recently my husband and I saw an ad on the Internet about a very interesting and inexpensive vocation 
to Japan for a week. Is not it awesome? We like traveling. So now we are planning to find out more about 
it and, may be, make reservations. I belief that without advertisements we would be unaware about plenty 
of oppotunities that may make your life happier, easier and less stressful. 
 
My point is that every person has his own scale of values. So if he is vegetarian he will consider an ad 
about meat products useless for him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can tell you a lot about a 
country. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Every country has its own culture and traditions. There is no doubt that an advertising campaign 
conducted in Russia will not have the same affect here in the United States.   Let us take for example 
advertisement of food and restaurants.   
 
A huge amount of fast food stands suggest their services for breakfast, lunch, dinner and supper here in 
Houston. The competition is very strong. Every week you get in your mail-box an envelope with different 
types of discounts in exchange for visiting them or ordering pizza. Watching TV you are also from time to 
time invited to visit a restaurant in order to taste some delicious food.  It is not because it is easy to make 
money cooking but because the demand for such service is high. First of all, people like to go out 
sometimes to have dinner with friends. Second of all, it is often impossible to drive home for lunch. It can 
be time consuming.  
 
As for Russia, it is a great tradition to have dinner at home with the family and go to the restaurant for big 
holidays. Additionally fast food is not popular in Russia. So you will see advertisements of yogurts, coffee, 
dairy products and juice instead of  restaurants and fast food stands. 
 
In conclusion I would like to add that in order to succeed in advertising campaign especially on the 
international market company must know traditions, language and history of the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child’s development. 
What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to 
support your choice. 
 
People learn and develop throughout their entire lives. I think that in our modern world it is very essential 
to be familiar with computer technology. So, if I had a chance to give a child a gift it would be a computer. 
I think that computers play an essential role in our lives and they bring many benefits to our society. 
Moreover, children can learn by use of computers. In the following paragraphs I will give my reasons to 
support my answer. 
 
First of all, by use of computers children can play many games, which help to improve children's ability to 
think logically, think about their next step, etc. Moreover, playing games develop many important qualities 
such as attention, patience, persistent, etc. Second of all, computers help children to learn more about 
anything by use of Internet. They can find new friends even from another country. Children will improve 
their communication skills, gain more knowledge and experience. Also, children have a great opportunity 
to learn more about other countries, their history, traditions and customs. Finally, computer skills can help 
a child to find his or her first job. A child can find an ad in the Internet about a job offer or he or she can 
make a resume and place it in the Internet. Personally, I think it is a great experience and big step 
forward towards a future career. 
 
In addition to those practical benefits, computer technology helps children to do their homework faster. 
They can type their data into the computer, easily check the grammar, correct mistakes and then print it 
out. Moreover, there are plenty different kinds of educational programs that can help children learn how to 
read, write, draw and even how to behave and speak a foreign language.  
  
To sum up, I believe that children should learn how to use computer because this knowledge will help 
them in the future to be more self-confident and enterprising. Furthermore, computers can greatly 
improve and simplify their lives if children know how to use them. 
 
 



 

 

Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use specific 
reasons and details to support your choice. 
 
If I was asked where I would I prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building, I 
think, I would hesitate to answer. This question, from my point of view, is a controversial one. In the 
following paragraphs I will analyze both these options and present my view. 
 
From the one side, living in a modern apartment building brings many benefits. First of all, it is cheaper 
then living in  a traditional house and paying different kinds of fees I am not familiar with. For instance, 
my friend, who recently bought a new house for his family, said me that it is much easier to live in an 
apartment and I tend to believe him when I see his bills. So, living in an apartment will definitely help me 
to save some money. Second of all, since I live alone I do not need a big house with many rooms. I just 
need a bedroom and a living room where I can take my guests and have my work place. Another 
important benefit of living in an apartment is that I will not have to buy much cumbersome furniture in 
order to furnish all rooms.  
 
However, living in a modern apartment building can have a few disadvantages too. Firstly, it can be noisy 
and, secondly, I will not have any privacy outside my apartment, for example, in a pool or gym. 
 
From the other side, living in a  traditional house have some advantages too. For example, I can have my 
own pool, gym and a garden where I can relax and be alone. However, living in a house is usually more 
expensive and requires more time to maintain a house. For instance, I will most likely have to hire 
someone to mow my lawn and clean my pool not to mention all household tasks inside the house. 
 
In conclusion, I think at this moment I would prefer to live in an apartment. It can help me save some 
money and allows me to spend more time studying because I will not have to do many household tasks. 
 
 



 

 

If you could study a subject that you have never had the opportunity to study, what would you 
choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details. 
 
If I would have the opportunity to study a subject I do not know yet I would choose to study the outer 
space. I have a Bachelor degree in Management and I like to have the possibilities to work in this field. 
However, I was always interested in the space exploration.  
 
I think, it is a very interesting and challenging job to work on a space ship, gathering different kinds of 
information, probes and specimens. Many people think that these kinds of experiments are a waste of 
money and time. Nevertheless, I believe that humankind is making steps forward by domesticating space. 
We need to know what is beyond our solar system. We need to know what is beyond our universe.  
 
Another important aspect of studding the space is that scientists are always about to make new 
discoveries there and they do them. I think it is a great feeling to give people new knowledge, 
opportunities and experience. Scientists often find  and study new constellations, they launch satellites 
and monitor them from land. 
 
When I was a child I collected stamps and cards with a space subject and I dreamed that someday I 
would be able to make a flight into an outer space. However, my plans changed but my dream has not 
vanished. I believe that in a few years people will be able to visit the space just like they go to a museum 
now. 
 
To sum up, I think  that studding a space would give me self-realization, more opportunities to grow and 
more goals to achieve. 
 
 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for 
example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on 
television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
The issue whether to attend a live performance or enjoy watching the same event on TV is a controversial 
one. However, in my opinion an intermediate position can be taken. I base my suggestion on the following 
points. But before I begin I think I need to clarify what kind of live performances I like.  I mostly attend 
concerts and prefer to see sport events on TV.  
 
First of all, watching an event on TV can bring many advantages. One can relax and settle in his favorite 
chair, eating a cake or having a drink. One does not have to spend time driving to the place where an 
event takes place. Also, he does not spend money on a ticket. Moreover, sometimes sitting in front of a 
TV set one is likely to see more interesting parts of a show more clearly with the help of an operator. 
Second of all, the weather is no longer of that importance. He does not care that it is rainy or chilly 
outside.  
 
From the other side, attending a live performance has many advantages too. Firstly, people can enjoy the 
songs as they are in a real time. Personally, I like to attend a live performance because they give much 
positive energy and many beautiful moments. Frankly, watching a show at home does not give me that. 
One can enjoy loud music, the closeness of his favorite stars and shout the songs he likes.  
 
  
In summary, I prefer to attend live performances in the case of a concert and show. However, in contrast, 
I prefer to watch sport events on television at home. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that 
are about real events, real people, and established facts. Use specific reasons and details to 
support your opinion. 
 
Some people think that fiction books have no use at all. They claim that people should read about real 
events that took place, real people, and established facts. I have to totally disagree with this statement. 
From my everyday experience and observation I can stand that fiction, miracles and fairy tails are 
required in our life. For several reasons, which I will mention below, I believe that fiction books play an 
essential role in our life. 
 
First of all, it is kind of difficult to imagine a six year old child reading about politics or history with the real 
facts that are not always pleasant. I think that children need miracles and Santa Claus because the real 
world is too complicated for them. They are too innocent and inexperienced to know the real facts and 
understand what is a real life about. In addition, I am sure that making a child read only non-fiction books 
can result in shock. In addition to these benefits,  
 
Second of all, following this statement about refusing from reading books about fiction events we also 
should refuse from festivals, parades, and celebration such holidays as Halloween because most of the 
characters there are fictional. Moreover, comic books will disappear as well as animated films and fiction 
movies. The disadvantage of non-fiction lies in the facts that nothing happens to excite the mind and 
spirit. From the other side, fiction provides a great slope for a mind to think creatively. 
 
In conclusion, I think that people need miracles. We can not be satisfied with only naked truth. Human 
kind must believe in something and this believe helps people break limits and make new inventions. 
 



 

 

It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast 
knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which 
source is more important? Why? 
 
People are learning and practicing through their entire life. I believe that life experience and practice are 
the basic reasons of the humankind's evolution. However, in my opinion, knowledge gained from books 
plays a very important role in the modern life. 
 
The most obviously important advantage of books is that they hold all knowledge gained by previous 
generations. People write books about their discoveries and inventions, which are gained through 
practice and experience. This knowledge is accumulated in books that are passed from generation to 
generation. So, basically, people get all knowledge about the previous achievements from books, analyze 
it and than, according to their experience and new data, write new books. In this case, books are the 
holders of humankind's experience.  
 
For example, at old times people thought that the Earth was flat. It was concluded from observations and 
studdying.  However, the next generations, using the experience of their ancestors, proved that the Earth 
was round. 
 
Personally, I think that books are very important because they are able to give people the basic and 
fundamental knowledge. Books store history, the important events and discoveries. Without them it is 
difficult and sometimes impossible to move forward, make new discoveries and inventions. 
 
To summarize, I think a person should take basic knowledge from books because it will help him to make 
his own inventions, conclusions and discoveries. Only using both books and one’s experience one can 
move forward. 
 
 



 

 

It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or damage the friendship. Do 
you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your answer. 
 
I think that borrowing money from a friend has some negative aspects and can harm or damage the 
friendship in some cases.  For example, a person borrowed some money from his or her friend and did 
not return it. However, I believe that borrowing money from a friend and returning it on time can not harm 
friendship. Moreover, it even can strengthen the relationships between them. For several reasons, which I 
will mention bellow, I think borrowing money from a friend and returning it do not damage the friendship. 
 
I think that borrowing money from a person who is close to one is normal. Imagine that someone needs 
help and no doubt that his or her friends will offer it. For example, when my friend asks me to baby-sit her 
child while she is taking her classes I agree because I know that she desperately needs my help in order 
to finish her degree and save some money. Furthermore, I am sure that she will be there for me if I need 
help. The same thing is with the money, sometimes we borrow money from each other but we always 
return it to each other. I think it is very important to return money borrowed from a friend. I am glad that I 
can lend her some money when she needs it because I am sure that she will return it as soon as 
possible. 
 
In addition, I believe that when friends lend and borrow money from each other it means that they trust 
each other. However, I cannot disagree with the fact that money often can cause the end of the 
friendship. For example, a person, who borrowed money from his or her friend and did not return it, will try 
to avoid any contacts with the second person. At the same time, a person who lent the money to his or 
her friend and did not get it back will have more likely an unpleasant feeling about the situation too. As a 
result friends will fall apart. 
 
In conclusion, I think that borrowing money and returning it will help to keep friends together. 
 
 



 

 

What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and 
examples to explain why these qualities are important. 
 
Many people have to work under somebody's supervision. In most cases an employee does not choose 
his or her boss, unless a supervisor is elected. In the following paragraphs I will list the most important 
qualities of my "ideal boss". 
 
First of all, he must be impartial. I believe that it is very important to make a technical decision, think about 
somebody's promotion, etc. impartially. For instance, my friend is a supervisor on a dairy mill. It is his 
family's business so a lot of his relatives work there. But he never promotes someone because he or she 
is his family. I think it is a good quality for a boss. 
 
Second of all, my "ideal boss" must be honest, patient and attentive. He should pay attention to people's 
feelings, encourage them by increasing their salary, listen to their suggestions about improving  labor 
conditions and productivity. For instance, if he does not satisfied with the result he should understand the 
origin of the problem and explain people how to fix it. In addition, he must know how to solve conflicts that 
can arise between employees. 
 
Another important quality of a boss is the ability to choose the right decisions and to learn on somebody's 
mistakes.  
 
Finally, I think a good boss must value his or her employees because the profit directly depends on the 
people who work there.  
 
In conclusion, I think a good boss should be able to make his people enjoy the work they are doing and  
encourage their diligence. 
 
 



 

 

The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people think that 
your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the advantages and 
disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details in your 
discussion. 
 
I think it is a great idea to build a new university in my community. However, I think it is a controversial 
question whether the building of a new university will bring only benefits to our community. In this essay I 
will analyze advantages and disadvantages of this issue and present my view in favor of establishing a 
new university in my community. 
 
From the one side, establishing a new university in my community brings many benefits. First of all, a new 
construction means more job opportunities. I think it would be good for my community because many 
people have to spend much time driving to their work day in and day out because they could not find a job 
in our neighborhood. Second of all, a new university is a good chance to meet new people and I like this 
opportunity. Many students will live in our community. Finally, if a new university is built in my community 
there is a big chance that I will be willing to enroll in it. I think it is great because it is not far from my place 
and I do not have to move to another part of the city. Another important aspect of this is that people from 
my community will have a chance to use new libraries and facilities of a new university. For example 
some people can take courses and classes there. 
 
From the other side, building a new university can bring some disadvantages. A new construction means 
noise, traffic jams and different kinds of pollution. In addition to these disadvantages, many young people 
in our community can cause more noise especially in the evenings. 
 
To sum up, I think that I would support the decision of the government of establishing a new university in 
my community despite a few disadvantages that could follow this construction. I believe that a new 
university will increase a chance of many young people to get a higher education, gain more knowledge 
and experience, which will help them to succeed in today’s world. 
 
 
 



 

 

A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss 
the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or 
oppose the factory? Explain your position. 
 
I am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. I believe that building a large factory near my community has 
advantages as well as disadvantages. In the following paragraphs I will list basic benefits and losses that 
will be brought by a new factory. 
 
For several reasons, I think that a new factory will not be a good addition to my neighborhood. First of all, 
factories often bring pollution. They are prone to contaminating the local air and water. Second of all, 
factories make noise. Another important aspect of building a new factory near by is that it will make the 
local traffic heavy. As a result of this, the amount of traffic congestions will increase, as well as 
contamination of the air. So, all these obviously will not make one's life happier and healthier in my 
community. 
 
From the other side, I believe that a new factory will bring some advantages to my community. First of all, 
it will bring new job opportunities. Many specialists will be required to work there. Second of all, I think 
many local community facilities will have to be renovated to obtain reliable supply of water and electricity. 
So, some old pipes may be changed. Another important benefit of this is that the local roads in order to 
manage the increasing traffic will be rebuilt and widened. 
 
However, I do not think that listed above benefits are worth all these troubles including water 
contamination and the constant pollution of air. From my point of view all factories must be built far from 
the people communities because they can be really harmful for people's health.   
 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should do anything they can 
to make a profit. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 
I do not agree with the statement that businesses should do anything they can to make a profit. I state my 
opinion on the following points. 
 
First of all, every company must have its moral code. It means that a company should treat its clients 
properly and respect their rights. Of cause a company may lose a part of its profit but security of its clients 
must be on the first place. Otherwise, clients will switch to another company and never be back. For 
instance, a few years ago "Jonson&Jonson" produced a new type of painkillers. Unfortunately, this 
product was not tested properly. As a result of this many people died and received injures. The president 
of the company made a crucial decision to call back all painkillers from all distributors and pay to all 
injured customers for their treatment. It cost a lot of money for the company but it saved its image and 
clients. It was a very difficult decision, but the president of the company understood that it would cost him 
even more in the future because he would not be able to return clients' respect. Loosing customers 
means for a company loosing its profit. 
 
Second of all, in order to succeed in the modern world companies have to compete with each other. Many 
companies lose  their profit decreasing prices on their products. They do not aspire for extra profit but for 
clients' satisfaction. Companies do it because they want their products sold and their customers satisfied. 
They offer discounts, free delivery, free service, free Internet access, good return service, etc. All these 
are done to make their old customers happy and attract new clients. 
 
To sum up, I think a company, which the only goal is profit will not succeed nowadays. Otherwise, 
companies that respect their clients and want to see them satisfied will make a fortune. 
 



 

 

Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their lives to 
stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. 
Which approach do you prefer? Explain why. 
 
 
Some people like to live in the same house, have the same job and habits all their lives. However, others 
aspire to changes and new experience. Personally, for the several reasons, which I will explain bellow, I 
prefer the first approach to life.  
 
First of all, changes in one's life bring many benefits. One tries new things, gains new knowledge and 
experience. I think it is great because without changes life becomes boring. I always try to make changes 
in my life. Moreover, when I feel that my life is boring I do not feel well about it. I feel like I spent those 
days for nothing. I did not do anything exiting, I learnt nothing interesting and I just waisted my time.  
 
Second of all, people need changes. Furthermore, we need obstacles to overcome and reach our goals. I 
believe that changes make us stronger, more persistent, more self-confident, and more patient. Also, I 
feel that all people who succeeded in life like changes and new experience because it is impossible to be 
the best at some field without perfecting the present knowledge and gain new experience. People catch 
every opportunity to learn more and change their life for the best. 
 
From the other side, people who like their lives to stay the same are very permanent. They have the 
same job all their life, the same habits, the same week-ends and even the same years in years out. I think 
it is boring. What will they tell their children about their lives? What kind of contribution will they make for 
the society? I think such people are just afraid of changes.  
 
I think curiosity and aspiration to the new experience are two of the main reasons of human evolution. 
People always wanted to break limits and gain more knowledge and experience. So, people who enjoy 
change are the engine of human development. 
 



 

 

Some people think that children should begin their formal education at a very early age and 
should spend most of their time on school studies. Others believe that young children should 
spend most of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree with? Why? 
 
People learn through their entire lives. Curiosity was always the basic characteristic of a human being. 
We always want to break limits and learn more. At this point some people think that children should begin 
their formal education at a very early age and spend most of their time on school studies. This will help 
them to succeed in the future. However, for several reasons, which I will explain bellow, I think that 
children should not study at a very early age.  
 
Of cause, children who begin to study at a very early age have more chances to succeed in the future. 
They gain more knowledge and experience which are priceless and valuable. In addition, studying more 
now they will give them the opportunity to perfect their knowledge in the future and become better 
professionals. 
 
However, I think that every child must have his or her childhood. Children should learn through playing 
and communication with their friends and parents. I think that such basic qualities as kindness, self-
confidence and just a good sense of humor can not be gained from studying. Children should more time 
spend with their family, playing and learning with their parents. Imagine that a child instead of playing with 
his friends does his homework and feel exhausted and tired. Another important aspect of this is that 
children at their early ages need more exercise because at this age the development of their body is a 
very essential aspect. Children first of all must be healthy. 
 
To sum up, I think that children should have their careless childhood with no responsibilities. Moreover, I 
am sure that playing helps them develop not only their bones and muscles but their ability to make 
decisions, analyze things, make conclusions, which is very good  for their future. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching television is bad for children. 
Use specific details and examples to support your answer. 
 
Some parents believe that watching television is bad for their children. So, they try to restrict their children 
from watching TV. However, other parents think that there is nothing bad in watching TV. Personally, I 
think that watching TV brings children only benefits unless they spend in front of TV set less then a 
couple of hours daily. For the following reasons, which I will mention bellow, I believe that television plays 
an essential role in child's development. 
 
First of all, television helps a child to extent his or her range of interests. Children can find out many new 
things and make many exiting discoveries for themselves. In addition to these practical benefits television 
improves children's vocabulary, their memory and gives them the opportunity to gain more knowledge. I 
think it is very essential for a child. Of cause, someone can say that there are plenty of different recourses 
of information such as books and teachers. But, I think, in our modern world children  must learn faster 
and use all contemporary technology in order to succeed. 
Second of all, watching cognitive programs helps children to learn more about wild life, our environment 
and about the importance of preserving our forest and wild animals that live there.  
 
Scientists say that a child should not watch TV more then 40 minutes successively. For example, my 
mother always made us have a break after watching TV more then half an hour and let our eyes rest for 
several minutes before turning on the TV again. I think it is the best solution. 
 
To sum up, I believe that television gives children and all people the opportunity to learn what can not be 
learn from books. Television and movies in particular allow people to feel the reality and see what they 
will most likely not be able to see in their lives. Personally, when I was a child I liked to watch cognitive 
programs about wild animals. Unfortunately, my family had only one TV, but these programs were the 
only ones we all wanted to watch. So, we gathered in our living room and watched them in complete 
silence and I always remember those moments with a smile on my face. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should begin learning a foreign 
language as soon as they start school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
position. 
 
Language is the best means of communication. In the modern globalization era it is not enough to be able 
to speak one language to communicate with the outside world. I strongly support the idea that children 
should begin learning a foreign language as soon as they start school. They faster become familiar with a 
strange language, improve their hearing ability to understand new words as time goes by and learn new 
words. In the following paragraphs I will list some reasons to support my position. 
 
First of all, if one wants to see outcome soon, one must start sooner. So, the early children begin to learn 
new language the better will be the result. Scientists say that a child does not confuse two different 
languages but learns them more effectively. 
 
Second of all, adults are often afraid to make mistakes when they are speaking in a new language. This 
fear is one of the biggest barriers for a person in his efforts to speak freely. Otherwise, children do not 
afraid of making grammatical mistakes because basically they just repeat words and sentences in the 
way they hear them. Also, children have a better chance to get rid of an accent. They faster get used to 
the right pronunciation and better feel the melody of a language. 
 
To sum up, I think that it is very essential for children to begin learning a foreign language in their early 
ages. It is brings many benefits such as great pronunciation. Also, it help a child develop and gain more 
knowledge which is good for a long run. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow students to 
study the courses that students want to study. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your opinion. 
 
The question whether high school should allow students to study the courses that students want to study 
is the one that is open for debate. Some people believe that students in high school should have the right 
to study the courses they like. However, other people disagree and stand that teenagers can not totally 
be sure what they like and what they need to know at their age. In this essay I will analyze these points 
and present my view in favor of people who believe that some courses must be required to study by 
students. 
 
From the one side, having a chance to choose what one likes to study can bring many benefits. First of 
all, a student can be better prepared for the career he likes because he can spend more time studying 
what he is interested in. Second of all, students will learn with more enthusiasm because they will learn 
what they like.  
 
From the other side, teenagers often can not completely understand what they want to do in the future. 
So, given a chance to choose, they can choose classes, which are easy to learn and do not take much 
time to study. As a result of this after graduation many students can be unprepared to enroll in 
universities and, of cause, make careers. Personally, I think that some courses such as mathematics, 
literature, writing English must be required for studying by students. This will helps them to gain more 
knowledge and experience, develop ability to think logically, improve writing skills, etc. So, students will 
be better prepared for the real world and independence life. 
 
To sum up, I think that high school should have required courses because it is essential for a student to 
have a good base for the future life. Required courses as a rule are more complicated but they give the 
opportunity for students to extend their range of interests and help them to develop many important 
characteristics such as self-confident, persistent, patience, etc. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important 
influence than parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to 
support your answer. 
I can not completely agree with the statement that classmates are a more important influence than 
parents on a child's success in school. In this essay I will first focus on the reasons why I agree with this 
statement and then list a few points why from my opinion in some cases is not true. 
 
From the one side, classmates have a significant influence on child's behavior and his or her success in 
school. First of all, children spend much time at school. Classmates have many things in common such as 
age, interests, homework and classes after all. So, they discuss their impressions about a new teacher, 
solve problems together, learn their homework, gain new knowledge and experience and even make their 
own discoveries. Sharing all these makes them closer. Some of them become friends and they spend 
after-school time together. In addition friends tend to copy each other's habits and manners. For instance, 
my little sister became friends with the girl who did not have good grades at school at that time. It does 
not mean she could not have better grades; she just had many friends who did not care about their 
grades. So, when they started to spend their time together and share their interests, girl's grades 
improved. They did their homework together, shared their dreams and exciting moments. From this point I 
must agree that classmates can change child’s attitude towards school. 
 
From the other side, parents have a great influence on children' success in school too. For example if 
parents show an interest in their child's progress and talk to him or her about the importance of learning I 
think their child will listen to them and do his or her best.  
 
Personally, I believe that relationships between parents and a child play an essential role in child's 
success in school. If these relationships are close and wholehearted I am sure that parents should not be 
afraid of bad influence from the outside. 
     

 



 

 

Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed 
primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 
 
 
Different people like different types of movies. Some people like to watch a movie that makes them think.  
They prefer movies with a murder investigation or some kind of intricate plot. Other people prefer movies 
that make them laugh. Personally, I like more comedies, but sometimes my husband insists on  watching 
a fantastic or a scary movie just to diversify our repertory. 
 
Comedies make one laugh. People can just relax, buy a bottle of coda and some popcorn and enjoy 
those moments. It is a means of eliminating stress and tension. Usually, we go to the movie theatre once 
a month because in this case we always find new comedies to watch.  I like those moments when it is 
dark and one just can enjoys the actions from a large screen. 
 
I do not want to say that I do not like movies that make me think. Sometimes I really like the plot or 
performance. For example, "Traffic", a movie about drugs and young people, is very touching and topical. 
From my point of view, every family should watch this movie together and discuss the important aspects 
of it. One more example of this kind of movies is "Mister G". It is about a little boy who needed a surgery 
to live. His heart did not work properly, so a boy needed another one to survive . Basically, the movie is 
about a family that faces many difficulties and obstacles, trying to save their only child. I think that 
humankind needs such movies. First of all, they help people enjoy their life and be grateful. Second of all,  
they help people realize that they are a big family. 
 
In summary, I think that every movie must teach us be kind, strong and grateful. 
 
 



 

 

When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to complain in 
writing and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you prefer? Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your answer. 
 
It is rather difficult for me to answer the question how I prefer to complain: in writing or in person because 
sometimes I just do not have a choice. For example, if I order a product using the Internet from another 
state or even country I will more likely have the opportunity to speak to a representative of a company in 
person. So, in some cases I choose to speak in person and in others I prefer to complain in writing. 
However, I believe that every option has its advantages. 
 
From the one side, complaining in writing brings many benefits. First of all, one does not have to spend 
his precious time driving, waiting for his turn and talking with a representative. He can just send mail or 
e-mail and get all explanation he needs.  Second of all, I think it is the best way to avoid an unpleasant 
conversation. Personally, I do not like to complain about anything especially, in person. Finally, 
sometimes it is impossible to have a face-to-face conversation because a company which provided a 
poor product or service is too far away. 
 
From the other side, complaining in person has some benefits too. First, this type of complaining provides 
an immediate feedback. So, if I have some complains about company's products I will receive all 
information and explanation right away. However, sending a company a letter and getting a feedback can 
take more then a month. Second, face-to-face conversation is often more effective. People talk to each 
other, see each other facial gestures and body movements, which can tell a lot about a person. In 
addition to these practical benefits, in the case if one can not receive creditable explanation from one 
representative he always can require to talk to another person. For instance, my husband recently had 
some extra withdraws from his account by his bank and he was not aware of it. So, he went to the bank 
and explained to the bank's representative the situation and they together found the solution and those 
money was given back to my husband's account. I think, in this case face-to-face conversation is the best 
way to complain and get feedback fast. 
 
In conclusion, I think that if I have to complain about a product or poor service I will do it in person. 
However, if face-to-face conversation is impossible I think I have nothing left but to send a letter or write 
an e-mail there. 
 
 
 



 

 

Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say 
that computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Some people say that the invention of computers is one of the greatest humankind's inventions. However, 
other people think that computers make their life more stressful. I agree with those people who think that 
computers brought many benefits and play a very important role in our modern life.  
 
First of all, every company nowadays uses a computer to store its data and make different kinds of 
operations. It is very difficult to imagine life without computers. A company would have to store millions of 
papers and documents. Moreover, a customer would have to wait hours to check his balance or get a 
piece of information about his transactions at his bank, while an employee was looking trough those 
papers. Another important aspect of this is that people are able to type all their information, make 
corrections, print or send documents using computers. It makes life much easier. One can spend the rest 
of the time watching TV with his family or working on something new. 
 
We use computers every day sometimes even not knowing it. When we go to a store and use our credit 
cards many computers process our information and perform transactions. When we need to get some 
cash we use money access machines that are computerized too.  
 
Second of all, computers provided a great means of communication - the Internet. I think it is the most 
easiest and cheapest way to get in touch with relatives, friends, business colleagues, etc. Nowadays the 
world becomes smaller and smaller. When I was a little girl, I could not imagine that it would be possible 
to communicate with people from all around the world in so easy way. A person can get latest news, 
become friends with someone from another country, find his old friends, ask for a piece of advice, etc. 
 
Finally, in addition to these practical benefits people can shopping without leaving their house. They just 
use an Internet access, a computer and their cards to make a payment. It is kind of difficult to imagine 
that a few years ago people had to spend their time in lines buying tickets. Now, a person can choose a 
destination, company, date and time and get tickets delivered to his door. I think it is amazing. 
 
To sum up, I believe that computers made our lives easier. They change our attitude towards life. I think 
with the invention of computers people became closer and friendlier. 
 
 



 

 

It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the 
contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of 
contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your 
answer. 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I think that artists as well as scientists brings many 
benefits to society. It is a controversial question weather the contributions of artists are more or less then 
the contributions of scientists to the society. For several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that 
both types are valuable, priceless and irreplaceable for every society.  
 
The contributions of artists to the society are very essential. Art forms people's spiritual sense, their views 
and personalities. People learn history, the traditions of their country trough the art. We also watch 
movies that entertain and at the same time extend our range of interests.  Another important aspect of 
this is that art is an ancient means of communication. In old times people depicted the herds of 
mammoths on the walls of their caves. They performed different rituals around the fireplace asking their 
gods for health, good harvest and weather. Our language is a result of people's need to communicate. 
 
From the other side, the contribution of scientists is could not be exaggerated. All humankind is indebted 
to the scientists because of their work and achievements. Scientists make our life easier. We have cars 
and airplanes to move fast from one place to another. We have microwaves and a bunch of preprocessed 
food to make the cooking much easier. We have different devices that simplify all we do. Finally, 
scientists are making great achievements in medicine that make our life longer and happier. Nowadays 
people have a great opportunity to do many things faster by use of computers. 
 
To sup up, I believe that artists nourish our souls when scientists and technology feed our minds. So, we 
can not eliminate or underestimate one of them. 
 



 

 

We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what are 
some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and 
specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important. 
       
A large number of people spend most of their time  at work. Our life is divided into three equal parts: 8 
hours - sleep, 8 hours - work, 8 hours - family time. So, in the most cases, one's co-worker plays an 
important role in one's life. From my opinion, the essential characteristics of a co-worker are the following. 
 
First of all, a person who works closely with me must like his job. I think it is very important for a person to 
feel satisfaction with his job. My husband is a software developer. He is fond of his job and people enjoy 
working with him because they see how many energy he puts into his job.  
 
Second of all, my co-worker must be persistent and never give up. I like when people who came across a 
problem try to solve it, find a good decision instead of looking for another person to hand it over. Another 
important aspect of this is that a good worker should always ask himself  "What can be improved?" and 
suggests new solutions. 
 
In addition, he must be a good team player. In the modern world good communication skills and the ability 
to work in a team are among the common position requirements. Personally, I think it is great to help 
each other, share new ideas, develop new solutions, etc. It helps to create a team spirit and improve a 
labor productivity. 
 
Finally, my co-worker must be punctual. He or she should finish the job on time  I think that It is 
unacceptable to make the rest of a team wait while a person finishes his or her job. Also, my "ideal 
co-worker" should always be ready to offer his or her help and be supportive. 
 
To summarize, I think if a co-worker possesses all of these qualities mentioned above he can make work 
with him really enjoyable and productive. 
 
 
 



 

 

Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event would it 
honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support 
your answer. 
Every country has holidays. If I could create a new holiday it would be "Day of Health". I belief that many 
countries already have this day, but I think that my day will be more beneficial because it  will be 
celebrated at the beginning of every month. In this essay I will give the reasons and outline the benefits of 
this holiday. 
 
First of all, to celebrate this day people do not have to go to a restaurant or to a movie, but they will go to 
the nearest park and celebrate it by walking, jogging, line-skating or bicycling. Some people will go to a 
fitness center or a pool. Smoking will be prohibited everywhere on this day.  Also this will be a day of 
healthy food, fresh squeezed juice and a lot of smiling faces. This day will inspire people with energy for 
the rest of the month. 
 
Second of all, people will be called to use their car as  less as possible in order to prevent the air 
pollution and to keep air fresh. Every car has a large impact on the environment. People often drive their 
car to the nearest store to buy food when they can spend 5 minutes more and get there by foot or bicycle. 
 
Finally, "Day of Health" will help people to relax, to slow down the pace of their life. Life is very stressful 
these days. People are competing for better job, companies and countries are competing for a market 
and business. So, this day will help people to enjoy the moments of their life, to leave their troubles 
behind and appreciate all they have. 
 
In summary, I belief my holiday would make people friendlier, healthier and happier.  
 
 



 

 

Describe a custom from your country that you would like people from other countries to adopt. 
Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples. 
 
In our modern stressful world we often forget about our customs and traditions. However, I think that 
people should keep their traditions because they help to remember our forefathers and value the beautiful 
moments we have in our lives. 
 
In my country we have a great custom called "Maslenica". It is a holiday, which is celebrated at the end of 
the winter. Many people gather on the biggest square of the city and see of the winter. They say to the 
winter good-bye and ask the spring to change the winter. They celebrate the beginning of the life when 
everything starts to grow.  
 
People at this holiday bake pancakes and treat each other with them. Also, many people gathered on the 
square play different games. For example, the most well-known game "pulling a rope" subsists in that two 
teams pull a rope. The winner is the team, witch has a longer rope. Other people craw on the icy pole. 
People have fun at this holiday even if they just observe those games and do not participate. 
 
In conclusion, I am sure that "Maslenica" would benefit many countries all over the world. People have 
the opportunity to relax, leave their troubles and worries behind and have fun. Also, this holiday helps 
people to find out more about each other, communicate and meet new people. In addition to those 
practical benefits, "Maslenica" helps people to slow down their life pace and enjoy the present moments 
that are irreplaceable and beautiful. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an important role in a 
culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Dancing is one of the ancient means of communication. People of every country have their own national 
music and dances. In old times people perform special rituals to make bad spirits go away and ask gods 
for fertile soil, good harvest, health and good weather. So, dancing plays an important role in a culture. 
Moreover, dancing of a particular country reflects its traditions, customs and history. In the following 
paragraphs I will give my reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, the reason why dancing of a particular country is so unique because many art forms are put 
together. People need music, costumes, singers to perform, players and of cause dancers. Each of these 
art forms is unique and singular for every country. In old times people gathered to celebrate or mourn and 
every occasion had its own music and costumes. For example, ancient tribes painted their faces with ugly 
and strange patterns, put on colorful clothes and make strange movements around the fireplace. 
 
Second of all, dancing is a combination of body movements that are peculiar for every nation. People of 
different nations have different bodily movements because dancing is one of the first means of 
communication. People differently express their feelings such as happiness, sadness, joy and sorrow 
though movements of their bodies. 
 
To sum up, I think that dancing keeps people's traditions alive through the ages. 
 



 

 

Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous activities? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Nowadays many people attracted to dangerous sports and other dangerous activities. From my everyday 
experience and observation I think it is a result of dramatic changes in people's life.  
 
Just imagine at old times men had to hunt for food, fight, face many challenges and obstacles. Now our 
days are quite ordinary with a cup of coffee, donut, computer, desk table and TV. Basically, we do not 
have to straggle every day for our life and we have nutritious meal without any efforts. So, all we have to 
do is to contemplate out life. However, I must confess it can be boring. All improvements created for the 
past centuries made our life easier. Nowadays people look for adventure. They want to face a challenge, 
prove themselves something, conquer the world, etc.  
 
Personally, I think that every person sees different goals in doing dangerous activities. Some people want 
to add some stress and tension to their lives. From the other side, other people want to eliminate stress 
and tension gained from their everyday lives. They can forget about all troubles and leave them behind. I 
believe that dangerous activities give one freedom, happiness, feeling of independence and tone. 
 
To sum up, I think that dangerous  sports and activities are irreplaceable in our life. Without them out life 
would be miserable and boring. 
 



 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives should 
make important decisions for their (15 to 18 year-old) teenage children. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your opinion. 
 
Parents are in most cases our first teachers and friends. From my everyday experience I have to agree 
with the statement that important decisions should be made by our parents or adult relatives. In the 
following paragraphs I will give my reasons to support this statement. 
 
First of all, teenage children have the tendency to live in their own fantasies. They does not clearly 
understand the rules of a real life. When I was 18 years old I thought that the world was perfect and 
everything seemed to be simple. Teenagers are basically inexperienced, they aspire for independence 
and try to make their first steps towards  freedom. I think that it is like starting to walk when a baby needs 
its parents for support. An independent life is a big and significant part in a person's life. So, my point is 
that it is very important to make this step right. 
 
Second of all, I think that parents have right to interfere in their children's lives. They need to know what 
kind of friends their children have and how children spend their spare time. For example I had an 
eighteen years old friend who got really angry with his parents when they prohibited him to be friends with 
a young man. Somehow his parents found out that that young man was occasionally taking drugs. That 
man was dead in a year because of drug abuse. After that accident my friend thanked his parents for that 
interference. 
 
Finally, I think teenage children should be more open-minded with their parents. It will help them to make 
the right choice and avoid many mistakes. 
 
To sum up, I believe that young people should trust their parents because they wish their children only 
the best. 
 



 

 

Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all students. 
Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. Discuss these 
views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why. 
 
People learn through their entire lives. They constantly improve their knowledge and develop. I think that 
a college or university education should be available to all students because every person has the right to 
choose the way to self-perfection. Bellow I will give some of my reasons to support my position. 
 
First of all, every person should have the chance to get a higher degree, gain new knowledge and 
experience. However, some people believe that higher education should be available only to good 
students. I think it is silly. It is like to make unavailable traveling for one who does not have IQ high 
enough. 
 
Second of all, some young people do not do well at school but they have great personality and ability to 
learn. They are self-confident, persistent and patient. With these qualities they can get higher grades then 
their classmates who are talented but lazy. Imagine for example situation when a teenager gets high 
grades because his or her parents constantly make him or her study and help to do most of the 
homework. In this case a child does very good at school but I think a college can show the opposite 
results. 
 
Finally, it is a discrimination against students to make available higher education only for good ones.  
So, if a students does poor and gets low grades he/she should be sent down. But if a person was never 
given a chance to try himself/herself at college what to do in this case? 
 
To sum up, I think that all young people should have the chance to get a higher education. To take or not 
this chance must be up to them.  
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Modern technology is creating a single 
world culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of 
mammoths on the walls of the cave to these days when he can chart with someone on the other side of 
the globe. Modern technology is rapidly changing the world's living standards that results in creating a 
single world culture. New technologies including Internet, television, electronic media, means of 
transportation, etc has a great impact on creating a similar culture all around the globe. Bellow I will list 
my reasons to support my opinion. 
 
First of all, Internet and e-mail have changed the way people communicate to each other. Internet brought 
many benefits. It is a new means of communication, a fast access to information and news. People 
communicate with each other, share their ideas, happiness and difficulties. We have a great opportunity 
to find out more about countries and their history. 
 
Second of all, the modern means of transportation allows people to move from one place to another very 
quickly. A few centuries ago it was impossible to imagine to wake up in one country and fall asleep in 
another.  
 
Finally, as a result of all mentioned above the boundaries between countries, their traditions and customs 
are erased. Many people migrate during their lives. Some of them are looking for a better place to live, 
others want to get new experience and knowledge or just  pleasure. So, many families are created 
between people from different countries. Traditions fuse and evolve into other ones or just vanish. 
 
To sup up, modern technology has a great impact on the way people live now. It is creating a new single 
world culture where traditions and distances are no longer of that importance. 
 
 








 


 


How do movies influence people’s behavior? 
 
 
I believe that television and especially movies are one of the major and outstanding achievements of 
humankind. I like movies. They help you leave your troubles behind, relax and enjoy your life. I must 
confess that most of all I like comedies and historical films. Comedies make me laugh and if I am not in a 
good mood they help me to cheer up. As for historical movies because it is interesting to find out more 
about some historical events.  
 
Every movie makes an impression on people. How big this impression depends on a person, his 
characteristic features, his weak and strong sides. For instance, my sister likes serial “Friends” and she is 
a fan of “Chandler”. I can not say she looks like him after all she is female but they have a lot in common. 
She is smart and resilient. She makes faces just like he does. She has a similar sense of humor and she 
tries to imitate his habits.  It is like she has a very close friend who is on the other side of the screen. 
 
As far as I am concerned, I am terribly afraid of dark. Last time my husband and I were watching a scary 
film called “Spiders”. It is a horror movie with the large spiders creeping around and killing people in the 
dark. The only light in our apartment was the dim light of the TV screen. So when the movie was over I 
could not fall asleep. I heard rustling of dry leaf and it seemed to me that millions of spiders were crawling 
towards my bed.  I felt tingles down my spine. For several days I was afraid of every shadow and every 
rustle reminded me of that disgusting noise. 
 
In conclusion I want to point that movies have great influence on people’s behavior and it is not always 
positive. 
 








 


 


People listen to music for different reasons and at different times. Why is music important to 
many people? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 
 
Music plays an essential role in our everyday life. We listen to music every day and even sometimes do 
not realize it. There are many resources where we can listen to music. We listen to the radio while driving 
our cars. We turn on the TV and watch movies where music influences our mind and makes people's 
tremble at the fear. For several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I believe that music is important to 
humankind. 
 
First of all, music is one of the best way to relax after stressful day. Many people prefer to listen to music 
in the evenings. For example, my cousin likes to listen to the classic music. He has a great collection of 
CD disks with many famous musical compositions. In old days people gathered around a fireplace and 
played and listened to music.  
 
Second of all, music often helps people to cheer up. Personally, when something is bothering me I prefer 
to turn on my radio and listen to some of my favorite songs. It helps me to feel better about everything, 
leave my troubles behind and enjoy my life. I am sure that many people will agree with me on this issue. 
 
Finally, music plays an essential role in different ceremonies. For example, I think it is rather difficult to 
imagine a wedding without solemn music or the Olympic Games without anthems. 
 
In conclusion, I think that music is the unique language, which is understood by everyone all over the 
planet. Music is a great way of communication and people all over the world listen to the music of other 
nations and understand what an author wanted to tell by it.  
 
 








 


 


Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good 
neighbor? Use specific details and examples in your answer. 
 
I think that my neighbor at least must be friendly. In the morning when I meet my neighbor he or she 
should greet me and wish me to have a great day. Also, it would be great if he did not smoke. I do not 
smoke and I do not like to smell a smoke from cigarettes in the morning in my bedroom if I leave the 
windows opened. A few years ago I lived in a small community. One of my neighbors smoked every 
morning in front of my windows while his dog was trampling down a beautiful  lawn. It was really a terrible 
experience, because I did not need my alarm clock to awake any more. I was awake exactly in a few 
seconds  after my neighbor began to smoke.  
 
From my point of view, the ideal neighbor must always be ready to offer help. For instance, If I need to go 
somewhere he would offer me to baby-sit my children and borrow his car. One more thing, I think it would 
be great if he picked up my mail and watered my plants while I was on vocation.  
 
Finally, I think that good neighbors are those who become friends.  
From my opinion it is sufficient.  
 
However, if talk about my "ideal" neighbor I can add some extra qualities. First of all, he should allow me 
to listen to loud music. I think it would be great if he did not call a police if I decided to turn on my radio 
fully in the late evening or in the early morning. Second of all, my "ideal" neighbor should allow me to use 
his backyard for my party. I understand that it is almost impossible to find such a good neighbor, but if at 
least half of my requirements are satisfied I will appreciate it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? One should never judge a person by 
external appearances. Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
 
I believe that one should not judge a person by external appearances while he does not know a person 
well.  When we meet a person for the first time we unconsciously make a first impression about him. 
Some people believe that the first impression about a person is the right one. However, from my everyday 
experience and observation I can stand that external appearances are often illusive. I can give several 
reasons to support my opinion. 
 
First of all, different people have different opinions about an importance of person's appearance. Some 
people dress, behave themselves, wear haircuts to make an impression, feel better about themselves 
and even to make self-realization. But this does not make them kinder, clever and more experienced. 
Unfortunately, people tend to associate these qualities with external appearances. 
 
However, other people do not care much about their appearances. Personally, I do not care about my 
clothes as long as they are clean, knit and comfortable. But, to tell the truth, I often judge a person by his 
external appearances. I can not say it is wrong. I think that it is normal as long as it is just the first 
impression. I think that people should remember that a first impression can be replaced by another one 
very quickly, which is not always the better one.  
 
When people begin to communicate and get to know each other, the first impression is replaced by the 
deeper one. One begins to see the bad and good sides of a person under his clothes, make up, and even 
manners. 
 
To sum up, I believe that one should not judge a person before one gets to know him well. 
 








 


 


A university plans to develop a new research center in your country. Some people want a center 
for business research. Other people want a center for research in agriculture (farming). Which of 
these two kinds of research centers do you recommend for your country? Use specific reasons in 
your recommendation. 
 
In my country, Russia, I think that the question about whether to establish a new research center in 
business or in agriculture is a controversial one.  
 
First of all, because I think that both these centers must work together and cooperate. For example, a 
business research center can collect information about what kind of cereal people prefer more and how 
much of it they consume every year. Then this information can be used by  an agriculture research 
center, which in its turn will provide the company engaged in farming with essential information. 
 
Second of all, it is rather difficult to decide which research center will bring more benefits to my country. 
From the one side, business research center can make very interesting and essential research for the 
economy of the country. It can gather information about the small business in the country, about 
consumer's preferences and what can be done to decrease the state debt. When I was in my third year in 
the university we (I and my classmates) make research regarding how many people use urban 
transportation every day and how much they spend on it monthly. I was really an amazing experience. 
We calculated numbers, learnt how to make conclusions and suggestions. From the other side, an 
agriculture research center can be very helpful in studying the conditions, under which the harvest of 
wheat or potato can be better or the quality of vegetables can be improved. The increased harvest of 
wheat will bring more money to the companies engaged in farming.  
 
With regard to mention above, I think that if I would have to choose what research center will be more 
useful for my country it would be an agriculture research center. Because, nowadays I tend to think that 
good harvest is more important for people of my country than knowing how advertising influence the 
people's behavior. 
 








 


 


Some people think governments should spend as much money as possible exploring outer space 
(for example, traveling to the Moon and to other planets). Other people disagree and think 
governments should spend this money for our basic needs on Earth. Which of these two opinions 
do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
 
Curiosity is one of the great qualities of a human being. A man always wanted to break the limits and 
learn more. Curiosity cased many inventions and discoveries made by man. Nowadays a huge amount of 
money is spent on exploring outer space. Some people think that governments should spend as much 
money as possible on space researches. However, others disagree and think that this money should be 
better spent on people's basic needs. Personally, I think that this question is a controversial one. For 
several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that an intermediate position can be taken: 
governments should continue invests money in space research but this money should not be spent very 
carefully. At the same time, governments should spend more money on uplifting the living standards, 
improving facilities, developing the modern technology and helping people in need. 
 
Exploring outer space without any doubts will bring important results in the future. But nowadays we do 
not move much forward. Humankind made a huge step in exploring the space a half of the century ago. 
So, my point is that money should be spent very carefully.  
 
From the other side, I think that nowadays the Earth and people need more attention then ever. People 
breath polluted air and drink contaminated water. Many animals are at danger of disappearance. People 
suffer from hunger, diseases and poverty. I think that governments should pay more attention to these 
problems, mentioned above. They need to create programs for saving the environment and animals. 
Another important aspect of this that governments should sponsor more programs connected with the 
improving educational system. 
 
To sum up, I believe that we should not stop exploring outer space but we need to make our Earth 
healthier. 
 








 


 


Some people prefer to work for themselves or own a business. Others prefer to work for an 
employer. Would you rather be self-employed, work for someone else, or own a business? Use 
specific reasons to explain your choice. 
 
Basically, people work for money and self-realization. However, some people prefer to be self-employed 
and others prefer to work for an employer. These two options are very different ones and I did not make 
my choice yet. I think that each of them has its own advantages and disadvantages.  
 
Working as an employee brings many benefits. First of all, one can spend more time with his family 
helping his child do his homework, fishing with the whole family, etc. Second of all, one has less 
responsibilities. He just does his job and does not care about the market, competitors and expected profit. 
One taking a vocation can forget about all troubles, relax and not worry about who does his job during his 
absence. Finally, an employee can always find a more interesting job with a higher salary. 
 
From the other side, be self-employed have many benefits too. First of all, one knows the more he works 
the more he gets. Another important reason of being self-employed is independence. One does not have 
to report to anyone except one's self. However, in addition to these practical benefits one gets more 
responsibilities to take care of.  
 
To sum up, I think that be self-employed is not as easy as it may seem. A person must be self-confident, 
strong, patient. He must know exactly what he wants and be ready to sacrifice all his spare time to it. I 
have a family and at this moment  I am not sure that I am ready to sacrifice my time to the job. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Obviously, the first teachers we have in our lives in most cases are our parents. They teach us to speak, 
walk, ride a bike, behave ourselves etc. From my everyday experience and observation I can totally agree 
with the statement that parents are the best teachers. In the following paragraphs I will try to support my 
answer with some reasons and examples. 
 
First of all, I would say that parents are our very first teachers. They with great patience pass down the 
essential knowledge that we need in order to join "the real world". Children often copy their parents' habits 
and traits because children are sure that parents do only right things. Often children's first wish is to be 
like their mother of father. Parents are the best teachers because they wish their children a success and 
they do not teach them bad things. 
 
However in order to succeed in today’s world children need more than just to know good manners and be 
able to read and write. They need real teachers who would teach them logic, mathematics, literature, 
foreign language, management etc. Moreover, they need to communicate with the children of the same 
age. Adolescence is a period when children learn more from their friends then from their parents. At this 
age many young people reject their parents' advices and warnings. They begin to learn from their own 
experience, make conclusions and analyze their first mistakes. It is very important for parents in this 
period to be supportive and patient. Children may slam door and refuse to do some things because they 
want to feel independence.  
 
Another important aspect of this is that parents are the first people who must worn their children about the 
danger of drugs and cigarettes and how to avoid and say "No" when they need to. In the modern world 
parents must talk with their children about everything because it can save their life and make them 
happier. So, the role of parents is really important because it gives the strength and understanding the 
real world. 
 
In conclusion, I think that parents are the best teachers because they give their knowledge that can not 
be taken from books when it needs to be known by children. 
 
 








 


 


When people move to another country, some of them decide to follow the customs of the new 
country. Others prefer to keep their own customs. Compare these two choices. Which one do you 
prefer? Support your answer with specific details. 
 
People may choose to keep their old traditions from their native country or to accept new ones. Keeping 
the old customs will help one to overcome the cultural shock and the change of the environment. From 
the other side, accepting the new traditions will help one to adapt and make new friends with residents. In 
this essay I will give different reasons why people decide to follow the customs of the new country or to 
keep their own customs. 
 
If one is from the country with strong and old traditions, I think it will be rather difficult for him to adapt to 
the new customs and moreover to reject his own. That is why some people from the same country try to 
live together and to create their own community where the old traditions are kept. They can not break the 
customs that were created by their ancestors. For example, some nations are restricted in certain kinds of 
food by their traditions. So, they do not go to the restaurants unless their traditional food is served there. 
Some nations according to their customs have to wear certain types of cloth because their religion tells 
them to do so. 
 
From the other side, if one is from the country with traditions similar to ones of the new country it will be 
easy for him to adopt and to follow the customs of the new place. He will not feel much difference. 
Probably, the most difficult part of his relocation will be to accustom to the new climate. 
 
I think that people of the new country are friendlier when they see that foreigner follows their customs. I 
belief that traditions of every country deserve respect, especially, when one lives there. In summary, I 
think that every country has its own beauty and if one wants to find out more about it he will love it. 
 








 


 


In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. 
Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay. 
 
 
Statistics shows that people are living longer now. There are several reasons for this.  I will point out a 
few of them below. 
 
First of all, a few hundred years ago mankind suffered from many different kinds of diseases which are 
very well cured now. The achievements of contemporary medicine allow people to live with artificial arms, 
hands, legs and even hearts. Recently I read a few articles in the magazines about a man with an 
implanted artificial heart and a woman who had an implanted chipset in her head to make her happier. 
Additionally, many viruses are defeated nowadays with the modern vaccines and many pills help us to 
relief pain. 
 
Second of all, the conditions of live are greatly improved. A man chiefly does not have to sleep on the wet 
and cold ground, defense himself from predators in the wild forests and fight for his life. The wide 
extension of fast food stands, buffets and restaurants gives people the oppotunity to have full and 
nutritious meal whenever they need to.  
 
Many entertaining centers offer a wide variety of services where you can leave your troubles behind and 
just relax. 
 
All of these things mentioned above allow people to maintain healthy life, spend more time with his family 
and friends and make their life longer and happier. 
 








 


 


Do you agree with the following statement? People are never satisfied with what they have, they 
always want something more or something different. Use specific  reasons to support your 
answer. 
 
 
"People are never satisfied with what they have, they always want something more or something 
different". I would have to agree with this statement entirely. Our life would not be so full and exiting 
without goals. In this essay I will give different reasons why I agree with the above statement. 
 
The dissatisfaction, needs and want start in a very young age. A child is never satisfied with his toys, he 
always want more new ones. Scientists say that if one gives a child a familiar toy, he will play it for awhile 
and forget about it. In the case one gives a child a new toy, he will become more enthusiastic and play it 
two days.  
 
Ones we grow older our goals became less material. A son or a daughter  wants to get mother's 
approval of father’s pride. He or she may achieve this by getting high marks at school or by helping them. 
Ones we grow old enough to take care of ourselves our goals change. First of all, we want to be happy 
and succeed, secondly, we want our parents to be proud of us.  
 
Some people think that rich people have everything they need and they have nothing to wish for. I think it 
is not true. The more money one has, the more one wants and can afford. Besides, there are some things 
no one can buy like love, friendship and health. So, a rich person may want to loose some weight and 
looks like some guy from a cover of the magazine or he wants to go out with a girl who is not interested in 
him and his money. 
 
In my opinion life would not be worth living without goals. If people would be satisfied with all they had we 
probably would have to live in caves. So, it does not matter how many goals were achieved we will find 
new ones in order to accomplish them all over again. 
 








 


 


Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that 
it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your 
essay. 
 
People are learning through their entire life. Our first teachers in most cases are our parents. They teach 
us to walk, speak, behave ourselves, etc. They with great patience pass down their knowledge and 
experience to their children. There is no doubt that we need our parents to learn essential things. Parents 
giving their knowledge prepare children to join the "real world". So, at this point we need teachers to learn 
some basic things.   
 
When children go to a school or college they have there  many teachers who help them study more 
difficult and complicated things. Personally, I think that young people need teachers because in most 
cases they basically do not understand yet the importance of learning some "uninteresting things" such as 
logic, literature, grammatics, etc. So, teachers keep children on track and sometimes make them learn. I 
think, at adolescence young people need teachers because they help them develop and improve 
themselves in order to succeed in life. 
 
However, I believe that when a person is no longer a child and he has a job and lives an independent life  
he can choose how he is going to study. As for me, my choice between studding by myself or with 
somebody's  help  depends on a teacher. If a teacher has very interesting lectures and gives many 
examples from different resources I will attend his or her classes with great pleasure. However, if a 
teacher has dry and boring lectures and does not try to make them interesting I will get some books and 
study this subject by myself. It saves me time and probably some money if I take books in a library.  
 
So, basically, some teachers can give their students so much in a short period of time that it is worth to 
spend one's time attending lectures. At the same time, from my point of view, other teachers can not give 
me the knowledge I need at my pace. 
 
 








 


 


Businesses should hire employees for their entire lives. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
 I would have to completely disagree with the statement above. In the following paragraphs I will outline 
the basic concepts of my position. 
 
First of all, I will least the major disadvantages for employers. On the today's market a company must be 
very flexible in order to compete with other firms. So, imagine the situation when a company can not fire 
its employees to stay on the market. It will lead to loosing not only a profit, but the clients, market share 
and competitive ability. Now, imagine the situation when a company is growing fast, everything is good 
and the next few years are going to be excellent. So, employers need more people to extend the 
production. However, nobody can tell what will happen in a few years. In this case, employers will be 
afraid to hire new people and extend their business because they will not be able to fire them if something 
goes wrong. Another important aspect of this is that a company can not have the best employees. It can 
not hire the better one without dismissing another employee.   
 
What kind of disadvantages will have an employee in exchange for this kind of job security? First of all, it 
will be very difficult to find a job if one is not the best, because an employer does not want to spend 
money on one's education. Besides, employer will not have a chance to fire one if he does not do his job 
well. Second of all,  employees with this kind of security tend not to perfect themselves because after 
they are hired they  can not lose their job.  
 
In conclusion, I would like to add that this statement has some positive aspects too such as constancy, a 
strong spirit of the company, etc. This system takes place in Japan and some  companies succeeded in 
it. But I think that the reason of it subsists in the Japanese traditions, the particular cultural features, 
habits and customs.  However, on today's market here in the United States a company can not afford to 
hire employees for their entire life. 
 








 


 


People learn in different ways. Some people learn by doing things; other people learn by reading 
about things; others learn by listening to people talk about things. Which of these methods of 
learning is best for you? Use specific examples to support your choice. 
 
People learn through their entire lives. Some people prefer to read many books and gain knowledge from 
them. Others prefer to learn from their own experience. Also, there are people who prefer to learn from 
others by listening to their advice and analyzing their mistakes. For several reasons, which I will mention 
bellow, I think that each of these ways to learn new things has  many advantages. Personally, I think that 
the combination of these ways is the best way to learn and gain more knowledge and experience. 
 
Undoubtedly, learning by doing things is the best way to learn. First of all, one can gain his own 
experience, which is priceless and valuable. Moreover, some things are impossible to learn without 
practicing. For example, when children learn how to read they can not perfect in it without everyday 
practice. Or when a student learn how to type on a computer. He can not just listen to someone or read 
books about it and then type very quickly. Many things in our life require practice and own experience. 
Personally, I think that mostly I learn how to do  things by doing them not by reading about them. 
 
However, there are some things that are impossible to be learnt by doing them. For example, students 
learn many things from the books and other different recourses like Internet, magazines, newspapers and 
even through conversations. Take for example our history or space exploration. People learn about them 
from books and TV programs. We can not get back in time and experience different historical events 
except that we do it in our imagination. 
 
In conclusion, I think that the combination of these ways will give the best results. However, there is no 
doubt that personal experience is priceless and irreplaceable, because it gives the great opportunity to 
analyze one's mistakes, make conclusions and avoid them next time. So, in my case I try to learn thing by 
doing them if it is possible and if it is not then I use other ways to lean them. 
 








 


 


Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat 
food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone any changes from the time when he had to haunt for food to these 
days when he has to buy it. Some people prefer to buy fresh vegetables, meat and fruits and prepare 
food at home. However, other people prefer to skip that step with cooking and have dinner at a 
restaurant. I think that both of these choices have some advantages and disadvantages. Bellow I will give 
some reasons to support my answer. 
 
Personally, I do not like fast food. So, my choice is always between a restaurant and my home. First of all, 
I would like to say that cooking is a great tradition. It helps people to relax, reflect on some pleasant 
moments while peeling or cutting the vegetables. It is a means of eliminating one's stress and tension. 
Second of all, sometimes I do not want to have something too complicated for my dinner. I just want to 
have light food like a salad and a glass of milk. So, one of the reasons why I like to eat at home is 
because I can have what I want at this moment. One more great things about eating at home is that I can 
sit in front of the TV and watch an interesting program or a movie. Finally, having dinner at home allows a 
family communicate with each other, be closer  and share some good and bad moments that happened  
earlier that day. Besides, eating at home is a great way to save some money. 
 
As for restaurants, I see some positive aspects about eating there too. First of all, I sometimes get tired 
from peeling, cutting, washing, frying, etc. It does not mean I do it a lot. Sometimes I just use the 
microwave and a preprocessed food that I bought earlier. I want to have something more delicious than I 
have in my refrigerator, something that is time-consuming to prepare at home. So, for me it is a good 
reason to go to a restaurant. There one may meet old friends or just has a great time listening to music 
and tasting some delicious meats.  
 
Also, restaurants are a good place to celebrate something. One does not have to prepare food for all 
friend who are coming, wash dish, put in order all that mess after the party, etc. 
 
In conclusion, I think that it does not important where one has one's dinner. What important is that it must 
be full and nutritious. 
 








 


 


Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully. Others choose not to make 
any plans at all for their free time. Compare the benefits of planning free-time activities with the 
benefits of not making plans. Which do you prefer - planning or not planning for your leisure 
time? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice. 
 
Nowadays people have so many things to do that they almost always do not have enough time for it. 
When we go to bed we carefully think and plan our next day and it continues day in and day out. We 
wake up, recollect our checklist with things to do and in a few minutes we are already in a car on our way 
to the office. Often people do not have time for themselves. So, when people have some spare time  they 
want to use it wisely. Some people prefer to plan activities for their free time very carefully. However, 
others prefer not to make any plans. In this essay I will analyze both cases and present my view in favor 
of planning free-time activities. 
 
From the one side, not making any plans and just letting the time pass by for some time have some 
benefits. First of all, a person can just relax, enjoy the beautiful moments, spend his or her time with loved 
ones, watch a movie, listen to relaxing music, observe the flowers in bloom from the window, contemplate 
about his or her life and just slow down the pace of life. I think it is a very good way to eliminate one's 
stress and tension and just leave all troubles and worries behind. 
 
From the other side, careful planning can bring many benefits too. First of all, one can travel. However, 
traveling requires some planning to be made. For example, one most likely will need a hotel room. So, the 
reservation should be made beforehand. Also, it is wise to check one's car to avoid breakdowns and have 
an uninterrupted worry-free trip. Second of all, planning one's activities allows to spend one's free time the 
way he/she likes. For instance, if I want to play tennis on incoming week-end I will certainly make a 
reservation for a court because in this case I will not be disappointed with the waste of my time.  
Personally, I prefer to make plans for my free time because it allows me to spend my vacation or 
week-ends the way I want it. 
 
To sum up, I think careful planning allows people to derive maximum benefits from their free time. 
However, I must confess sometimes I allow my self just to stay at home with my friends and family and 
not make any plans. 
  
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Playing a game is fun only when you win. 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Playing games is one of the most effective ways to eliminate stress, tension and to learn many things. 
However, I know some people who like to play only when they win. Personally, I agree with those people 
who play games in order not to win but to have fun. So, for several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I 
have to totally disagree with the statement above that playing a game is fun  only for one who wins. 
 
First of all, I think that people should understand the main reason of playing a game. In old times people 
gathered and played different games. It was a great way to find out more about each other, to 
communicate and learn new. Nowadays, I think that the reason why people play games is the same. 
 
Second of all, in addition to the mentioned above benefit playing games is a perfect way to gain more 
knowledge and experience. It is not important who wins but it is important that everyone makes 
conclusions and learns to analyze one's mistakes and tries to avoid them next time. 
 
Finally, mental and physical games help to develop brain and body. Mental games improve one's ability to 
think logically, make conclusions and analyze. Also, it improves one's memory. From the other side, 
physical games help to strengthen one's bones, develop muscles and improve one's health.  
 
Of cause, I must confess that it is fun to win and feel the victory. However, I think that the participation in 
a game is more important then the victory itself. People play games to relax, to eliminate stress and leave 
their troubles behind and gain more knowledge. One more reason why people play games is that 
avoiding games or playing them only when one is sure that he is a winner does not make one better. Only 
when people see their mistakes they can work on them and reach their goals. 
 








 


 


Many parts of the world are losing important natural resources, such as forests, animals, or clean 
water. Choose one resource that is disappearing and explain why it needs to be saved. Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
As human's population is dramatically rising every year, people's requirements are increasing too. We 
need more food, more fresh water, more place to live. As a result of this many parts of the world are 
losing essential and sometimes irreplaceable resources, such as forest, animals, or fresh water. In this 
essay I will focus on the threat of disappearing many wild animals. 
 
The reason why I think that animals should be preserved is that all living creatures on this planet are 
connected with each other. So, the disappearance of only one species can cause dramatic changes in 
the planet and even death of many other living creatures. For example, the disappearance of bats will 
cause the huge increasing of insect population and this will reflect on all animals and plants. Another 
example is that if the population of bats increases, the population of insects will decrease significantly, 
and this will cause the disappearance of many plants because insects are the main pollinators. So, I think 
it is very important to preserve all species on our planet and live in harmony with our environment. 
 
Another important reason why I think that animals should be saved is that I, personally, do not want my 
child to learn about different animals from books and not be able to see them alive. I think it is shameful  
for humankind to explain our children that we are the reason why those animals disappeared. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to say that the issue about losing important natural resources is topical and 
open for debate nowadays. I believe that together people can make a difference. From my point of view, 
the first problem we should find a solution for is human's overpopulation. As I mentioned above people's 
demands are growing and this means we consume more and more natural resources. The second 
question, which is on the list of most important issues, is pollution including the air pollution, water 
pollution, etc. 
 








 


 


Should a city try to preserve its old, historic buildings or destroy them and replace them with 
modern buildings? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
Some people think that old, historic buildings are no need for the city and they should be destroyed and 
replaced with modern ones. However, other people believe that historic buildings must be preserved in 
order to know and remember our past. For several reasons that I will mention bellow I agree with those 
people who want to preserve old, historical buildings. 
 
First of all, by preserving historical buildings we pass our history to our future generations. I think that out 
children should know their history, learn from it and respect it. People need to know their traditions and 
customs, which are priceless and irreplaceable. Our history is our knowledge and power. From my 
opinion we need to preserve and restore historical buildings. By destroying them we show our disrespect 
to our forefathers and their traditions. 
 
Second of all, by by preserving historical buildings a city can attract many travelers. Welcoming tourists a 
city can get many benefits including money, which can be spent on preserving historical buildings as well 
as on improving roads and facilities.  
 
Also, many tourists means a lot of new business opportunities. Another important aspect of this is that 
businessmen will be willing to build new recreational centers, hotels, movie theaters, shopping centers to 
make a city more attractive for travelers.  In addition to those practical benefits, many people will have 
the opportunity to get a job. All this is good for the economy of the city.  
 
To sum up, I believe that preserving old, historical buildings can bring only benefits to a city and all 
humankind. 
 








 


 


When students move to a new school, they sometimes face problems. How can schools help 
these students with their problems? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer. 
 
When a student moves to a new school he or she can face some problems. I think that almost all people 
had to move from one place to another in their lives and I am not an exception. My family moved twice 
during my childhood. My father is an architect, so, my family had to move from one place to another when 
the old construction was over and my father was offered to develop a new project. Two major problems I 
had to face in a new school were "no friends" and "a huge amount of new people". In the following 
paragraphs I will analyze these problems and make suggestions about how a school can help a student 
in this situation. 
 
The first difficulty I had to face in a new school was a huge amount of new people such as teachers and 
classmates, who have no idea who I am. It was easy with the teachers, I usually stayed after the class, 
introduced myself to him or her and asked about their curriculum. However, with my new classmates it 
was a little more difficult. I had to stand up for myself a few times because this is the way students get to 
know each other. However, I believe that there is a better way to get to know each other. I think that 
schools should participate in this process. For example, they can organize some kind of  welcome class, 
where new students will have the opportunity to meet their new classmates and introduce themselves. 
 
The second problem I had to face in a new school was that I had no friends. I could not meet my old 
friends because they were too far away and I did not have a chance to make new friends. Nowadays, I 
think it is much easier, because almost every student has an Internet access, so, he can chart with his old 
friends. Unfortunately, I did not have such an opportunity when I was a student. I believe that schools can 
help newcomers by helping them to merge faster with their new classes. For example, a school can 
attach someone to a newcomer and the first one will help a new student to accustom himself to a new 
environment. 
 
In conclusion, I would like to add, that moving from one school to another brings not only problems but 
also many benefits. For example, I learnt how to make new friends fast and how to overcome obstacles. I 
think that it made me stronger as a person and I am glad that I had this experience in my life. 
 
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree that progress is always good? 
 
The main idea of progress is perfection. A man who is making progress in studying,  a child who is 
speaking his/her first words, a scientist who has made a discovery, or an economy of some country is 
making progress, all of them are aspects of huge human progress. There is no doubt that progress is 
good for the humanity as a whole but whether it is good for the world. 
 
For example, being anxious for success mankind often forgets about the environment. Every country has 
numerous fabrics with smoke rising form them. Needless to say, the amount of cars is increasing every 
day. World economy is making progress in creating different types of machines, vehicles that make easier 
our conditions of life. As a result we have many devices that make our life easier and at the same time we 
have acid rains, polluted lakes and rivers, our food does not have as many important vitamins as it used 
to, but it has nitrates, preservatives and unnatural components and ingredients. 
 
As a result of human progress, now humanity has to deal with the problem of overpopulation. 
 
It is my opinion that now it is time for humanity to think more about the making progress in solving the 
problems of air pollution, overpopulation and water contamination. 
 








 


 


If you could ask a famous person one question, what would you ask? Why? Use specific reasons 
and details to support your answer. 
 
Many people like to know different things about the celebrities. For example, what pets do they have, 
what is their favorite meal or color and how did they lose some weight, etc. However, I think that these 
types of questions do not allow people to learn more about a famous person, his or her personality. I 
believe that if I would be given a chance to ask a famous person one question I would ask him or her 
about the meaning of life.  
 
Some people live without thinking about why they are here. Others contemplate about the life and think 
about the meaning of it. I think that the answer to the question about the meaning of life for a famous 
person would satisfied  people more then just his or her pets and habits. First of all, famous people often 
are not honest about their private lives and only want to look good in front of the audience. However, the 
single question about the meaning of the live could give the audience more things to think of and reveal 
more about the speaker's personality. 
 
Second of all, in addition to those benefits, mentioned above, from the answer to this question people can 
learn about the speaker's points of view, his or her attutude towards life. I think that this information could 
help many people to reconsider their attitudes and be more positive about their present and future.  
 
To sum up, I think that the answer to the question "Why am I here and what the meaning of my life" can 
reveal many interesting thoughts to share with the audience. Also, people would be less material. I mean 
that from my position it is not important how many carats a famous person has in his/her watch, or what is 
his or her preferences in food. What important is what he or she think about her/his destiny and the 
meaning of life. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading fiction (such as novels and short 
stories) is more enjoyable than watching movies. Use specific reasons and examples to explain 
your position. 
 
Some people prefer to read fiction. However, others like to watch movies. Personally, I think that the 
question whether reading fiction is more enjoyable than watching movies is a controversial one. For 
several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think each of these options has its advantages. 
 
From the one side, reading fiction brings many benefits. First of all, a book can be taken anywhere one 
goes. For example, while traveling or just taking a bus one can read a book. When I was a student a 
couple years ago I used to read books while taking a boring lecture. Second of all, reading extends one's 
vocabulary, improves reading and even writing skills. Reading is essential for children. It extends their 
range of interests, improve their imagination and helps them gain more knowledge and experience 
through books. When I was a child my mom always made me read a lot of books. Thanks to her I did not 
have a problem with writing different kind of essay in the school and I got only high grades.  
 
From the other side, watching movies has many benefits too. Firstly, movies usually have more influence 
on people, their behavior and mood. In addition, watching a movie in a movie theatre gives many 
advantages such as sound effects, a large screen, etc. Secondly, it is a good way to relax with one's 
friends, eliminate stress and tension and just have a good time. My husband and I like to watch a movie 
on Sunday evenings. We drink coffee, eat grapes or apples and make comments while watching the 
movie. In addition to these benefits, watching movie usually takes less time then reading the whole book.  
 
In conclusion, I think that there is no doubt that watching a movie is more enjoyable and impressive then 
reading a book. However, reading a book brings more benefits for people in general. Moreover, children 
should spend more time reading books then watching different kinds of movies because scientists say 
that watching movies has much less use for the growing child. 
 








 


 


Many people have a close relationship with their pets. These people treat their birds, cats, or other 
animals as members of their family. In your opinion, are such relationships good? Why or why 
not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Some people do not have any pets in their house, except for unwanted ones such as a raccoon or 
mouse. These people think that there is no place for animals in their places. However, other people have 
animals such as dogs, cats, and birds in their families and they have a close relationship with their pets. 
Personally, I belong to the people who treat their pets as members of their family. For several reasons, 
which I will mention bellow, I think that such relationships between a man and an animal bring many 
benefits. 
 
First of all, when people treat their pets as members of their families it means that they feel 
responsibilities for their little ones. As a result of this people care about their pets' health, their diet and 
shape, and I think both sides benefit from this kind of relationships. People do not feel alone and pets are 
in good hands. Personally, I think that pets give people a great opportunity to feel they are needed by 
these little but at the same time very courageous animals. Second of all, pets teach people, especially 
children, kindness and devotion. Children grow up kinder, more attentive and friendlier. Finally, often pets 
are the closest and most devoted friends of people and I am sure that we return them the same feelings. I 
think it is great and makes everyone a little bit happier. For example, when I was a child my family had a 
beautiful cat named "Nikola". We loved him very much and treat him as a member of our family. So, when 
he died we could not get used to the fact that he was not home. It was the feeling like we lost some of our 
family. Since then we did not have the cat. Now my parents have a bird and a couple of golden fish.  
 
In conclusion, I think that pets play a very important role in our everyday life. There are plenty of 
examples when animals saved people's lives and helped us in out fight with evil such as drugs and 
violence. So, I believe that our pets deserve the best we can offer them our love and devotion. 
 








 


 


      Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and industry are more 
important than saving land for endangered animals. Do you agree or disagree with this point of 
view? Why or why not? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
As human population is significantly rising every year, people's requirements are increasing too. We need 
more food, more machines, more place to live. As a result of this people need more land to satisfy their 
requirements. We cultivate and irrigate more and more land to plant vegetables, build new buildings, 
airports, roads, etc. I think sometimes we forget that we are not alone on this planet. I have to disagree 
with those people who think that human needs are more important than saving land for endangered 
animals. I base my opinion on the following points. 
 
First of all, as I already mentioned, we are not alone on this planet. A few centuries ago we were the part 
of wild nature. I think we need to remember this fact and respect all creatures around us.  
 
Second of all, I believe that we all need to think of the problem of overpopulation. The human population 
is dramatically increasing and we have to do something about it. From my opinion, every family should 
have no more than two children. It will help to stop the growth of population, decrease human needs for 
farmland, housing and industry.  
 
In conclusion, I think it is a very topical question nowadays. My point is that all people should answer this 
question and find the solution. 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Boys and girls should attend separate 
schools. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Whether boys and girls should attend separate schools is a controversial issue. Some people believe that 
it brings many benefits. However, others believe that it is not good for the future of our children. I agree 
with those people who think that children should attend the same schools. In the following paragraphs I 
will give my reasons to support my opinion. 
 
First of all, children from the very beginning should learn how to communicate with each other. They need 
to learn social skills, be supportive and understand each other. Second of all, I believe that now women 
and men should be treated in the same way. A woman nowadays has the same rights as a man. She also 
wants to make a good career and succeed. So, it is essential in the modern world to understand that 
knowledge has nothing to do with a sex. Every one has the same access to the knowledge and 
experience and it is only up to a person how hard he or she  wants to work to reach his or her goals. 
 
Another important aspect of this is that if children attend separate schools they do not have common 
interests. They do not know what a person of an opposite sex likes, how he or she spends her or his 
spare time, etc. I think that it is not good for a long run. Some of them will create a family someday and 
they most likely will not have anything to share. They will not have common interests. They will have 
different friends and opinions about things. We had such experience a few centuries ago. Women grow 
up their children and men worked and gathered in the men' clubs in the evenings. I think it is not the way 
it should be. A family has many beautiful moments to share together. 
 
To sup up, I think that children should attend the same schools because it will help them to become  
great, attentive and kind persons. Moreover, they will learn how to respect each other's interests. 
 
 








 


 


Some high schools require all students to wear school uniforms. Other high schools permit 
students to decide what to wear to school. Which of these two school policies do you think is 
better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
I think that the issue about whether all students must be required to wear school uniform is the one that is 
open for debate. Some people think that all students must wear the school uniform. However, others think 
that students should decide what to wear to school themselves. Personally, I believe that students should 
wear what they like. For several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that school uniforms should 
not be required to wear at high school.  
 
First of all, if students do not have school uniforms they can wear what they like to school. Personally, I 
like to wear cloth that is comfortable. Also, I am a female and I like to wear jeans and shorts, and as far 
as I know girls must wear skirts as a part of their uniform. I think many female students will agree with me 
that jeans much more comfortable then skirts. 
 
Second of all, I believe that school uniforms must not cause any discomfort. For example, some 
international students will find unacceptable wearing some of the uniform's parts. 
 
I am from Russia. When I was a student of the elementary school I was required to wear the school 
uniform that included a dark blue skirt and a white or light blue shirt. I did not like it very much, because I 
did not like the fact that all students were dressed in the same color. We dressed the same way and we 
were permitted to wear any adornments. Personally, I did not like the fact that girls always had to wear 
skirts and it was not convenient especially in cold weather. 
 
In short, I think that students should wear to school what they want. Otherwise, if a high school requires 
students to wear school uniforms, I think that uniforms must be comfortable for all students. 
 








 


 


What is a very important skill a person should learn in order to be successful in the world today? 
Choose one skill and use specific reasons and examples to support your choice.  
 
Some people believe that in order to succeed in today's world one needs luck. However, I agree with 
those people who think that luck has nothing to do with the success, only hard work and belief in one's 
self can get one through all obstacles and overcome difficulties. There is a word for such a skill it is 
persistent. I believe that people who are persistent can do everything they want because can not give up 
and go with the tide. 
 
Of cause, there is a bunch of different skills that people need to succeed. However, my point is that 
persistent is the most obviously important characteristic of successful persons. Take for example a 
famous actress W. Goldberg. She had many refusals at the beginning of her career. But she always 
believed in herself and did not stop looking for the new opportunities. Now she is one of highly paid 
actress in the movie business.  
 
Or take for example Disney. I do not remember his first name. He was a poor guy who liked to draw fairy 
heroes. Before his success he got through many failures but did not stop doing what he liked and 
enjoyed. His success came with a little mouse called Mikky. 
 
I belief that people who overcame many obstacles become stronger and wiser. So, basicly, persistent 
teach people believe in themselves, analyze their previous mistakes and learn to avoid them next time, 
be patient, curious and optimistic. 
 
 








 


 


In some countries, people are no longer allowed to smoke in many public places and office 
buildings. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to 
support your position. 
 
The question about whether people should be allowed to smoke in public places is the one that is open 
for debate. All people can be devided on two groups: smokers and not smokers. Smokers agree that they 
do not benefit the society by smoking, but think that they should have some special places in office 
buildings or public places where they can smoke. However, others believe that smokers should not be 
allowed to smoke in any places except their own apartments. Personally, I completely agree with the last 
opinion. For the following reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that smokers should not 
contaminate the air other people breathe. 
 
The first reason for this is that smokers not only damage their own health but actually cause damage to 
the health of others. Scientists say that people who do not smoke, but regulary breathe in the smoke of 
cigarettes, so-called "passive smokers", poison their health more then smokers themselves. For example, 
when I was a student I lived with the roommate who was a chain smoker. First I did not know what to do, I 
smelled that smoke everywhere and I could not breathe freely, but in a few weeks I got used to it. Now I 
think that I was a real smoker because of the fact that I regulary breathed in so much smoke. 
 
Second of all, I think that people should not be allowed to smoke in public places and in office buildings 
because this rule will force them to quit. Smokers will have to quit smoking or at least will do it less often 
and this benefits all people smokers as well as not smokers.  
 
Finally, smoking in public places contributes to the growth of number of smokers because many people 
seeing smokers  may feel a desire to take a cigarette and join them. The advertisement of cigarettes is 
already prohibited by the law and I think it is a good sign because many people become smokers only 
because they see other people do it. 
 
In conclusion, I think that this rule will benefit the society of every country and our world on the whole. 
 
 
 








 


 


Your city has decided to build a statue or monument to honor a famous person in your country. 
Who would you choose? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice. 
 
I am from Ekaterinburg, Russia. Recently, my city has decided to build a statue to honor a famous doctor 
Michail Belui. I totally support this idea. In the following paragraphs I will give my reasons to support my 
answer. 
 
First of all, Michail Belui was a great surgeon. He saved many people during his life. During the Wourld 
War II he was one of the most famous surgeons. After 25 years from his death many people still bring a 
lot of  flowers to the place where he was buried. I think he was a great man who liked his job and 
sacrificed everything to it. Michail Belui had many sleepless nights because the stream of wounded 
soldiers was endless. He did not care about himself, he cared about people and always was ready to 
help. Also, he was a great father. He had two sons who inherited his talent for surgery and became great 
doctors. 
 
Second of all, Michail Belui was a very kind and attentive person. My grandma remembers him as a 
strong, tall and charming man who had a very good sense of humor. 
 
I am sure that our modern generation has many things to learn from this man. Moreover, I believe that our 
country needs to remember such great people and be proud of them.  
 
To sup up, I think that humankind must know its history and pass down all its knowledge and experience 
to the next generations. A statue or monument is a a simple and good way to remember and value our 
history and people who played an essential role in it. 
 








 


 


In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a good 
idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details. 
 
Some people think that teenagers need to work while they are students. However, Other people believe 
that young people should not combine their education with a job. These two options are controversial 
ones. In my opinion, they both have disadvantages and advantages. I base my opinion on the following 
points. 
 
From one side, a working student has many benefits. First of all, a person learns how to arrange time to 
be able to combine his studding and earning money. Personally, I think it is a very important benefit a 
person can get from this. Second of all, a student learns how to save money and keep his budget. A 
person gains new experience and knowledge working with the new people. He feels more independently 
and spends his or her money more careful.  
 
From the other side, a person can have not enough time to meet his or her course requirements. 
Sometimes it may result in a failure on an exam and a waste of money and time. From my everyday 
experience and observation some people require more time to study new materials and prepare for an 
exam. Others, at the same, can easy understand new materials. So, my point is that a person should 
decide for himself whether he will be able to combine his studding and his working.  
 
Another important aspect of getting a job is that a student most likely will have no time for parties, movies 
and his friends. I think that he or she should understand this fact. 
 
To summarize, I believe that a working experience will give a student more benefits in the future than it 
takes from him or her in the present.  
 








 


 


Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. Others believe 
that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use 
specific reasons and details to explain your answer. 
 
There are two points of view to this question. Some people believe that students are adults and they have 
their own responsibilities. So, they should have freedom in arranging their time. Other people think that 
optional attendance has a corruption effect on the educational system as a whole. Personally, I think that 
this question is more complicated. 
 
First of all, many students have already children. So, they sometimes have to skip a class or two in order 
to perform their responsibilities. Second of all, many students do not have enough money for their needs 
and they have to work more than other students. In this case, optional attendance is well-taken. 
Another important aspect of this subject that sometimes lectures of a particular teacher may be dry and 
uninteresting. I believe that it is reasonably to skip those classes and learn all by one's self. It can save 
time, so a person can spend it on a research or preparation for a coming test. 
 
From the other side, I think that some students who does not have any responsibilities may skip classes 
without any reason. They can have more time to attend clubs and parties. It has a negative affect on their 
grades. So, it can result in a waste of money and time. Students may take the same classes more than 
one time to meet the requirements of their program. It is a waste of money for both a government and a 
family. A government will lose money because they are spent on education and it means they are tax 
free. At the same time, parents will have to pay for education of their child one more time. Another 
important aspect of this that students will not learn how to arrange their time in order to have all things 
done on time. 
 
To summarize, I think that students must attend classes. However, some students with children or who 
have excellent grades and already work in the field of their major should be allowed to skip a particular 
amount of classes. 
 








 


 


Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may choose to live in 
university dormitories, or they may choose to live in apartments in the community. Compare the 
advantages of living in university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in the 
community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your preference. 
 
 Some students prefer to live in university dormitories. However, other students choose to live in 
apartments in the community. I think both of these options have advantages. Bellow I will give my 
reasons to support my answer. 
 
From the one side, living in a dormitory have many benefits. First of all, for a foreign student it is a good 
chance to improve his or her communication skills and find new friends. Second of all, a dormitory has 
many useful facilities such as libraries, a canteen, Internet access, etc. In addition to these practical 
benefits living in a dormitory is often cheaper. So, it helps students save some money what is important at 
the beginning of their independent life. Finally, living in a dormitory gives students the opportunity to ask 
for help each other if something was not clear on the lecture presented in a class. This, in it's turn, lead to 
higher grades. Also, students have many common subject and interests to discuss with each other. So, 
basically, living in a dormitory helps students to become more sociable and good team-players and gain 
new knowledge and experience by use of labraries and group discussion. 
 
From the other side, living in apartments in the community also have a few benefits. Students can have 
more privacy and, also, they can choose a community according to its convenience and location. It is 
sometimes may be an essential because of a person's job. 
 
In conclusion, I think that living in a dormitory brings students more benefits then it does living in a 
community. Students learn to get along with each other, be ready to help and make friends. 
      
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? All students should be required to study 
art and music in secondary school. Use specific reasons to support your answer. 
 
The issue about whether all students should be required to study art and music in secondary school is the 
one that is open for debate. Some people believe that students should take these classes. However, 
others think that it must be up to a student. In this essay I will analyze both these positions and present 
my opinion in favor of the people who think that studying art and music should not be required in 
secondary school. 
 
From the one side, studying art and music brings many benefits to the students. First of all, it extends 
their range of interests. Second of all, studying art and music helps to reveal hidden talents and 
possibilities. In addition to these benefits, it helps a growing child develop his or her perception of the real 
world.  
 
However, from the other side, studying art and music also has some negative aspects. Personally, I think 
that a person who is interested in mathematics should not spend his or her precious time taking classes 
in art or music. For example, when I was a student a couple years ago I did not like to attend some of the 
art classes because it was too boring for me. I wasted my time and money because I was required to pay 
for these classes and attend them. So, my point is that students should have the right to make a decision 
for themselves whether they should take classes in art and music or they should not. For instance, there 
were a couple of optional classes in music  in my university. Many students took those classes and every 
one was satisfied. 
 
To sum up, I think that studying art and music is very essential for a person. However, I think that classes 
in art and music must be optional, because if a student is dreaming about a career of dentist and spends 
all his spare time reading about the new technologies and inventions in this field I think it is not fair to 
make him attend classes when he does not want to. It is like making a person sing when he is good at 
swimming. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Only people who earn a lot of money are 
successful. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
I think that the question whether money is a main indicator of people's success is a controversial 
one. Some people believe that only one who earns a lot of money is successful. However, other 
people think one who does not earn a lot of money can be successful too. For several reasons, 
which I will list bellow, I agree with those people who think that money is an indicator of 
success. 
 
First of all, if a person earns a lot of money it means he or she has unique knowledge and 
experience and people want to pay for these. For example, a good lawyer is often paid a very 
high salary, because he or she has won many cases and people are ready to pay big money for his 
knowledge. 
A second example is that a salary of a surgeon simpliciter depends on his experience and 
knowledge and on how many surgeries he has completed successfully. In this case surgeon's 
salary simpliciter depends on surgeon's success. 
  
Second of all, a high salary is in an indicator of a prosperous career and profession. People 
change their jobs, move from one place to another looking for a more interesting and better paid 
job. Of cause, some people do not care about salary as long as they like their job, but from my 
everyday experience and observation I can state that the majority of people who are not satisfied 
with their revenue would exchange their current job for another one with higher salary.  
 
Finally, money plays, may be unfortunately, a very essential role in our modern life. So, people 
who earn a lot of money by working hard are considered to be successful. 
 
May be it sounds a little mercenary but I think that success must be encouraged financially 
otherwise it is not a success.  
 








 


 


Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that 
success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Some people think that taking risks and chances will lead them to success. From my everyday experience 
and observation I believe that success results from careful planning. I base my position on the following 
points. 
 
First of all, I believe that careful planning help a person to analyze his goal more deeply and make 
realistic goals. He knows exactly what he wants. Taking chances, from the other hand, does not give the 
opportunity to clearly understand a goal. A person just wants to do something to move forward and he 
takes risk when there is no need in it.  
 
Second of all, careful planning teaches people to arrange their time more carefully in order to reach their 
goals. They become more patient and calm. They plan every step. This allows people to find easier way 
to reach their goals and faster move forward. From the other hand, people who prefer to take risks 
without planning may spend more time without any improvements waiting for a chance to take. Take 
sportsmen for example. They exercise a lot before their performance to be in shape, do all their best and 
improve their previous results. 
 
Finally, careful planning teaches them not to give up, try to find other ways to reach their goals in the case 
of failure. 
 
To sum up, personally, I think that all people who succeeded in life would agree with me that their 
success came with the hard work and careful planning. 
 
 








 


 


A company is going to give some money either to support the arts or to protect the environment. 
Which do you think the company should choose? Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of 
mammoths on the walls of the cave to nowadays when the arts are more complicated. Our attitude 
towards the environment is changed too. A few centuries ago people did not care about pollution, erosion, 
animal extinction, etc. However, nowadays people again and again talk about this and try to make a 
difference. I think that money donation for environment protection must take priority over the support of 
the arts. Bellow I will give my reasons to support my answer. 
 
The invention of the automobile is undoubtedly one of the humankind's greatest inventions. However, the 
automobile brought us many disadvantages as well. The air nowadays is polluted by millions of cars 
every day. Every day clouds of exhaust are rising from the ground contaminating all around. So, I think 
that money from a company can be used to make our air fresher and cleaner. 
 
Another important aspect of this is the contamination of water. Water is an essential recourse of all living 
creatures. Nothing will survive without it. Unfortunately, we spend fresh water sometimes very carelessly. 
Also, many factories wash away their used resources in the nearest river poisoning everything alive there. 
I think that money donations would be helpful for cleaning our water resources from oil, garbage and 
chemical matters. 
 
Finally, I think that now humankind faced the problem of overpopulation. The population is dramatically 
rising. We need more food, shelters, clothes, construction materials and space. So, many animals are 
extinguishing. So, I believe that this money could be spent on conducting a campaign against 
overpopulation. 
 
 
To sum up,  I think that in order to make our children happy we should be more careful with the 
resources that we take from the nature and  if it is possible restore them. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication 
among friends and family. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
The invention of television is undoubtedly one of humankind's greatest inventions. It is a way of 
communication among people of one country and different countries and nations. People watch TV to find 
out about the latest news, weather, sports, etc. It is a great way to learn new and extend one's range of 
interests.  Scientists say that children spend the same amount of hours in front of TV as they do in 
school. I think that this can be said about many grown people too. Also, television  is a great means of 
eliminating stress and tension. One can relax and leave one's troubles behind lying on one's favorite sofa 
and watching a comedy. However, some people believe that television has destroyed communication 
among friends and family.  
 
Personally, I do not agree with this statement. A couple centuries ago people spent their time gambling, 
reading, gossiping or playing chess. I do not think that television is a cause of destroyed communication 
among family members and friends. First of all, if members of a family have common interests and they 
want to make each other happy they will always find many ways to spend their time together and be 
close. Otherwise, if people avoid each other and they do not have anything to share with each other they 
will find television a great way to escape from this miserable existence. I believe that many people chose 
family and their friends over some soap operas or a movie.  
 
Second of all, I think that television can be a great resource of subjects to discuss. Many people watch 
different educational programs to find out more about their environment, nature, wild life animals, 
economic situations, etc. So, when they gather with their friends they discuss important issues and arque 
with each other in looking for the truth.  
 
My husband and I often watch the news channel to keep abreast of the latest news. After that we always 
discuss some issues we concerned about. Also, we like to watch a TV show "the funniest animals". We 
like this program because it makes us laugh. I can not imagine how these programs can prevent our 
communication and be harmful to our relations. 
 
To summarize, I would like to add that if people want to communicate with each other they will find a way 
to do it. Otherwise, if television were not existent, people would find other escapes and reasons not to be 
with each other such as drugs, gambling, etc. 
 
 
 








 


 


Schools should ask students to evaluate their teachers. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
I think the idea about evaluation teachers by their students is very good. This kind of evaluation can bring 
many benefits to teachers, students as well as to school. In the following paragraphs O will give my 
reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, teachers have the opportunity to find out from this kind of test how good  and clearly their 
students understand the lectures. It will help them to improve and perfect their knowledge and 
experience. Also, teachers who get high grades must be rewarded financially or otherwise. On the other 
hand, the teachers who receive low grades must be sanctioned, for example by lowing their salary. So, 
this can help to uplift the level of professionalism among the teachers. 
 
Second of all, students will more often attend lectures because they will be asked to evaluate their 
teachers. Students will have the opportunity to choose the best teachers because if a teacher gets a low 
grade he or she may be fired and replaced with the better one.  
 
Finally, the quality of education will increase dramatically. Students will be getting more interesting and 
professional lectures. Also, they will constantly attend classes in order to listen to an amazing lecture and 
make an evaluation of the current teacher. In addition to those practical benefits, a school will be better 
funded by it is sponsors and appreciated in the community. This, in its turn, will attract more students 
because it will be an honor to study in such a school. 
 
To sup up, I think that evaluation of teachers by their students will bring many benefits and allow students 
as well as teachers to gain more knowledge and experience. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Teachers should be paid according to 
how much their students learn. Give specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
I think that I have to disagree with the statement above that teachers should be paid according to how 
much their students learn. In the following paragraphs I will give my reasons to support my opinion. 
 
First of all, all people are different and they have different abilities to learn and understand the given 
subjects. Some students have to spend many hours studding a subject. At the same time, other students 
need half an hour to deeply understand the given lecture. Second of all, we all have different goals in 
attending schools. Some students want to gain more knowledge and experience that will help them in the 
future to succeed and make a great career. Others are forced to go to a school by their parents, so, 
basically, they do not care about their grades and studding.  
 
I think that lowing or rewarding teachers depending on how much their students have learn is not fair. 
However, I believe that evaluation of teachers by their students is make sense. Teachers who get high 
grades from their students deserve to be rewarded financially or otherwise. Otherwise, teachers who get 
low grades must be sanctioned. This will forced teachers to constantly improve their knowledge to get 
higher salary  and simultaneously will improve the learning process. Students will have the opportunity to 
have the best teachers and get more interesting and comprehensive lectures. 
 
To sum up, I think that teachers should be paid according to the quantity of hours given and the grades 
received from the students. From my everyday experience and observation the quality of the lectures 
given by the teacher often does not reflect how much a student learn or wants to learn. 
 








 


 


Is the ability to read and write more important today than in the past? Why or why not? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted mammoth herds 
on the walls of a cave to nowadays when he works on a computer with a large amount of information. 
From my everyday experience and observation I can state several factors, which defend the statement 
that the ability to read and write is very important today.  
 
At old times people did not depend on information that much. They did not have to fill out many 
application forms, write a lot, read news from a newspaper about an economic situation, etc. Now 
situation has changed. Knowledge and the ability to analyze information are more important now than 
man's physical strength. 
 
First of all, it is essential for a person to be literate in Informational Age. Everyday one needs to withdraw 
money from cash machines, to pay a bill, to write out a check, to fill some forms, to read instructions, ads, 
job requirements and applications. It is almost impossible to survive in modern society without these basic 
abilities. Almost every job requires these important skills. Imagine that one does not have them and one 
has a family to care about. So, one's first step is to find a job. One can do it either through newspapers or 
asking for help from one's friends. One can not read, so one chooses the second way. Second step is to 
pass a job interview and fill out some forms. Moreover, one has to sign a job contract - an important 
document that concludes all one's rights and terms. So, basically, it is almost impossible to get a job for a 
literate person in modern world especially in developed countries. 
 
Second of all, the amount of jobs that do not require the ability to read and write, is dramatically  
decreasing. Almost every employer wants to have an employee with basic communication and computer 
skills. In fact, more jobs on the labor market are for literate persons. A lot of primitive jobs are done by 
machines nowadays. So, it is a very good chance for illiterate people to be constantly on unemployment 
lists. 
 
In conclusion, I think that every country must have strong programs against illiteracy.   
 








 


 


What discovery in the last 100 years has been most beneficial for people in your country? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 
 
I am from Russia. From my opinion the most beneficial discovery for people in our country has been the  
discovery of the outer space. Russia is the first country that launched a spacecraft with a man on the 
board into the space. This event was a big step towards the new discoveries and brought many benefits 
not only for people in my country. Bellow I will give my reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, all humankind made a huge step towards the mystery of our creation. Scientists had the 
opportunity to do the new research and experiments. Many new discoveries were made on the boards of 
the spacecrafts in the outer space. People from all over the world watched these events. Many books with 
real colorful photos were written about the beginning of the space exploration. Nowadays we have a big 
station called "Mir"  in the outer space created on the base of collaboration USA and Russia. Many 
people work there doing amazing experiments.  
 
Second of all, the world became "smaller". People learnt how to exchange information very quickly by use 
of satellites. Television is broadcasted all over the world by use of satellites. Here in Houston I can watch 
Russian programs. People got the opportunity to exchange news very quickly.  
 
To sum up, I believe that space exploration will bring much more benefits in the future and someday we 
will learn what is beyond our current galaxy. 
 
 
 








 


 


It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your neighborhood. Do 
you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.     
 
I live in a small community. From my everyday experience and observation I can say that the idea about 
building a new theatre in my neighborhood has some advantages as well as disadvantages. In this essay 
I will first focus on the reasons why I support this idea and then move on to analyzing  why I oppose it. 
 
First of all, I like movies and my husband and I sometimes go to the movie theatre to watch premieres. 
Unfortunately, it is time-consuming for us. We have to drive about 50 minutes to the nearest movies 
theatre. So, the idea of having a movie theatre in our neighborhood seems very attractive. It would save 
us an hour just to get there and another hour to get back home. Another important aspect of it is that in 
this case we will be able to get to the movie theatre by foot. I must to confess that we always have 
parking troubles in the parking space near the movie theatre. 
 
Second of all, new movie theatre is a very good place for students who want to earn some money. My 
husband and I live near a student community, so I think it would be a great news for them. In addition to 
this practical benefit students will be able to watch all movies free of charge. I suppose it is a great way to 
save some money. 
 
Finally, there are usually many restaurants and entertaining centers around a movie theatre. There 
people can have dinner or play game machines. 
 
In contrast, I think that the building of a new movie theatre will destroy the silence and beauty of out 
community. Such entertaining centers are often noisy. Moreover, traffic jams will probably be the result of 
it.  
 
In conclusion, I think that if the question was about building a new movie theatre in the next neighborhood 
I would completely agree.  








 


 


Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why you think it has changed 
people’s lives. Automobiles, bicycles, airplanes. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 
 
The invention of the automobile is undoubtedly one of the humankind's greatest inventions. It had a great 
impact on people's lives. For several reasons that will be mentioned bellow I think that the invention of the 
automobile dramatically changed the way people lived before. 
 
First of all, automobile allowed people to move faster from one place to another. This in one's turn 
dramatically increased people's life pace. Distance was no longer of that importance. It was a new means 
of communication. 
 
Second of all, nowadays it is rather difficult to imagine life without a car. People can not do virtually 
anything without a car. Just imagine for a moment that one does not have a car. One needs to go an 
office, get a haircut, buy some food, watch a movie, meet one's friend, etc. To get all these done he uses 
a car to move fast from one place to another. 
 
In addition, people can travel using their own vehicle. It is great because one can travel independently, 
without any train schedules. 
 
Finally, I think that the invention of the automobile was inescapable. People could not continue using 
trains and horses to meet their life requirements. Moreover, just imagine for a moment how many horses 
people would need nowadays. I think we would talk about horse overpopulation as well as human 
overpopulation. 
 
Unfortunately, the invention of the automobile has some negative aspects. The most obvious aspect of 
this is road accident. Many people every day suffer from different injuries. Also, with the  invention of the 
automobile humankind came across with a problem of air pollution. A huge amount of cars every day 
throw out many poisonous matters in the air. I believe that soon we all will be able to exchange our cars 
for those, which use sun energy instead of fuel.  
 
 
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The best way to travel is in a group led by 
a tour guide. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
       
Traveling is the best way to relax, leave one's troubles behind and enjoy the beautiful moments. Some 
people prefer to travel alone. However, other people prefer to take a tour. I think that these options have 
their own benefits. In the following paragraphs I will give my reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, traveling in a group led by a tour guide gives one the opportunity to meet new people, 
communicate, have a great time in the company. Second of all, one does not have to spend his time 
looking for historical places that he wants to visit. A professional guide leads group from one place to 
another. Also, it is very interesting to hear from a guide about historical events that took places there. In 
addition to these benefits a group led by a tour guide does not feel uncomfortable because of a foreign 
language. All the tourists need they can ask their tour guide. So, this allows to avoid difficulties to 
communicate with dwellers of that country. 
 
From the other hand, sometimes people like to explore countries without the help of a guide. They like to 
make their own discoveries, be independent, feel freedom and stay in one town as long as they need. 
Personally, I think it is a great feeling. Sometimes I want to be alone to contemplate about my life, to 
forget all troubles that bother me and just relax. 
 
To sum up, I believe that it is really up to a person how he or she prefers to travel. Some people even like 
to alternate traveling alone with traveling in a group led by a tour guide. 
 








 


 


Some people like to travel with a companion. Other people prefer to travel alone. Which do you 
prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 
 
Some people prefer to travel with a companion. However, other people like to travel alone. Personally, I 
think these two options have their advantages and disadvantages. I state my opinion on the following 
points. 
 
From the one side, traveling with a companion can bring many benefits. First of all, traveling with a 
companion is safer for several reasons. If travelers got lost in a strange city it is easier to find a way back. 
They can support and help each other if something happened and one of them is hurt. As for me I prefer 
to travel with a companion if we travel by car. I think it is very dangerous to be on a strange road by one's 
self. One more reason to have a companion in a car is that they can change each other if one of them is 
tired. Second of all, traveling with a companion is more exciting and interesting. They can share all 
beautiful moments and new experiences. Finally, it helps to save some money because companions can 
share all expenses on gas, hotels, etc. 
 
From the other side, traveling alone can bring many benefits too. For example, one does not have to do 
things he does not want to. If one is tired he does not have to go to a bar with his friend only because he 
does not want to leave him alone. Moreover, sometimes I personally want to be alone and enjoy all 
beauty around me. I can relax and contemplate about my life sitting on a beautiful cliff. 
 
To sum up, I think traveling with a companion is better. However, sometimes I prefer to be alone by my 
self in a strange city. It gives me the feeling of adventure and I like that. 
 








 


 


Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with 
a large number of friends. Compare the advantages of each choice. Which of these two ways of 
spending time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer. 
 
Friends are people who support us through our lives. Some people prefer to have one or two close 
friends. However, others prefer to spent their time with many friends. I think that the number of friends 
depends on one's personality. Personally, I prefer to have a couple of close friends. In this essay I will 
analyze both cases and present my view in favor of having a few close friends. 
 
First of all, a person can establish closer relationships with a few friends. They can spend their time 
together, relax, watch a movie in a silence that does not feel awkward. Second of all, close friends have 
more familiar atmosphere. They can share many beautiful moments and thoughts. For example, I have 
only two close friends - my husband and my class-mate. I can share my worries and great news and can 
tell everything  to them.  
 
From the other side, having many friends can be hard and stressful. One has to spend his or her time 
with each of them. I think it is not healthy because a person does not have time to relax and contemplate 
about his/her own life. I know this type of people. They like to be in the center of everyone's attention. 
They talk a lot, make jokes, tell stories and rumors. Unfortunately, they basically do not have true friends. 
They just play and pretend to be friends with other people. There is no doubt they succeed in it, but they 
spend so much time listening to other's worries and troubles and entertaining them that they practically do 
not have time for themselves. In addition, it is difficult and almost impossible to relax, discuss interesting 
issues and just be oneself. 
 
To sum up, I am totally agree with the statement that "a friend in need is a friend indeed". I am sure that 
my close friends will always help me and never betray or turn me down. However, a large number of 
friends does not allow to establish close and deep relationships. 
 








 


 


Some universities require students to take classes in many subjects. Other universities require 
students to specialize in one subject. Which is better? Use specific reasons and examples to 
support your answer. 
 
 
I think the issue about what is better to specialize in many subjects or choose the one is a controversial 
one. Each option has its own advantages and disadvantages. Some people prefer to specialize in one 
subject and know it very well. However, others prefer to extend their range of interests and specialize in 
many subjects but not in detail. Bellow I will give reasons to support my position. 
 
From the one side, learning something in detail brings many benefits. First of all, people gain more 
knowledge and experience in this area. So, after graduation they are well prepared for their further career 
in this field. Second of all, they do not spend their precious time on other subjects. This gives them the 
opportunity to focus on one subject. 
 
From the other side, people who specialize in many subjects have more options to choose from. For 
example, if a person does not make a decision about what he is going to do after graduation it is a very 
good chance for him to try many fields of study and make the right decision. In addition to this practical 
benefit a person have the opportunity to extend his range of interests, his communication skills and have 
better conceptions of things around. Also, a person has a better chance to choose what he really likes to 
do and make self-realization. 
 
To sup up, I think that every person should have a chance to choose. Does he want to specialize in one 
subject or he wants to take classes in many subjects. 
 








 


 


You have the opportunity to visit a foreign country for two weeks. Which country would you like to 
visit? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice. 
 
I am a person who likes to travel. I think traveling is a great opportunity to meet new people, gain more 
knowledge and experience, learn new customs and traditions. I did not travel a lot yet, but I am sure I will 
have a chance to do it. So, if I had the opportunity to visit a foreign country I would visit Egypt. I think it is 
a great and very interesting country with marvellous history. In the following paragraphs I will give some 
reasons to support my choice. 
 
First of all, I always dreamed to visit Egypt pyramids. My aunt visited Egypt a few years ago. She was 
very excited after that trip and said that she would return there one more time at any cost. She said that 
Egypt had impressed her very much with its glorious pyramids and ancient buildings. Second of all, I think 
that in that country one can touch history, feel the hard breath of workers building a pyramid under the 
parching sun, see the chain of camels walking in the desert with the huge trunks full of presents for 
Cleopatra on their humps. Finally, I want to see a real dessert and ride the camel. All my friends who rode 
the camel say that it is an unforgettable experience. 
 
I believe that I will have a chance to visit this beautiful country someday. Unfortunately, now I have plenty 
of plans and things to do, so, I am afraid that I will not be able to travel for the next two years. I want to 
finish my education and then find a job, and these things have higher priority then traveling. My husband 
wants to visit this country too and we made an agreement to make our trip to Egypt on our  five years 
anniversary which is in two years. 
 
In conclusion, I want to add that after my trip to Egypt I will definitely visit Australia. This country is the 
second one on my list the most wanted to see.  
 
 








 


 


A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do you think this person would 
like and dislike about living in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons and details to 
develop your essay. 
 
I am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. It is a very beautiful city that attract many people every year. My 
close friend is going to move here after her graduation. She already found a job and she asked me to 
help her with an apartment. Knowing her very well I think I can enumerate the majority of things she will 
like and dislike about my city. 
 
First of all, I believe she will like a huge amount of museums, theatres, movie theatres, etc. My friend is 
from a small town, so, she can not enjoy all these benefits at her native town. Second of all, it seems to 
me that she will like the way people live here. The pace of life is much faster here then in a small town. 
People are always in a hurry, they try to catch a bus, then they run to the nearest subway station, go to 
an office, meet new people, etc. Also, I think my friend will like people here. They are very friendly and 
ready to offer a help to those in need. 
 
Unfortunately, my friend will not surely like some things. As a result of a huge amount of cars and 
factories the air is polluted here. One more thing she will definitely not like is the weather. It is quite humid 
here.  
 
However, I think she will also like the public transport here. The bus service are run by the Government 
and it is quite regular. If one in a hurry he can take a taxi, which also is quite cheap and provide a good 
transport. 
 
In conclusion, I believe that in spite of all mentioned above disadvantages she will like this city. 
 
 
 








 


 


People attend college or university for many different reasons (for example, new experiences, 
career preparation, increased knowledge). Why do you think people attend college or university? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
College is a place where people go to increase their knowledge, to prepare for a future career, to get a 
new experience, to meet new people. Of cause, different people have different reasons to attend college, 
but all of them want to change their life for better. In this essay I will give the basic reasons and explain 
why people go to college. 
 
First of all, every person wants to improve his or her life. So, college is one of the places that helps one 
get more from his life, to meet more opportunities. Knowledge is a power that can be gotten through 
studding. After graduation people may get better job and completely change their career and life. 
 
Second of all, people go to a college to get a new life experience, which is very important because 
students learn to take care of themselves. Many of them  work during their college years and earn their 
first money. It is really great and exiting. They learn how to save money and keep house, how to arrange 
their time in order to get all things done etc. 
 
Additionally, students learn how to co-operate and communicate with each other. Many of them have to 
live with a roommate. From the first sight, it may seem difficult to live with  a completely strange person, 
but it helps one to be friendlier, more supportive and it helps you save some money. 


 
In summary, I would like to add that graduation is one of the major goals people try to accomplish in their 
life, because after that many beautiful, exciting changes will happen. That changes will make a person 
proud of himself.  
 








 


 


Some people spend their entire lives in one place. Others move a number of times throughout 
their lives, looking for a better job, house, community, or even climate. Which do you prefer: 
staying in one place or moving in search of another place? Use reasons and specific examples to 
support your opinion. 
 
It seems like world is becoming smaller and smaller almost by the minutes. When I was a child I could not 
imagine to meet someone from another part of the planet. However, now I have a few friends from Africa, 
I can meet many Chinese people on the streets, have dinner at a Mexican restaurant, buy some delicious 
cookies at a cafe run by the French. It is really wonderful and amazing to see people from all over the 
world, communicate  and work with them. I agree with those people who move a number of times 
throughout their lives. However, I believe that people who spend their entire lives in one place have many 
advantages too. First of all, I will focus on the reasons why I support the idea about moving and then I will 
move on to analyzing the opportunities that people have staying at one place. 
 
Personally, I think that the first and most obvious reason to move from one place to another is to see the 
world. Of cause, this can be obtained by traveling. Nevertheless, traveling does not give the opportunity 
to immersed into traditions, customs and just the way of life of the country. It is like seeing  beautiful 
looking boots on a show-window and does not try them on to see if they are comfortable.  
 
The second reason for moving is the opportunity to gain new experience and knowledge. One can meet 
new people and new friends, extend one's range on interests. Also, one can find a better job, life 
conditions and even climate. For example, my husband like warm and sunny weather. So his dream is to 
live here in Texas a half of the year and move to Australia for another half of the year to catch warm 
months. One more example, my aunt does not feel good in sultry and humid weather. So she had to 
move several times to find a place where she feels comfortable. 
 
From the other side, this way of life has some disadvantages. For instance, it is difficult to make a good 
career if one is constantly moving. Of cause, it does not concern celebrities on their tours. Also, it is not 
good for children because they will have to change their schools a few times. 
 
Staying in one place has a plenty of advantages too. I must confess that I am closer to the people who do 
not move much. I prefer to have a permanent home with my old and favorite things, have a dog and a 
beautiful view from the window.  
 
In conclusion, I think that every person is always looking for something better than he already has. So, if 
people live in one place through their entire lives it means that they are looking for something else. 
 
 








 


 


People work because they need money to live. What are some other reasons that people work? 
Discuss one or more of these reasons. Use specific examples and details to support your answer. 
 
I think there are two types of people. The first type is people who work for money, another type is people 
who work for self-realization. I state my position on the following points. 
 
First of all, people who work for self-realization like their job. Money is not important for them, they need 
satisfaction. I believe that this kind of people makes our evolution and history. They aspire after new 
inventions and discoveries overcoming all obstacles on their ways. I think that these people are very 
interesting because they know a lot, read many books and have their own life experience. Of course they 
need money for some essential needs such as food and cloth, but they do not need them for luxury 
houses or expensive furnishings. Many scientists are people who devote their lives to new knowledge 
and discoveries. 
 
Second of all, I believe that people need self-realization. It gives them opportunity to contribute in world's 
history and share their knowledge and experience with other people. I think it helps them to realize that 
they are needed by humankind and will not be forgotten. This is priceless. 
 
To sum up, I think that people's aspiration after self-realization is the main reason why we have now good 
medicine, different means of communications, many devices to make our lives easier, etc.  
 
 








 


 


People remember special gifts or presents that they have received. Why? Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your answer. 
 
Receiving gifts is always very exciting. I think that all people like to receive presents from their relatives, 
friends, co-workers, etc. Personally, I am sure that a person does not remember all gifts he has received 
because it is impossible. However, I know that all people remember a few gifts that were special. Why 
people remember those special gifts? 
 
First of all, I believe that people remember special gifts because they were from very close and dear 
people. For example, I remember my parents presented me a ring when I was sixteen years old. It was 
not an expensive ring but it was very valuable for me and when I left my home and moved to another city 
I often looked at that ring and felt like my parents were somewhere near me. I felt their support and 
understanding. It is like people who are close to us give their small parts of their sole with that gift. They 
want us to remember them and they want to make us happy. These gifts are very valuable for people of 
all countries and nationalities.  
 
Another reason why people remember special gifts because they were exactly what people wanted to 
have for a long time, but for some reasons, for example, they just could not afford those things, they did 
not buy them. So, when they receive those things as  gifts it makes them very happy and they remember 
those moments for a long time. When I was a child my mother could not buy me a bicycle because we did 
not have enough money at that time. So, when my grandfather bought me my first bicycle it was the 
happiest moment in my life. Moreover, he personally taught me how to ride and I spent all my spare time 
after that event cycling.  
 
To sum up, I think that people remember special gifts because they presented with love 
 








 


 


       
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help of technology, students 
nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I can state several factors, which defend the statement 
that with the help of technology, students nowadays can learn more information and learn it more quickly.  
 
First of all, the latest inventions of humankind dramatically improved our life. Nowadays we can move 
from one place to another more quickly, we do not spend much time cooking, we have many different 
recourses of information and means of communication. So, our life now is more dynamic and changeable. 
During our day we receive a huge amount of information and process it. Students at the same time have 
more resources to get information they need. They can go to a library, the nearest bookstore, or borrow it 
from a friend or even download it from an Internet. I think It is great. Instead of waiting for one's turn to get 
a book in a library, one can print it from a file downloaded earlier. The great thing about it that one can 
print only those pages he is interested in and also make marks on the pages to mark important ideas. 
 
Another important aspect of this is the advantages of using computer the greatest invention of the last 
century. Students do not have to spend their time by writing and re-writing many papers. It is really 
time-consuming. They just type information in and may use many useful features such as "copy", "past", 
"delete", "save", etc. Also, sometimes students do not have to write down lectures because they already 
have them on their computers.  
 
Internet plays an important role in our life now. We can communicate with the people who are on another 
part of the planet. We also can get the latest news very quickly. People can ask for a piece of advice or 
find different kinds of information on the Internet. Students can get their degree on-line, register for 
classes, communicate with professors, take tests and even listen to a lecture. 
I think the great part in it that students may more effectively arrange their time. They can get their task by 
e-mail and stay home to do it. It really saves time and make studying more fun especially if a person has 
to work in order to pay his or her tuition. 
 
To summarize, I think that many last inventions improved students' life and allowed them to concentrate 
more on studying. 
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arena
argue
argument
arise
arithmetic
armour
aroma
arouse
arrange
arrangement
array
arrogant
artery
arthritis
article
articulate
artificial
artillery
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as
ascend
ascent
ascertain
ascribe
ashamed
aspiration
aspire
aspirin
assassination
assault
assemble
assert
assess
asset
assign
assignment
assimilate
assist
associate
assorted
assortment
assume
assumption
assurance
assure
assured
asterisk
asthma
astound
astrology
astronomy
asylum
asymmetric
asymmetry
athlete
atlas
attach
attack
attain
attempt
attend
attendance
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attendant
attorney
attractive
attribute
auction
audible
audience
audio-visual
audit
audition
auditorium
augment
aupair
authentic
authoritative
authority
authorize
automatic
automation
automobile
autonomous
autonomy
auxiliary
avail
available
avalanche
average
avert
aviation
avoid
aware
awesome
awful
awkward
axis
Bible
bachelor
back
backward
bacon
bacterium
badge
badminton
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baffle
baggage
bait
bake
balance
balcony
bald
ballet
ballot
bamboo
ban
band
bandage
bang
banish
bankrupt
bankruptcy
banner
banquet
bar
barbecue
barber
bare
barely
bargain
barge
bark
barn
barometer
barrel
barren
barricade
barrier
barter
baseball
basement
basic
basis
batch
bathe
batter
bay
beach


file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt (9 of 106)10-Mar-2006 2:07:23 AM







file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt


bead
beam
bear
beard
bearing
beat
beautician
become
beforehand
behalf
behave
belly
beloved
bend
beneficial
benefit
bent
benzene
berth
beset
bespectacled
best
bet
betray
better
beverage
bewilder
bias
bibliography
bid
bilateral
bilingual
bill
bind
biodegradable
biography
bite
bitter
bitumen
bizarre
blame
blank
blast
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blaze
bleach
bleak
bleed
blend
bless
blindfold
blink
bloc
block
blonde
bloom
blossom
blot
blunder
blunt
blur
blush
board
boarding card
boarding school
boast
bob
boil
bold
bolt
bond
bonus
book
bookcase
bookkeeper
bookstall
boom
boost
booth
border
bore
botany
bother
bounce
bound
boundary
bounty
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bouquet
bout
boutique
bowel
boycott
brace
bracket
brainstorm
brake
brand
brash
brashness
brass
breach
breadwinner
break
breakdown
breakthrough
breed
breeze
brew
brewery
bribe
briefcase
brilliant
bring
brink
brisk
brittle
brochure
bronchitis
bronze
brood
browse
bruise
brutal
bubble
buck
bucket
buckle
bud
budget
buffalo
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buffet
bug
bugbear
bulb
bulge
bulk
bull
bulletin
bully
bump
bumper
bunch
bundle
bungalow
bunk
buoyant
bureaucracy
burgeon
burglar
burial
burrow
bursar
business
bust
bustle
butcher
butterfly
buzz
buzzword
bypass
Catholic
Christian
cabin
cabinet
cable
cafe
cafeteria
calamity
calcium
calculate
calculator
calendar
calibrate
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call
calorie
campaign
campus
canal
cancel
cancer
candidate
candle
candy
cane
cannon
canteen
canvas
capacity
cape
capillary
capital
capitulate
capsule
caption
captive
capture
caravan
carbohydrate
cardinal
carnivore
carousel
carp
carpenter
carpentry
carrier
carrot
carry
cart
cartilage
cartography
carton
cartoon
carve
cash
cashier
cassette
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cast
casting
casual
casualty
catalogue
catalyst
cataract
catastrophe
catch
catching
categorize
category
cater
caterpillar
cathedral
caustic
caution
cautious
cavity
cease
cell
cellar
cellular
cellulose
cement
cemetery
censor
census
centenary
centennial
centrifugal
ceramic
cereal
ceremony
certainty
certificate
certify
cervix
challenge
chamber
champagne
champion
chant
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chaos
chap
chapel
characteristic
characterize
charge
charity
charm
chart
charter
chase
chasm
chaste
chat
check
checkup
cheer
cherish
chew
chic
chief
chill
chime
chimney
chin
chip
chisel
choir
choke
chop
choral
chord
chore
chorus
chromosome
chronic
chronological
chronology
chunk
circuit
circulate
circumference
circumstance
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circus
cite
civic
civilian
claim
clam
clamor
clamp
clan
clarify
clarity
clash
clasp
classic
classical
classify
clatter
clause
clay
clear
clearance
clich¨¦
click
client
climactic
climax
cling
clinging
clinic
clinical
clip
clockwise
closet
clue
clumsy
cluster
clutch
coach
coalition
coarse
coastal
coax
cocaine
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code
coed
coeducation
coerce
cog
cognitive
coherent
cohesion
coil
coin
coincide
coincidence
collaborate
collaboration
collapse
collide
collision
colloquial
colonial
colonialism
colonnade
colony
colossal
column
combat
combination
combine
combustible
combustion
come
comedy
comet
comic
commemorate
commence
commend
comment
commentary
commentate
commercial
commercialize
commission
commissioner
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commit
commitment
committee
commodity
commonplace
commonwealth
commotion
communal
communicate
communication
community
commute
commuter
compact
company
comparable
comparison
compartment
compass
compatible
compel
compensate
compensation
competence
competition
competitive
compile
complement
complex
complexion
compliance
complicated
complication
compliment
comply
component
compose
composite
composition
compound
comprehensive
compress
comprise
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compromise
compulsory
compute
conceal
concede
conceivable
conceive
concentrate
concentric
conception
concern
concerted
concession
concise
conclusive
concoct
concrete
condemn
condense
condition
condolence
conducive
conduct
confer
confess
confession
confidence
confident
confidential
configuration
confine
confirm
conflict
confluence
conform
confront
confuse
confusion
congested
congestion
congregate
congress
congruent
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conjunction
connect
connection
conquer
conquest
conscience
conscientious
conscious
consciousness
consecutive
consensus
consent
consequence
consequent
conservation
conservative
conservatory
conserve
considerable
considerate
consideration
consign
consist
consistent
consolation
console
consolidate
consonant
conspicuous
conspiracy
constable
constabulary
constant
constituent
constitute
constitution
constrain
constrict
construction
consult
consultant
consultation
consumer
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consumption
contact
contaminate
contemplate
contemporary
contempt
contend
content
contention
contest
contestant
context
contingency
continuity
contract
contradict
contradiction
contrast
contribute
contribution
contrive
controversial
controversy
convene
convenience
convention
conventional
converge
converse
conversely
conversion
convert
convey
convict
conviction
convince
cooperate
coordinate
copyright
coral
cordial
core
cork
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corporate
corporation
corps
corpse
correlate
correlation
correspond
correspondence
correspondent
corresponding
corrode
corrupt
corruption
cosmetic
cosmic
cosmopolitan
cosmos
cosset
costume
cosy
couch
council
counsel
counselor
counter
counterbalance
counterfeit
counterpart
coupon
courier
courtesy
coverage
coward
crack
cradle
craft
cram
cramp
crash
crater
crawl
craze
crazy
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crease
create
creation
credentials
credible
credit
creep
crevice
crew
cricket
criminal
cripple
crisis
crisp
criterion
critical
criticism
croissant
crooked
crouch
crown
crucial
crude
cruise
crumb
crumble
crumple
crush
crust
crutch
crystal
cube
cucumber
cue
cuff
cuisine
culminate
culprit
cultivate
cultural
culture
cumbersome
cumulative
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cunning
cupboard
curb
curl
currency
current
curriculum
curriculum vitae
curse
curtail
curve
cushion
custodian
custom
customary
cut
cute
cutting
cyanide
cyclic
cylinder
cynic
cynical
Dutch
dairy
dam
dangle
dart
dash
database
date
dawn
day
dazzle
deadline
deadlock
deadly
deaf
dean
dearth
debris
debtor
decade
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decay
deceive
decent
decentralize
decimal
decipher
deck
declaration
declare
decline
decode
decompose
decorate
decoration
decrease
decree
decrepit
dedicate
dedicated
deduce
deduct
deem
default
defeat
defect
defence
defendant
defer
defiance
deficiency
deficit
defile
definite
definition
definitive
deflate
deflect
deform
defraud
deft
defy
degenerate
degrade
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degree
delectable
delegate
delete
deliberate
delicate
delicious
delight
delinquency
delirium
deliver
delta
delude
deluge
democracy
democratic
demography
demolish
demolition
demonstrate
demonstrative
denial
denomination
denote
denounce
dense
dental
dentist
deny
depart
depict
deplete
depletion
deplore
deposit
depress
depression
deprive
deputy
derelict
derive
descend
descent
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description
desert
deserve
design
designate
desirable
desolate
despair
despatch
desperate
despise
dessert
destination
destine
destiny
destructive
detach
detail
detain
detect
detective
deter
detergent
deteriorate
determination
determine
detest
detract
detriment
detrimental
deuterium
devastate
devastating
deviance
deviate
deviation
devise
devote
devour
diagnose
diagnosis
diagram
dial
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dialect
diameter
diaphragm
diarrhea
dictate
diction
diesel
diet
differ
differentiate
diffuse
digest
digestion
digit
digital
dignify
dignity
dilapidated
dilate
dilemma
diligent
dilute
dim
dimension
diminish
din
dine
dingy
dinosaur
dip
diploma
diplomat
diplomatic
directory
disable
disarm
disarray
disaster
disc
discard
discern
discharge
discipline
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disclose
discord
discount
discreet
discrepancy
discrete
discriminate
discussion
disdain
disentangle
disguise
disgust
dismay
dismiss
disorder
dispatch
dispel
disperse
displace
display
disposable
disposal
dispose
disposition
disprove
dispute
disregard
disreputable
disrupt
dissertation
dissipate
dissolve
distend
distil
distinct
distinction
distinguish
distort
distract
distraction
distress
distribute
disturb
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disturbance
ditch
diverge
diverse
diversion
diversity
divert
dividend
divine
division
dizzy
do
dock
doctrine
dodge
dogged
dogma
dole
dolphin
domain
dome
domestic
dominant
dominate
donate
donation
doom
dormant
dorsal
dose
dot
doubtful
doubtless
downfall
downpour
downtown
doze
draft
drain
drainage
dramatic
drastic
drawback
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dread
dreadful
dreary
dredge
drench
drift
drill
drought
drown
drowse
drowsy
drudgery
dual
dub
dubious
due
dull
duly
dumb
dump
duplicate
durable
dwarf
dwell
dwelling
dwindle
dynamic
dynamite
dynasty
dysentery
Easter
earnest
earthquake
ease
eccentric
echo
eclipse
ecology
economic
economical
economics
economy
ecosystem
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eddy
edge
edible
edit
edition
editorial
effective
efficient
effluent
egalitarian
ego
eject
eke
elaborate
elapse
elastic
elated
elbow
elderly
electrical
electrician
electronic
electronics
elegant
element
elementary
elevate
elevator
elicit
eligible
eliminate
elite
eloquent
elsewhere
elusive
embankment
embargo
embark
embarrass
embassy
embed
embody
embrace
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embryo
emerge
emergency
emigrate
eminent
eminently
emit
emotion
emphasis
emphasize
empirical
employment
empower
enable
enact
enclose
enclosure
encounter
encroach
encyclopedia
end
endanger
endeavour
endorse
endow
endurance
endure
energetic
enforce
engage
engagement
engrave
engross
enhance
enlighten
enormous
enormously
enquire
enquiry
enrich
enrol
enroll
enrolment
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ensemble
ensue
ensure
entail
entangle
enterprise
entertainment
enthusiasm
enthusiastic
entice
entitle
entity
entrant
entreat
entrenched
entrepreneur
entry
environment
envisage
envision
envy
enzyme
ephemeral
epidemic
episode
epoch
equal
equation
equator
equilibrium
equipment
equitable
equity
equivalent
equivocal
eradicate
erase
erect
erode
erosion
err
errand
erratic
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erroneous
erupt
escalate
escalator
escort
essay
essence
essential
establish
estate
esteem
estimate
estuary
eternal
ethereal
ethnic
etiquette
eucalyptus
evacuate
evade
evaluate
evaporate
even
eventually
everlasting
evict
evoke
evolution
evolve
exacerbate
exaggerate
exasperate
excavate
exceed
exceedingly
excel
exception
exceptional
excerpt
excess
exchange
exclaim
exclude
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exclusive
exclusively
excrement
excursion
execute
execution
executive
exemplify
exempt
exert
exhale
exhaust
exhilarate
exhort
exile
exorbitant
exotic
expand
expansion
expedient
expedition
expel
expend
expenditure
expert
expertise
expire
explanatory
explicit
explode
exploit
exploration
explore
explosion
explosive
exponent
export
expose
exposition
expulsion
exquisite
extend
extensive
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extent
exterior
exterminate
external
extinct
extinguish
extinguisher
extol
extort
extra
extract
extravagant
extreme
exuberant
eye
Fahrenheit
fabric
fabricate
fabulous
face
facet
facilitate
facility
facsimile
factor
factual
faculty
fade
faint
fairly
faith
fake
fall
fallacy
fallible
falsify
falter
fame
familiar
familiarity
famine
fanatic
fancy
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fantastic
fantasy
fare
farewell
fascinate
fascinating
fastidious
fatal
fathom
fatigue
fatty
fatuous
fault
fauna
favour
feasible
feast
feat
feature
federal
federation
fee
feeble
feedback
feel
fellowship
female
feminine
femur
fend
fermentation
ferocious
ferry
fertile
fervent
fester
festival
festivity
fetch
fetter
fetus
feud
fiance
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fibre
fickle
fiction
fidelity
fidget
fierce
figure
filament
file
filter
filth
finance
financial
finicky
finite
firearm
fist
fit
fitting
fixture
flabby
flagstone
flake
flame
flank
flap
flare
flash
flask
flatter
flaunt
flavour
flaw
flee
fleet
fleeting
flesh
flexible
flick
flicker
flimsy
fling
flip
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flirt
float
flock
flora
flour
flourish
flow
flu
fluctuate
fluent
fluff
fluid
fluorescent
flush
flutter
flux
flyover
foam
focus
foible
foil
forecast
forefront
foremost
forensic
forerunner
foresee
foreseeable
forfeit
forge
forgive
formality
format
formation
former
formidable
formula
formulate
fort
forte
forthcoming
fortify
fortnight
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forum
fossil
foster
foul
foundation
fountain
fraction
fractionally
fracture
fragile
fragment
fragrance
fragrant
frail
framework
frantic
fraud
fraught
freak
freight
fret
friction
fridge
fringe
frontier
frost
frown
frugal
fruition
frustrate
fry
fuel
fulfil
fume
function
fundamental
funeral
funnel
furious
furnace
furnish
furor
furrow
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fury
fuse
fusion
fuss
gaily
galaxy
gale
gallery
gamble
gang
gaol
gap
gape
garbage
garlic
garment
gasp
gaudy
gauge
gaunt
gear
gender
gene
generality
generalize
generate
generic
generous
genetic
genial
genius
genocide
gentle
genuine
geology
geometry
germ
gesture
get
ghastly
gigantic
giggle
gimmick
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gist
give
given
glacier
glamour
gland
glare
gleam
glide
glimmer
glimpse
glitter
global
gloomy
glorious
gloss
glossary
glow
glue
glutinous
glycerin
go
goad
goal
good
gorgeous
gossip
gown
grab
grace
gracious
gradual
graduate
granary
grand
granite
grant
granular
granule
graph
graphic
grate
gratitude
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gratuity
grave
gravel
graveyard
gravitation
gravity
graze
grease
greedy
grid
grief
grieve
grill
grim
grin
grind
grip
grit
groan
groove
grope
gross
growl
grudge
grumble
guarantee
guardian
guideline
guild
gullible
gush
gust
guy
gymnasium
gypsum
habitable
hail
halibut
hallmark
halt
hamper
hand
handbook
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handcuff
handicap
handle
handsome
hang
haphazard
harangue
harass
harassment
harbour
hard
hardware
hardy
harmony
harness
harsh
haste
hasty
hatch
hatchback
haul
haunt
haven
havoc
hawk
hazard
hazardous
headstrong
heal
heap
hearing
heart
heave
hectare
hectic
hedge
heed
heighten
heir
helicopter
helium
hell
helmet
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hemisphere
hence
hepatitis
herb
herbalist
herbivorous
herculean
herd
hereditary
heretic
heritage
heterogeneous
hierarchy
highlight
hijack
hike
hilarious
hillside
hinder
hinge
hint
historian
historic
hit
hitchhike
hitherto
hive
hobby
hoist
hold
hold-all
holocaust
homestay
homicide
homogeneous
honeymoon
hop
horizon
hormone
horrible
horticulture
hose
hospitable
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hospital
hospitality
host
hostage
hostile
hound
hover
howl
hub
hubbub
huddle
hug
hum
humanity
humble
humdrum
humidity
humiliate
hump
hurdle
hurl
hurricane
husky
hydraulic
hydrogen
hygiene
hypnosis
hypothesis
hysterical
ideal
identical
identification
identify
identity
ideology
idiom
idiosyncrasy
idiot
idle
idyll
ignite
ignition
ignorance
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illegal
illiterate
illogical
illuminate
illusion
illustrate
illustration
imaginative
imitate
imitation
immediate
immense
immerse
immigrant
imminent
immune
impact
impair
impart
impede
imperative
imperial
impetuous
impetus
implant
implement
implicit
impose
imposing
impressive
imprison
impromptu
improvise
impulse
inactive
inadequate
inalienable
inapt
inattention
inaugurate
incentive
incidence
incidentally
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incinerator
incipient
incision
incite
inclination
incline
inclusive
income
incongruous
incorporate
increase
incredible
increment
incur
indefinite
indelible
indemnity
indicate
indicative
indicator
indifferent
indigenous
indignant
indispensable
individual
induce
indulge
inept
inert
inertia
inestimable
inevitable
inexorable
inextricable
infant
infect
infection
infectious
inference
inferior
infernal
infertile
infest
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infinite
infinitesimal
infinity
infirmary
inflammable
inflation
inflict
influence
influx
inform
informative
infringe
ingenious
ingenuous
ingot
ingredient
inhabit
inhabitant
inherent
inherit
inhibit
initial
initiate
initiative
inject
inland
inmate
innards
innocent
innocuous
innovation
innumerable
inquire
inquiry
insane
inscribe
insert
inshore
insight
insipid
insolent
insoluble
insolvent
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inspection
inspiration
inspire
inspiring
install
instalment
instantaneous
instinct
institution
instruction
instrument
instrumental
insubstantial
insulate
insult
insurance
insure
intact
intake
integral
integrate
integrity
intellect
intellectual
intelligible
intend
intense
intensify
intensive
intent
intention
interact
intercontinental
interdependent
interim
interior
intermediate
intermittent
internal
interplanetary
interpret
interpretation
interpreter
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interrogate
interrupt
intersection
intersperse
interval
intervene
intimate
intimidate
intonation
intractable
intransigent
intricate
intrigue
intrinsic
intuition
inundate
invade
invalid
invaluable
invariably
inventory
invert
invest
investigate
inveterate
invigilate
invincible
invisible
invoice
involve
iodine
ironic
irony
irrelevant
irrespective
irrigate
irrigation
irritate
isle
isolate
issue
item
itemize
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itinerary
ivory
jagged
jail
jam
janitor
jealous
jeer
jelly
jellyfish
jeopardise
jerk
jog
jolt
journal
journalist
judgement
judicial
jumble
junction
jungle
junior
junk
jury
justification
justify
juvenile
kangaroo
keen
keep
kernel
kerosene
ketchup
kidnap
kidney
kin
kindle
kit
knit
knob
knot
label
laborious
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lace
lack
laden
lag
lagoon
lamb
lame
lament
landscape
lane
languid
lap
lapse
larynx
lash
latent
lateral
latitude
latter
laudable
launch
laundry
lavish
lawn
lax
lay
layer
layman
layoff
layout
leaflet
leafy
leak
leap
lease
leave
lecture
legal
legend
legendary
legible
legion
legislate
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legislation
legitimate
lenient
lens
lesser
let
lethal
lever
levy
lewd
lexicographer
lexicography
liability
liable
liaison
liberal
licence
lick
light
likelihood
likewise
limb
limitation
limp
line
linear
linen
liner
linger
lint
liqueur
liquor
literacy
literally
literature
litter
live
livestock
loaf
loan
loath
lobby
locality
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locker
locomotive
lodge
lodging
lofty
log
logic
logistics
loll
longitude
look
loom
loop
loth
lottery
lotus
lounge
lowland
loyal
lubricate
lucid
lucrative
ludicrous
lukewarm
lull
luminous
lump
lunar
lure
lurk
luxurious
luxury
Mexican
macabre
macaque
machinery
mackintosh
madden
magistrate
magnanimous
magnate
magnet
magnetic
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magnificent
magnify
magnitude
maiden
maim
main
maintain
maintenance
maize
majestic
majority
make
making
malaria
malice
malignant
mall
malleable
malnutrition
malpractice
maltreat
mammal
manacle
managerial
mandate
mandatory
maneuver
mangrove
manhole
mania
maniac
manifest
manifestation
manifold
manila
manipulate
mannerism
mansion
mantle
manual
manufacture
manure
manuscript
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mar
marble
march
margin
marginal
marine
marital
maritime
marrow
marsh
martial
martyr
marvel
marvelous
masculine
masculinity
mask
masquerade
massacre
massive
masterpiece
match
maternal
matriculate
matrimony
mature
maximize
maximum
meadow
meagre
mean
means
measure
mechanic
mechanism
medal
meddle
mediate
medication
medieval
mediocre
meditate
medium
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meek
melancholy
melodious
melody
melt
membrane
memento
memorandum
menace
mental
mentality
mention
mercantile
mercenary
mercurial
mercy
merge
meringue
merit
mesh
mess
messy
metabolism
metallic
metallurgy
metaphor
meteoric
meteorologist
meteorology
methodical
methodology
meticulous
metric
metro
metropolitan
microbe
microcosm
microfilm
microwave
midst
mien
might
mighty
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migrant
migrate
migratory
mildew
militant
military
millennium
mimic
mind
mineral
mineralwater
mingle
minimal
minimum
minister
minor
minority
mint
minus
minute
miracle
mirage
mire
misappropriate
miscarriage
miscellaneous
mischance
mischief
misconceive
misdeed
miserable
misery
misfortune
misgiving
misguided
mishap
misrepresent
missile
mission
mist
misuse
mitigate
mobile
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mobilize
mock
mode
model
moderate
modest
modify
modish
modulate
module
moist
mold
mole
molecule
molest
molten
momentous
momentum
monarchy
monetary
monitor
monologue
monopoly
monotonous
monsoon
monster
monstrous
monumental
moped
moral
morality
morbid
moreover
mortal
mortgage
mosaic
most
motel
motif
motion
motivate
motto
mould
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mount
mourn
moustache
mucous
muddle
multifarious
multilateral
multiple
multiply
multitude
mundane
municipal
murmur
muscular
mushroom
muster
mutation
mutter
mutual
myriad
mystify
myth
mythical
mythology
naive
naked
namely
nap
narcotic
narrative
nasal
nasty
natal
national
nationality
nausea
nautical
naval
navigable
navigation
neat
necessitate
negation


file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt (63 of 106)10-Mar-2006 2:07:24 AM







file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt


negative
neglect
negligence
negligible
negotiable
negotiate
neurosis
neurotic
neutral
neutralize
nevertheless
nibble
nicety
nickel
nickname
nightmare
nil
nitrate
nitrogen
nobility
nomad
nominal
nominate
nominee
norm
normalize
nostalgia
nostril
notable
notably
notary
notation
notch
nothing
notify
notion
notional
notoriety
notorious
nought
nourish
nourishment
novel
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novelty
novice
nowhere
noxious
nozzle
nuance
nucleus
nuisance
null
nullify
numb
numerate
numerical
numerous
nursery
nurture
nutrition
nylon
oar
oasis
oath
oatmeal
obedient
obese
object
objection
objective
obligate
obligation
obligatory
oblige
obliging
oblique
oblivious
oblong
obnoxious
obscene
obscure
observance
observatory
observe
obsess
obsession
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obsolete
obstacle
obstinate
obstruct
obtain
obvious
occasion
occasional
occupant
occupational
occupy
occur
occurrence
octagon
odd
odds
odometer
odour
odyssey
off-hand
offence
offend
offer
offset
offshore
offspring
omen
ominous
omit
on
once
oncoming
one
ongoing
onlooker
onset
onus
opaque
opening
opinion
opponent
opportunity
oppose
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opposite
oppress
opt
optic
optical
optics
optimism
optimum
option
optional
orbit
orchard
orchestra
ordeal
orderly
ore
organ
organism
organization
oriental
orientate
orientation
origin
original
originate
ornament
orthodox
orthopedic
oscillate
ostensible
ostentation
otherwise
oust
outbreak
outcast
outcome
outcry
outdated
outdo
outfit
outlaw
outlet
outline
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outlying
output
outrageous
outright
outset
outskirts
outspoken
outstrip
outweigh
oval
ovation
overall
overcome
overdose
overdue
overflow
overhaul
overhear
overlap
overload
overlook
override
overrule
overrun
overseas
oversee
overt
overtake
overthrow
overture
overweight
overwhelm
overwrought
owe
ownership
oxide
oxidize
ozone
pace
pacify
package
pad
paddle
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paddock
pageant
pains
painstaking
palatable
palm
palpitate
pamper
pamphlet
pan
panacea
panel
panic
panorama
pant
pants
parachute
parade
paradise
paradox
parakeet
parallel
paralyse
paralysis
paramount
paranoia
paraphernalia
paraphrase
parasite
parliament
parody
part
partake
partial
participant
participate
particle
partisan
partition
pass
passage
passion
passive
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passport
pastime
pastry
pasture
patch
patent
patently
paternity
pathetic
pathological
pathos
patio
patriotism
patrol
patron
pause
pave
pavement
pay
payroll
peak
pebble
peculiar
peculiarity
pedal
pedestal
pedestrian
peel
peer
pellet
penalty
pendulum
penetrate
peninsula
pension
penury
perceive
percentage
perceptible
perception
percussion
perennial
perform
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performance
perfume
peril
perimeter
periodical
periphery
periscope
perish
perishable
permanent
permeate
permissible
permit
peroxide
perpendicular
perpetual
perpetuate
perplex
perplexity
persecute
persevere
persist
persistent
personal
personality
personnel
perspective
perspire
persuade
persuasive
pertain
pertinent
perturb
pervade
perverse
pervert
pessimism
pester
pesticide
petal
petition
petroleum
petty
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petunia
pharaoh
pharmaceutical
pharmaceutist
pharmacy
phase
phenomenal
phenomenon
philosophy
phobia
phoenix
phonetic
phony
phosphorus
physician
physiological
physique
pick
picnic
picturesque
piecemeal
pier
pierce
piety
piggyback
pigment
pilchard
pilgrim
pillar
pillow
pilot
pimple
pin
pinch
pine
pinnacle
pinpoint
piracy
piston
pit
pitch
pitfall
pivot
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placard
placid
plagiarize
plague
plaintive
planetarium
plank
plankton
plantation
plasma
plaster
plateau
platform
platitude
platypus
plausible
plea
plead
pledge
plethora
pliable
plight
plot
plough
ploy
plug
plumb
plume
plummet
plunder
plunge
plural
plus
pointed
pointless
poise
poke
poker
polar
polarity
pole
policy
poliomyelitis
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polish
politic
poll
pollinate
pollutant
pompous
ponder
ponderous
porcelain
porch
pore
porous
porpoise
port
portable
portfolio
portion
portray
pose
positive
possession
postage
poster
posterity
postgraduate
posthumous
postmortem
postpone
postscript
posture
potent
potential
potion
potluck
potter
pottery
poultry
pounce
pour
poverty
practicable
practical
practically


file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt (74 of 106)10-Mar-2006 2:07:24 AM







file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt


practitioner
pragmatic
preach
precarious
precaution
precedence
precedent
preceding
precinct
precious
precipice
precipitate
precise
precisely
predecessor
predict
predictable
predisposition
predominant
predominantly
prefabricate
preface
prefix
pregnancy
pregnant
prehistoric
prejudice
preliminary
prelude
premise
premium
preoperative
preparatory
prerequisite
prerogative
prescribe
prescription
presence
presentation
preserve
pressure
prestige
prestigious
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presumably
presumption
pretentious
pretext
prevail
prevalent
prevent
previous
prey
primary
prime
primitive
principal
printout
prior
priority
privacy
privilege
probation
probe
problematic
procedure
proceed
proceeding
process
proclaim
procure
prodigious
productive
productivity
profane
professional
proficiency
proficient
profile
profit
profound
profuse
prohibit
project
prolific
prologue
prolong
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prominent
promise
promising
promote
prompt
prone
propaganda
propagate
propel
property
prophecy
prophet
proportion
proposal
propose
proposition
propriety
propulsion
prosaic
prosecute
prosecution
prospect
prospective
prospectus
prosperous
prostitute
prostrate
protein
protest
protocol
prototype
protract
protrude
provided
provision
provisional
provoke
proximity
proxy
pry
pseudonym
psychiatry
psychology
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publicity
pull
pulp
pump
punctual
punctuation
puncture
pungent
pupil
purchase
purge
purity
pursuit
put
puzzle
pygmy
pyre
pyrite
quagmire
quaint
qualification
qualify
qualitative
quality
quandary
quantify
quantitative
quarantine
quarry
quarterly
quash
queer
quench
quest
questionnaire
queue
quirk
quit
quiver
quota
quote
racism
rack


file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt (78 of 106)10-Mar-2006 2:07:24 AM







file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt


racket
radar
radiate
radical
radius
raft
rage
ragged
raid
rail
rally
ramble
ramification
ramify
rampant
random
range
ranking
ransom
rarely
ratio
rational
raucous
ravage
rave
raw
react
readily
realistic
realm
reap
reappraisal
rear
reasonable
reassure
recall
recapture
recede
receipt
reception
recession
recipe
recipient
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reciprocal
recital
recite
reckless
reckon
reclaim
recline
recognize
recollect
recommend
recommendation
reconcile
reconsider
recover
recreation
recruit
rectangle
rectify
recur
recycle
redeem
redistribute
reduce
redundancy
redundant
reef
reel
referee
reference
referendum
refine
refinement
reflect
refrain
refreshing
refreshment
refrigerator
refugee
refund
refusal
refute
regarding
regardless
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regeneration
regime
region
register
registrar
regulate
rehabilitate
rehearse
reign
reimburse
reinforce
reiterate
reject
rejoice
relapse
relate
related
relative
relay
release
relentless
relevant
reliable
reliant
relief
relieve
relinquish
reluctant
rely
remainder
remarkable
remedy
remind
remission
remittance
remnant
remorse
removal
renaissance
render
rendezvous
renew
renovate
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renovation
renowned
repatriate
repel
repent
repertoire
repetition
represent
reproach
reptile
reputable
reputation
request
require
rescue
research
resemblance
resemble
resent
resentment
reserve
reservoir
reshuffle
residence
residue
resign
resignation
resilience
resilient
resolution
resolve
resonant
resort
resource
respectively
respiration
respiratory
respond
responsive
restless
restorative
restore
restrain


file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt (82 of 106)10-Mar-2006 2:07:24 AM







file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt


restrict
resultant
resume
retail
retain
retention
reticent
retort
retreat
retrial
retrieve
retrospect
reveal
revelation
revenge
revenue
reverent
reverse
revert
review
revise
revive
revolt
revolve
reward
rhetoric
rheumatic
rhythm
ribbon
rickety
ridge
ridiculous
rift
rig
righteous
rigid
rigorous
rim
rinse
riot
rip
ripen
ripple
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ritual
rival
rivet
roam
roar
roast
robust
role
roll
rot
rotate
rough
rouse
route
routine
rub
rubric
ruffle
rug
ruinous
rumour
rupture
rural
rust
ruthless
sabotage
sack
sacred
sacrifice
saddle
safeguard
sail
sake
saline
salmon
salute
salvage
sanction
sane
sanitary
sanity
sarcasm
saturate
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sauce
savage
say
scale
scalpel
scan
scandal
scant
scapegoat
scar
scarcely
scarf
scatter
scenario
scene
scenery
scenic
scent
sceptical
schedule
scheme
scholarship
scissors
sclerosis
scold
scoop
scorch
score
scorn
scout
scrap
scrape
scratch
screw
script
scroll
scrupulous
scrutiny
sculpture
scum
scurry
seal
seam


file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt (85 of 106)10-Mar-2006 2:07:24 AM







file:///I|/LIBRARY/English/IELTS/OTHER/IELTS%20MATERIALS/WordList_IELTS.txt


seclude
secluded
secondary
secretion
section
sectional
sector
secular
security
sediment
seductive
seemingly
seep
segment
segregate
seismic
selection
selective
semblance
semester
seminar
seniority
sensible
sensitive
sentiment
separate
septic
sequence
series
serpent
session
set
setback
setting
settle
severe
sewage
sewer
sexual
shabby
shack
shaft
shallow
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sham
shamble
shampoo
shanty
shape
shatter
shave
shear
shed
sheer
sheet
shell
shelter
shelve
shepherd
shield
shift
shimmer
shiver
shoal
shock
shovel
shower
shred
shrewd
shrimp
shrink
shrub
shrug
shutter
shuttle
sicken
siege
sieve
sigh
sightseeing
sign
signal
signature
significant
signify
signpost
silt
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similar
simplify
simulate
simultaneous
sincere
single
singular
sink
site
situated
skeleton
sketch
skew
skim
skip
slab
slack
slag
slam
slander
slap
slate
slaughter
sled
slender
slice
slide
slight
slim
slip
slippery
slit
slogan
slope
slot
sluggish
sluice
slum
smart
smash
smooth
smother
smuggle
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snack
snag
snap
snatch
snout
snowbound
soak
soar
sober
sociable
sociology
socket
sodium
soil
solar
sole
solely
solemn
solicit
solidarity
solidify
solitary
solo
soluble
solution
solvent
somehow
somewhat
soot
soothe
sophisticated
sore
sort
sound
sour
source
souvenir
sovereign
sow
spacious
span
spare
spark
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sparkle
sparse
spatial
specialist
speciality
specialize
species
specific
specification
specimen
spectacle
spectacular
spectator
spectrum
speculate
sphere
sphinx
spicy
spike
spill
spin
spiral
spiritual
spit
splash
splendid
splint
split
spoil
spokesman
sponge
sponsor
spontaneous
sporadic
spotlight
spouse
sprawl
spray
spring
sprint
sprout
spur
square
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squash
squat
squeal
squeeze
squirt
stability
stabilize
stack
stadium
staff
stagger
stagnant
staid
stain
stake
stale
stall
stammer
stand
standard
standing
staphylococcus
staple
starch
starfish
startle
starve
statesman
static
stationary
stationer
stationery
statistician
statistics
statue
status
statute
steadfast
steady
steak
steamer
steep
steer
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stem
stereo
stereotype
sterilize
sterling
stern
steward
stewardship
stick
stiff
stigma
stimulate
stimulus
sting
stipulate
stir
stitch
stock
stoop
storage
storey
straightforward
strain
strait
strap
strategic
strategy
strengthen
strenuous
stress
stretch
strew
stride
striking
string
strip
stripe
strive
stroke
structural
stubborn
studio
studious
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stuff
stuffing
stumble
stuntman
sturdy
style
subdue
subject
subjective
subliminal
submarine
submerge
submission
submit
subordinate
subscribe
subsequent
subside
subsidiary
subsidize
subsidy
substantial
substantiate
substitute
subtitle
subtle
subtract
suburb
suburbia
succession
succinct
succumb
suck
sue
suffer
sufficient
suffix
suicide
suitable
suitcase
suite
sulphide
sulphur
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summary
summit
summon
sunshine
superb
superficial
superfluous
superintend
superior
supersede
supersonic
superstition
superstructure
supervise
supplement
supplementary
support
supposedly
supposition
suppress
supreme
surcharge
surge
surgeon
surgery
surmount
surpass
surplus
surrender
survey
survival
susceptible
suspect
suspend
suspense
suspension
suspicious
sustain
sustenance
swallow
swamp
swarm
sway
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swear
sweater
sweep
swell
swerve
swift
swing
swirl
switch
syllable
syllabus
symbol
symbolize
symmetry
sympathetic
symphony
symposium
symptom
synchronize
syndrome
synonym
synopsis
synthesis
synthesize
synthetic
systematic
tablet
taboo
tacit
tackle
tactic
tag
take
talcumpowder
talented
tally
tame
tamper
tangible
tangle
tank
tantalize
tap
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tar
target
tariff
tarnish
taxation
tear
tease
technical
technician
technique
teddybear
tedious
teem
telecommunication
telex
telling
temper
temperament
temperate
tempo
temporal
temporary
tempt
temptation
tenable
tenacious
tenancy
tend
tendency
tender
tension
tentacle
tentative
term
terminal
terminate
terrace
terrain
terrestrial
terrific
terrify
territorial
territory
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terror
terse
tertiary
testimony
tetrad
textile
texture
thaw
theft
theme
therapy
thereby
thermal
thermometer
thermostat
thesaurus
thesis
thigh
thinner
thirst
thorough
thoughtful
threshold
thrill
thrive
throat
throbbing
throng
throughout
thrust
thumb
thunder
thyroid
tibia
tick
tide
tidy
tighten
tile
tilt
timber
time
timely
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timidity
tinge
tinker
tissue
title
toad
toast
toddle
toddler
toil
token
tolerable
tolerance
toll
toneless
tongue
tonic
topmost
topple
topsoil
torch
torment
tornado
torrent
torture
toss
touchy
tough
tourism
tournament
tow
towel
toxic
trace
track
tract
traction
tradition
tragedy
trail
trainee
trait
traitor
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tramp
trample
tranquil
tranquility
tranquilizer
transaction
transcend
transcript
transfer
transform
transfuse
transgress
transistor
transit
transition
transitive
translucent
transmission
transparent
transplant
transport
trap
trauma
traverse
treatise
treatment
treaty
treble
trek
tremble
tremendous
tremor
trench
trend
trespass
trial
triangle
tributary
trick
trickle
tricky
trifle
trigger
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trim
triple
trite
triumph
trivial
trochanter
trophy
tropic
troupe
truant
truce
trumpet
trunk
trustworthy
truth
tube
tuberculosis
tuck
tug
tuition
tumble
tumour
tumult
tune
tunnel
turbine
turbot
turbulent
turf
turmoil
turnover
tutor
tutorial
tweezers
twig
twilight
twinkle
twist
typhoon
typical
tyrannical
tyre
ubiquitous
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ugly
ultimately
ultimatum
ultrasonic
ultraviolet
unanimous
uncalled-for
uncap
unconditional
unconscious
undeniable
undercharge
underestimate
undergo
undergraduate
underline
underlying
undermine
underneath
undertake
underwrite
undo
undoubtedly
undue
undulate
unduly
uneasy
unemployment
uneven
unfold
ungainly
unicorn
uniform
unify
unilateral
unique
universal
unlikely
unofficial
unravel
unrest
unthinkable
untold
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up-to-date
upbringing
update
upgrade
uphold
upholster
upkeep
upright
uprising
upset
urbane
utility
utilize
utmost
utter
utterly
vacancy
vacant
vacation
vaccine
vacuum
vain
valid
validity
valley
valuation
value
valve
vanish
vanity
vanquish
vapor
variable
variant
variation
varied
variegated
variety
various
vary
vast
vat
vegetarian
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vegetation
vehement
vehicle
veil
vein
velocity
venerable
venerate
vengeance
vent
ventilate
ventilation
venture
verbal
verdict
verge
verify
vernacular
versatile
versed
version
versus
vertical
vessel
veteran
veterinary
veto
vex
via
viable
vibrate
vibration
vice
vice versa
vicinity
vicious
vigilant
vigorous
vindicate
vine
vinegar
vineyard
violate
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violent
virile
virtual
virtually
virtuous
virus
visa
visible
visual
visualize
vital
vivid
vocabulary
vocational
vogue
voice
void
volatile
volcanic
volcano
voltage
volume
voluntary
volunteer
voluptuous
vomit
vortex
voucher
vow
vulgar
vulnerable
wage
wager
waggon
wail
wallaby
wander
wane
ward
warden
warehouse
warranty
warrior
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wary
wasp
waver
wax
wean
weary
weave
web
wedge
weed
weird
weld
welfare
well-to-do
whatever
whence
whereas
whereby
whilst
whip
whirl
whirlwind
whisky
whistle
whiting
wholesale
wholesome
wicked
width
wield
wiggle
wilderness
wisdom
wit
withdraw
wither
withhold
withstand
witness
womb
word-processor
wording
workaholic
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worship
worthwhile
wrap
wreathe
wreck
wrench
wrestle
wretched
wrinkle
wrought
X-ray
as yet
yacht
yard
yarn
yawn
yearn
yelp
yield
yoke
zeal
zest
zinc
zoology
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? There is nothing that young people can 
teach older people. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 
 
I have to totally disagree with the statement that there is nothing that young people can teach older 
people. For several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that young people can teach older people 
many things. 
 
First of all, young people intend to learn new things faster. They faster learn new technologies. Second of 
all, young people are more motivated. They aspire to succeed and make a good career, which requires 
good knowledge and experience. So, they try to get more knowledge and experience from different 
sources like Internet, books, newspaper, magazines and of cause from conversations with other people. 
In addition to this young people bring many fresh ideas to the team they are working in. For example, 
when my friend was hired as a software developer he surprised everybody with his energy, a bunch of 
new and fresh ideas about what could be done to improve the process. He was the youngest person in 
the team but everybody listened to him and it was like a fresh air, an impulse, which made everyone work 
harder. 
 
Finally, young people often know more about new technologies. For example, my husband is 26 years old  
and he is a good professional in software development. So, he is often asked to read a lecture for 
different companies and audience. Needless to say, the majority of people who attend those lectures are 
older than my husband.  
 
To sum up, I think that young people have many things to teach older people. Moreover, I think that 
people from every generation have something to learn from each other. People learn trough their entire 
lives from books that hold the experience and the history of previous generations as well as from their 
own experience and experience of the younger people.  
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A zoo has no useful purpose. Use specific 
reasons and examples to explain your answer. 
 
I think that the question about whether a zoo has no useful purpose is the one that is open for debate. It is 
a topical question nowadays. Some people believe that a zoo has an essential and cognitive purpose. 
However, other people believe that a zoo has no useful purpose and people should observe wild animals 
in their nature. Personally, I think that both options have their advantages. In the following paragraphs I 
will analyze these points and present my own view in favor of people who think that animals should not be 
kept in a zoo. 
 
From the one side, a zoo has many benefits for people. First of all, children can learn about animals not 
only from books and TV programs but from actually watching them alive. They can see animals, touch 
them and even feed them. I think it is an amazing experience for a child. He gains more knowledge and 
experience from this "communication" with an animal. Second of all, a zoo is a perfect place for adults to 
see many animals that people are not able to see in their lives. 
 
However, from the other side, I keep asking myself  "What kind of benefits wild animals have from a 
zoo?". Unfortunately, I can not find any of them. I think that wild animals should live in their nature 
environment. Moreover, I think that we should observe them through TV programs sitting in our favorite 
chairs,  or people who like danger should try to observe them in the native environment. I think that 
animals are not toys. I know that most zoos try to keep their animals in the environment which is close to 
their native, but they can not give them as much freedom as animals want to.  
 
To sum up, I think that wild animals should not be kept in a zoo. Personally, I enjoy more watching 
"Discovery Channel" then watching a black bear who does not know where to hide from the scorching sun 
in a Texas zoo.  
 
 








Possible Questions from the Interviewer of the IELTS Test  
1. What is the meaning of your given name?  
2. Does your name affect your personality?  
3. Tell me something about your hometown.  
4. What are the differences in accent between your hometown and Beijing?  
5. What is the character of the people like in your hometown?  
6. What is people's favourite food in the region where you live?  
7. What will you do during the Spring Festival this year?  
8. Are there any traditional festivals in your region?  
9. Describe a typical Spring Festival for a Chinese family.  
10. Tell me something about the Lantern Festival.  
11. How have weddings changed in recent years?  
12. Tell me something about the Qing Ming Festival. 
13. Describe a traditional wedding ceremony.  
14. How do Chinese usually celebrate birthdays?  
15. Are there any traditions concerning the birth of a baby?  
16. How do you like Beijing? Compare it to your hometown.  
17. What place do you like best in Beijing?  
18. What places in Beijing should a foreigner visit?  
19. What places would you recommend a visitor to go to in your region/hometown?  
20. If you had the choice, where would you choose to live in China?  
21. Which parts of China would you recommend a foreigner to visit?  
22. Tell me something about your family.  
23. Which is the worst place you've been to in China?  
24. Who takes the greatest responsibility for bringing up your child in your family?  
25. Which is the best place you've been to in China?  
26. Who does most of the household chores in your family?  
27. Are the traditional sexual roles within the family changing? 
28. Why is the divorce rate increasing so rapidly? Is it a problem?  
29. What is your opinion of the one-child policy?  
30. How do you discipline your child?  
31. Is it acceptable for couples to live together without marrying? 
32. If you had the choice, would you have a son or a daughter? 
33. Are you going to bring your child up any differently to the way your parents did?  
34. What hopes do you have for your child?  
35. Do women still have too heavy a burden in their day to day life?  
36. Is the increasing influence of the West largely a positive or negative thing? 
37. What, according to you, has been the greatest change in recent years? 
38. What, according to you, has been the most problematic change in recent years?  
39. What, if you are a lecturer what changes have you seen in education over the past few years?  
40. Who should bear the responsibility for payment of tuition fees?  
41. What can be done to improve education in rural areas?  
42. Have recent changes affected your job in any way?  
43. Do you agree with private education?  
44. What can be done to close the gap between urban and rural areas?  
45. If you had the power, what reforms would you carry out within education?  
46. Describe a typical working day for you.  
47. How do you see yourself in ten years time?  
48. If you had the opportunity to change your job, what would you do instead? 
49. If you had one million yuan, what would you do with it?  
50. If you could start your life again, would you do anything differently?  
51. Do you have any ambitions?  
52. Which country/place would you most like to visit?  
53. What changes do you think China will see in the next few years?  
54. Will any possible future changes affect your job in any way?  
55. How do you think you will cope in Britain?  
56. Does anything worry you about going to the UK?  
57. Are you looking forward to anything in particular in Britain?  
58. What are your plans on your return to China?  
59. What do you do in your spare time?  
60. What will you do if you fail the IELTS?  
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Some people believe that a college or university education should be available to all students. 
Others believe that higher education should be available only to good students. Discuss these 
views. Which view do you agree with? Explain why. 
 
People learn through their entire lives. They constantly improve their knowledge and develop. I think that 
a college or university education should be available to all students because every person has the right to 
choose the way to self-perfection. Bellow I will give some of my reasons to support my position. 
 
First of all, every person should have the chance to get a higher degree, gain new knowledge and 
experience. However, some people believe that higher education should be available only to good 
students. I think it is silly. It is like to make unavailable traveling for one who does not have IQ high 
enough. 
 
Second of all, some young people do not do well at school but they have great personality and ability to 
learn. They are self-confident, persistent and patient. With these qualities they can get higher grades then 
their classmates who are talented but lazy. Imagine for example situation when a teenager gets high 
grades because his or her parents constantly make him or her study and help to do most of the 
homework. In this case a child does very good at school but I think a college can show the opposite 
results. 
 
Finally, it is a discrimination against students to make available higher education only for good ones.  
So, if a students does poor and gets low grades he/she should be sent down. But if a person was never 
given a chance to try himself/herself at college what to do in this case? 
 
To sum up, I think that all young people should have the chance to get a higher education. To take or not 
this chance must be up to them.  
 
 








 


 


People recognize a difference between children and adults. What events (experiences or 
ceremonies) make a person an adult? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer. 
I think the question what events make a person an adult is the one that is open for debate. Some people 
think that the graduation of high school makes a person an adult. Others think that the age of 21 is the 
age when childhood is replaced by adulthood. However, from my everyday experience and observation I 
can stand three major events that make a person an adult. 
 
The first event that makes a person an adult is getting a job. The ability to earn his own money gives a 
person the opportunity to live independently from his parents. Personally, I think the first job is a very 
important experience in person's life and it has a great impact on his personality. He learns how to 
manage his expenses and how to save money for the more important things. In addition to those benefits, 
one learns how to arrange his time in order to have all done on time.  
 
The second event, which from my opinion deserves an attention, is the graduation from a college or 
university. I think it is a very essential step in one's life because this means the beginning of a new life 
with more responsibilities.  
 
Finally, I believe that marriage has a great impact on person's life. Marriage means an independent life 
from one's parents with a new person. It is a very great experience. Two persons create a new family and 
they face new difficulties and responsibilities.  
 
In conclusion, I think that the list of events that make a person an adult can be continued. For example,  
getting a driving license has sometimes a very great impact on person's life. Another important event in a 
person's life is the army. I know many young men who served in the Army that changed them very much. 
They became more serious, self-confident and independent people. So, my point is that every person has 
different events that influenced his life and make him an adult. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Most experiences in our lives that seemed 
difficult at the time become valuable lessons for the future. Use reasons and specific examples to 
support your answer. 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I have to agree with the statement that our present 
experiences become valuable lessons for the future. Someone said that today's problems will be the best 
experience in the future. Below I will give some examples to support my position. 
 
First of all, I want to say that obstacles make people stronger. By overcoming difficulties people gain 
priceless and essential knowledge and experience. If one has to struggle with a disease he becomes 
stronger may be not in a physical way but in a mental way. A person becomes more patient, more 
self-confident and more attentive. These qualities will help him to win his disease. 
 
Success has nothing to do with luck. People have to work hard in order to reach their goals. They face 
challenges and failures and often they lose. However, people do not give up. They use their previous 
experience and knowledge to try again and again. I think that difficulties teach us very valuable lessons. 
Only a man who understands this fact and knows how to use it in the future can succeed. Failures bring 
us wisdom and new experience. Personally, I always try to analyze my mistakes and make conclusions. If 
I am not succeed I know that next time I will avoid these mistakes and do my best. 
 
To sum up, I think that human evolution and development are a result of constant efforts based on 
previous experience and knowledge. 
 
  








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Face-to-face communication is better than 
other types of communication, such as letters, email, or telephone calls. Use specific reasons and 
details to support your answer. 
 
Humankind, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when people communicated 
only face-to-face to nowadays when a person has in use many types of communication means. Some 
people still prefer to use face-to-face communication despite many other sometimes more convenient 
ones such as phone, mail, e-mail and fax. I think to continue this essay it is essential to clarify what kind 
of conversation we are talking about.  
 
For example, if people are negotiating it is very important to have a face-to-face communication. It is very 
important to see during a negotiation how one's opponent is moving, is he nervous or relaxed, what he is 
doing, etc. Scientists say that the body language and facial gestures can say many thing about a person, 
his strong and weak sides, his traits, manners and even habits. To know what kind of man one is dealing 
with is very essential aspect in negotiation. Many managers prefer to have with the future employees 
face-to-face conversation. So, in this case they see how a person behaves. 
 
From the other side, if I need to notify my bank that I am going to close an account I do not want to spend 
my time driving there, waiting for my turn and talking with a representative. It is easier for me just to call  
or e-mail them. It saves my time and my bank's too. 
 
To summarize, from my opinion all important issues better be discussed in face-to-face conversation. It 
will eliminate many farther misunderstandings and bring only benefits to both sides. 
 








 


 


Some famous athletes and entertainers earn millions of dollars every year. Do you think these 
people deserve such high salaries? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
Some people think that famous athletes and entertainers have too high salaries for their work. However, 
others believe that these people deserve such high salary. Personally, I think that it is a controversial 
question and it is open for debate. For several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that famous 
athletes and entertainers have a great impact on our social life and make a big contribution to our society 
and, hense, deserve high salary. 
 
The first reason why I think that such high salary is deserved by famous athletes and entertainers 
because we all need them. Entertainment plays an essential role in our everyday's life. We need to relax, 
watching TV with our favorite TV stars or favorite football players. Entertainment is one of the best ways 
to eliminate stress and tension and leave all troubles behind. For example, I can not stay home all day 
long without watching TV. So, basically, I believe that famous athletes and entertainers have such high 
salaries because we need them. They like doctors for our minds and soles. Scientists say that people 
usually spend the same amount of money for their food and entertainment. I think this fact tells a lot. 
 
The second reason for this is that famous athletes have to work hard in order to get good results. I am 
sure that achievements they make is the result of hard work, persistence and pain. They sometimes risk 
their lives and health. For example, I am a big fun of L. Amstrong, the most famous cyclist in world's 
history. He faced probably, the most challenging difficulty in his life, cancer. He was very young for this 
disease. Amstrong was in his early twenties when he found out about it. I read a book about his life, and 
what impressed me were his words after his victory in France. He said: "Cancer was the best thing that 
ever happened to me ".He defeated the disease only because he believed in himself and did not give up.  
I think such person deserves to have a high salary and be loved by many people through out the world. 
 
In conclusions, I want to say that if people get high salaries it means they are needed and their 
contribution to the society is huge. 
 
 








 


 


Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people live? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes, from a period when he hunted for food to the 
present time, when he buys preprocessed food in the shop centers. Some people say that the fact our 
food are easier to prepare these days has definitely improved our life. However, other people belief that 
this change has some negative aspects. In this essay I will least some advantages and disadvantages of 
such a change. 
 
First of all, when people use a preprocessed food it definitely saves time. One does not have to spend 
much time in the kitchen washing, peeling, cutting and cooking vegetables, etc. All one has to do is just to 
use a microwave or a stove to warm up a ready for use  food. Frankly, I think it is a very good benefit. 
People can more enjoy things they like to do like spending time with the loved ones, exercising, watching 
TV or walking with a dog. 
 
Second of all, if one has a good salary he can allow himself to go to a restaurant every day. It is a great 
opportunity to have a fresh cooked meal with excellent service, meet friends and new people. One more 
reason to have dinner at a restaurant because one can taste different and delicious food from all over the 
world from Chinese to Mexican.  
 
However, some people think that a preprocessed food has negative aspects.  Unfortunately,  
preprocessed food has less vitamins and minerals than fresh cooked food. Besides, it has more 
preservatives and unnatural ingredient that can not be good for man's health. In addition, the number of 
diseases such as obesity, fatigue, reflux disease etc. is rising.  
 
Cooking is a great tradition. It is a means of eliminating stress and tension. Personally, I believe that 
people should not forget this tradition and do not abuse fast food. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as important for adults as they 
are for children. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Games as the ultimate form of mental and physical relief are important for adults as they are for children. 
People learn how to behave, control their emotions, follow the rules. The most obviously essential aspect 
of this is that people realize that our life is a big game with its own rules. In the next paragraphs I will give 
the reasons to support my answer. 
 
Basically, there are two types of games. The first type is mental games that help us to upgrade our 
mental abilities. The second type is the games that involve physical activities. They keep people fit and 
healthy. 
 
Mental games for adults play a significant role. Adults learn co-operation, discipline, team work, 
self-confidence. Scientists say that the brain cells of grown up people  can grow with the help of mind 
exercising. The most simple way to exercise one's mind is through mental games. For example, playing 
chess makes people think, try to predict events, follow the strategy of an opponent. 
 
From the other side, physical games help adults to stay in a good shape, relax, eliminate stress and 
tension. Also, it is a perfect way to lose weight. 
 
Mental games for children also play an important role. They help children to understand the real world 
more quickly and adapt to the reality. In addition to those practical benefits mental games teach children 
how to behave, be supportive and patient. Physical games from the other hand, strengthening children' 
bones, health and teach discipline. 
 
To sum up, I am sure that people need games and it is not important how old one is. 
 








 


 


Some people think that governments should spend as much money as possible on developing or 
buying computer technology. Other people disagree and think that this money should be spent on 
more basic needs. Which one of these opinions do you agree with? Use specific reasons and 
details to support your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of 
mammoths on the walls of a cave to nowadays when he can chart with anyone across the sea by use of 
modern means of communication. Some people think that in today's world government should spend 
more money on computers. However, others think that it is inappropriate and government should spend 
more money on food and shelters for poor people, medicine, education, etc. These two options are very 
different and controversial. But I think that developing computer technology brings people more 
advantages then they think it does. 
 
First of all, humankind nowadays more and more depends on computers. We often do not suspect the 
presence of computers around us. For example, when we withdraw money from cash machines, get 
some gasoline on the gas station and pay with our credit cards in the stores. So, nowadays computer 
technology plays an essential role in our everyday life. Second of all, computer technology brings more 
job opportunities. For a country computer technology means power, knowledge and constant 
development. In addition to those practical benefits, the development of computer technology brings a lot 
of money to the country. 
 
From the other side, government should not forget about poor people, who can not afford computers but 
need food and shelters. However, I think that computers help people gain more knowledge and 
experience and find a job to provide food and home for his family. So, basically, computers give people 
the opportunity to reach their goals and be innovative. 
 
To sum up, I think that computer technology gives people many benefits including the opportunity to 
improve one's knowledge and be more self-confident, persistent and experienced in this world. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Grades (marks) encourage students to 
learn. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I can stand that grades are very good indicators of 
knowledge. For several reasons that I will mention bellow I believe that grades encourage students to 
learn. 
 
First of all, grades show students' knowledge. If a person gets a high grade on an exam it means that he 
understands that subject very well. Otherwise, if a student gets a low grade on an exam it means that he 
does not understand it completely. Personally, when I get a lower grade on an exam then I expected I 
know that I could be better prepared. So, next time I will spend more time and efforts to fix my lack of 
knowledge and do my best on the exam. In this case low grades encourage me to learn more. I try to 
analyze my mistakes and avoid them next time. Also, I try to arrange my time more effectively. I know 
exactly that I can do better than that, so I collect all my strength and focus on the incoming exam. It is like 
a new goal or obstacle that one should overcome in order to continue his path. When finally I get a higher 
grade on an exam I feel satisfaction and I am proud of myself. I think it is a great feeling. I feel stronger, 
more self-confident and patient. I think these qualities are essential for a person who wants to achieve 
something and succeed in the future. 
 
Second of all, students have some kind of competition among each other for higher grades. When a 
student gets a higher grade then another one, the second student asks himself:  "Why do not I have this 
grade? Is it something wrong with me? Is he better then me? ". I think every student at least one time 
asked himself this question.  
 
To sup up, I think there is no doubt that grades encourage students to learn, gain more experience, 
knowledge, be more self-confident and persistent. Moreover, I am sure that these small victories will help 
students to win and succeed in the future. 
 
 








 


 


Groups or organizations are an important part of some people’s lives. Why are groups or 
organizations important to people? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he lived in the caves to 
nowadays when he lives in a comfortable apartment. But one thing that remains the same is that people 
always lived in groups and organizations such as families, the smallest group, and tribes, the bigger 
group. I think that the reason why people live in groups is because we need communication and what is 
more important we need support to survive. So, from old times to nowadays people merged in groups 
because it made them stronger and helped to overcome many obstacles and difficulties. In the following 
paragraphs I will give my reasons and examples to support my answer. 
 
First of all, people need to communicate with each other. We need to share out ideas and thoughts with 
each other. I think it is very important to know that someone think the same way one does and supports 
one. In addition, communication is one of the features of reasonable animals. All animals that can 
communicate with each other live in herds and support each other when one of them is in need. 
 
The second reason, why I think groups and organization are important to people is because they make us 
stronger. For example, football team plays better then one player. Another example is the ancient 
hunters. At old times people gathered in order to get food and survive in severe conditions. It was 
impossible for one man to kill a big animal, but when people gathered in groups their chances increased. 
Scientists say that people survived because they lived together and supported each other. 
 
For the reasons, which I mentioned above, I believe groups and organizations play an essential role in 
our life. Moreover, people's evolution would not be possible without them.  
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should be required to help with 
household tasks as soon as they are able to do so. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 
 
The issue about whether children should help with household tasks as soon as they are able to do so is 
open for debate. Some people say that children should devote more time for playing with their friends, 
watching TV and studying. However, other people believe that children should help their parents with 
household tasks. Personally, for several reasons, which I will explain bellow, I adhere to the latter point of 
view. 
 
First of all, I think that every child should have his or her own responsibilities. When I was a child my 
parents taught me how to make breakfast in the morning. So, I woke up, went to the kitchen and prepared 
a couple of toasts for breakfast. It was easy and I enjoyed doing it because I liked the way my parents 
thanked me and I felt that they were proud of me. Also, my mom always wanted me to know how to cook, 
clean and iron my cloth. Thanks to the learning, nowadays, when my maid can not come to my house I 
handle all household tasks myself.  
 
Second of all, performing household tasks teaches children to value the job of people who did it. When I 
was a child I did not imagine that cleaning house could be so time and energy consuming. So, when I 
began to do some of the household tasks by myself I began to respect the job of others and tryed to 
collect all my toys after my playing with them. 
 
Finally, doing household tasks teaches children to arrange their time. In addition to those practical 
benefits, help from children allows parents to have more spare time for their personal lives and for the 
children. A family can have more time to spend with each other talking, watching movies or just enjoying 
the beautiful moments. 
 
To sum up, I think that children should help their parents with household tasks. Doing household tasks 
helps them to grow into independent, self-confident, and attentive persons who respect their parents. 
 
 








 


 


Should governments spend more money on improving roads and highways, or should 
governments spend more money on improving public transportation (buses, trains, subways)? 
Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay. 
 
 
Many people believe that governments should spend more money on improving roads and highways. 
However, other people think that more money should be spent on improving public transportation. 
Personally, I think that both of these opinions have their advantages and disadvantages.  
 
The first reason for improving public transportation is overpopulation. The amount of cars is rising 
dramatically. As a result of this fact the contemplation of air is increasing that leads to irreversible 
aftereffects such as the presence of acid rains and different kinds of human diseases. So, the improving 
of public transportation will reduce pollution.  
 
The second reason for this is the possibility to decrease the amount of traffic jams that also have a huge 
influence on air pollution. Moreover, it will save time and people's money. One does not have to pay for 
gas for his car, car insurance, repair,  oil change and etc.  
 
The third reason for this is a sharp decrease in the level of car accidents. People will feel more secure in 
this case. 
 
However, despite all these advantages this decision has a few disadvantages. First of all, public 
transportation means the presence of schedule and working hours. So, one has to wait for a bus or for a 
train in a subway or call for a taxi in order to get somewhere. Second of all, it is a big chance that one has 
to spend some time getting to the nearest bus stop or subway entrance. 
 
As for roads and highways, I think it is a very important and topical issue. A personal car in this modern 
world is an essential vehicle. It gives one freedom and independence. Improving roads and highways 
governments will decrease the number of car accidents and traffic jams. I believe that in several years air 
pollution can be dramatically reduced by using sun energy to refuel our cars. 
 
Finally, I think that governments should spend money on improving public transportation as well as on 
roads and highways because it will benefit all  people. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is more important for students to study 
history and literature than it is for them to study science and mathematics. Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your opinion. 
Some people believe that students should study more history and literature. However, other people think 
that studying science and mathematics is more important. From my experience and observation I think 
that students should study both science and history. Bellow I will outline some basic reasons to support 
my opinion. 
 
First of all, I believe that studying history and literature is important for the range of interests of students 
and people on the whole. It extends the range of interests and teach people to analyze their history. 
Every person should know the history of the country where he or she was born. Knowledge of one's roots 
and origins gives the opportunity to understand many things that are around. Second of all, I think that 
this kind of knowledge is essential for students who are going to be lawyers, newspapermen, political 
figures, etc. One more reason to study history is that it helps one to analyze mistakes made by ancestors 
or learn from their wise decisions.  
 
From the other side, I think that it is also important for students to study science. Personally, I like 
studding mathematics because for me it is very interesting to work with figures, analyze them, develop 
different ways to solve the problem. It teaches one to think logically and improves one's ability to think  
non-typically. I think it is great.  
 
Studding of science allows people to improve their life conditions, make discoveries, develop innovations, 
etc. Scientists work on new vaccines and pills to make our life longer and happier. They make researches 
in different fields from medicine to space. Because of this kind of knowledge humankind has opportunities 
to watch TV, fly, using jet airplanes, surf an Internet, play computer games, watch movies, drive cars, etc. 
 
In conclusion, I think that students must study many things including science and literature in order to 
succeed in the modern world. 
 
 








 


 


Many teachers assign homework to students every day. Do you think that daily homework is 
necessary for students? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer. 
 
Homework helps students to understand material more deeply. However, some people believe that 
homework does not bring any benefits. Personally, I think that this issue has some advantages and 
disadvantages. In this essay first I will focus on the reasons why I support this idea about daily homework 
and then I will move on to analyzing its disadvantages. 
 
From the one side, daily homework brings many benefits. As I already mentioned, it helps students 
understand subjects more deeply. Also, young people learn how to arrange their time to have all things 
done on time. In addition to those practical benefits daily homework teaches students how to make their 
own research if something is not clear. Curiosity is one of the main reasons that leads a person to a 
success. Students learn to make their research, work with different kinds of informational resources such 
as an Internet, books, magazines, journals and newspapers. I think it is a great experience and it is very 
good for a long run.  
 
From the other side, daily homework can bring many disadvantages. For instance, if a person has no 
interest in biology, but has a huge interest in music he has to spend his precious time doing his 
homework and reading uninteresting books instead of spending this time practicing new melodies. 
Another important aspect of this that a student can have no time for his physical activities. So, basically, 
doing daily homework will not keep him in a good shape. 
 
To sum up, I think that an intermediate position can be taken. For example, a student will have to do his 
daily homework if he is going to specialize in this field in the future. 
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Test Overview


third test 
2 tasks (60 mins)
Task 1 - 150 words (20 mins)
Task 2 - 250 words (40 mins)
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Writing Task 1
• Given graphic or pictorial 


information – need to write a 
description. (OHT 1)


• Bar charts/line graphs/pie charts & 
tables most frequent. (OHTs 1,2,3,4,5)


• But sometimes – object/series of 
pictures  /diagrams or flow charts. (OHTs 
6,7,8)


• Could be more than one graph or 
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Writing Task 1


Tests ability to:
• describe & interpret graphic data
• describe stages of a process
• describe an object or event or 


sequence of events
• explain how something works







Marking Task 1
Assessed on:
1. Task Fulfillment
Following instructions properly.
Writing clear, accurate & relevant description of info.
Focusing on important trends presented as graphic info.
2. Coherence & Cohesion
Organising writing using suitable structure.
Using connective words to link sentences & paragraphs 
logically.
3. Vocabulary & Sentence Structure
Using a range of appropriate vocabulary.
Using a variety of sentence structures.







How to Prepare for Task 1
Become familiar with graph types.
Do practise exercises describing 
graphs. (OHT 10)


Become familiar with ways to:
•express percentages. (OHT 11)


•express numbers & statistical data. (OHT 11)


•express trends. (OHT 12)


•make comparisons between data. (OHT 13)
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How to Prepare for Task 1


Look at language for:
• describing how something works (OHT 14).


• making reference to graphs/figures (OHT 15).


• sequencing in a process (OHT 15).


Think about topics in tables & graphs etc.  







Tips on How to Do Task 1
Spend 5 minutes reading the graphs/charts etc.
Make sure you understand axes. (OHT 9)


Make sure you follow lines on graph. (OHT 16)


Focus on the key information.
If two graphs – compare.
Think about the time period – tenses.
Vary your vocabulary.
Organize information clearly.
Write neatly & cross out errors with one line.
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Tips on How to Do Task 1


DON’T copy phrases from the question.
DON’T include info. not in the 
graph/picture.
DON’T take more than 20 minutes.
DON’T forget to leave time to read it 
through.







Writing Task 2
Given a discussion topic.
Tests ability to:
• discuss a problem & present a solution. 
• present & justify opinions.
• compare and contrast evidence or 


opinions.
• argue a case.
• evaluate & challenge ideas, evidence & 


argument.
(OHT 17 & 18)







Marking Task 2
Assessed on:
1. Arguments, Ideas & Evidence -
•clear, logical, well-supported.
•support with personal experience.
•focus on topic.
2. Communicative Quality -
•write fluently.
•write cohesive sentences & paragraphs.
3. Vocabulary & Sentence Structure
•range & variety.
•good spelling & punctuation.


Carries more weight than Task 1.







How to Prepare for Task 2


Look at as many sample questions as 
possible.
Practise underlining key points & 
brainstorming questions.
Do practice questions with sample 
answers.
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How to Prepare for Task 2


Look at language used for:
• linking ideas between sentences & 


paragraphs (OHT 19).


• expressing views (OHT 20).


• making concessions (OHT 20).


• giving opposing arguments (OHT 20).


• providing support to main points (OHT 21).


• referring to cause & effect (OHT 21).


• making comparisons & contrasts (OHT 22).


• concluding (OHT 23).







How to Prepare for Task 2


Think about possible topics.
Brainstorm the topics for questions.
Write timed essays.







Tips on How to Do Task 2


Study question carefully.
Underline key points.
Quickly brainstorm the topic.
Decide on main points & supporting 
detail.
Organise points in a plan.
Structure according to type of essay.(OHT 


23,24,25)







General Tips for Writing 
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Before the exam
• Practise writing timed essays.
• Keep up-to-date with current affairs.
• Write a list of your typical errors. (OHT 26)


During the exam
• Use a pen.
• Check your essay.
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IELTS Specimen Pack - practice 
material with answers. 


Homesglen web site– excellent 
booklet to download.
– Gives different types of graphs.
– Gives language for describing trends etc.
– Gives sample answers.
– http://international.holmesglen.vic.edu.au/ie_writ.htm







Resources for Writing 
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Advice & practice books:
Sahanaya, W et al,  2000.  IELTS:  Preparation and Practice -
Reading and Writing. 
– graphs & useful language for Task 1.


Practice books:
Cambridge Examination Papers: IELTS 1 IELTS 2 
IELTS 3 
Course books:  
Jakeman, V & McDowell, C (1999) Insight into IELTS, 
CUP.
O’Connell, Sue (2002)  Focus on IELTS, Longman.







Resources for Writing 
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Additional help:
English language Centre (ELC) ‘How to prepare for  
IELTS – Writing’ booklet.
Language Learning Advisors in the Self Access 
Centre, ELC.
Workshops coming up.
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to do in the test.


• To suggest ways to prepare for the paper.


• To offer tips on how to do the tasks.


• To suggest possible resources.







Academic Writing Module –
Test Overview


third test 
2 tasks (60 mins)
Task 1 - 150 words (20 mins)
Task 2 - 250 words (40 mins)
under word limit penalised
notes unacceptable
card with task on either side
answer booklet







Writing Task 1
• Given graphic or pictorial 


information – need to write a 
description. (OHT 1)


• Bar charts/line graphs/pie charts & 
tables most frequent. (OHTs 1,2,3,4,5)


• But sometimes – object/series of 
pictures  /diagrams or flow charts. (OHTs 
6,7,8)


• Could be more than one graph or 
chart. (OHT 9)







Writing Task 1


Tests ability to:
• describe & interpret graphic data
• describe stages of a process
• describe an object or event or 


sequence of events
• explain how something works







Marking Task 1
Assessed on:
1. Task Fulfillment
Following instructions properly.
Writing clear, accurate & relevant description of info.
Focusing on important trends presented as graphic info.
2. Coherence & Cohesion
Organising writing using suitable structure.
Using connective words to link sentences & paragraphs 
logically.
3. Vocabulary & Sentence Structure
Using a range of appropriate vocabulary.
Using a variety of sentence structures.







How to Prepare for Task 1
Become familiar with graph types.
Do practise exercises describing 
graphs. (OHT 10)


Become familiar with ways to:
•express percentages. (OHT 11)


•express numbers & statistical data. (OHT 11)


•express trends. (OHT 12)


•make comparisons between data. (OHT 13)


>>>>







How to Prepare for Task 1


Look at language for:
• describing how something works (OHT 14).


• making reference to graphs/figures (OHT 15).


• sequencing in a process (OHT 15).


Think about topics in tables & graphs etc.  







Tips on How to Do Task 1
Spend 5 minutes reading the graphs/charts etc.
Make sure you understand axes. (OHT 9)


Make sure you follow lines on graph. (OHT 16)


Focus on the key information.
If two graphs – compare.
Think about the time period – tenses.
Vary your vocabulary.
Organize information clearly.
Write neatly & cross out errors with one line.
>>>>



http://www.ielts.org/�





Tips on How to Do Task 1


DON’T copy phrases from the question.
DON’T include info. not in the 
graph/picture.
DON’T take more than 20 minutes.
DON’T forget to leave time to read it 
through.







Writing Task 2
Given a discussion topic.
Tests ability to:
• discuss a problem & present a solution. 
• present & justify opinions.
• compare and contrast evidence or 


opinions.
• argue a case.
• evaluate & challenge ideas, evidence & 


argument.
(OHT 17 & 18)







Marking Task 2
Assessed on:
1. Arguments, Ideas & Evidence -
•clear, logical, well-supported.
•support with personal experience.
•focus on topic.
2. Communicative Quality -
•write fluently.
•write cohesive sentences & paragraphs.
3. Vocabulary & Sentence Structure
•range & variety.
•good spelling & punctuation.


Carries more weight than Task 1.







How to Prepare for Task 2


Look at as many sample questions as 
possible.
Practise underlining key points & 
brainstorming questions.
Do practice questions with sample 
answers.
>>>>>







How to Prepare for Task 2


Look at language used for:
• linking ideas between sentences & 


paragraphs (OHT 19).


• expressing views (OHT 20).


• making concessions (OHT 20).


• giving opposing arguments (OHT 20).


• providing support to main points (OHT 21).


• referring to cause & effect (OHT 21).


• making comparisons & contrasts (OHT 22).


• concluding (OHT 23).







How to Prepare for Task 2


Think about possible topics.
Brainstorm the topics for questions.
Write timed essays.







Tips on How to Do Task 2


Study question carefully.
Underline key points.
Quickly brainstorm the topic.
Decide on main points & supporting 
detail.
Organise points in a plan.
Structure according to type of essay.(OHT 


23,24,25)







General Tips for Writing 
Module


Before the exam
• Practise writing timed essays.
• Keep up-to-date with current affairs.
• Write a list of your typical errors. (OHT 26)


During the exam
• Use a pen.
• Check your essay.







Resources for Writing 
Module Practice


IELTS Specimen Pack - practice 
material with answers. 


Homesglen web site– excellent 
booklet to download.
– Gives different types of graphs.
– Gives language for describing trends etc.
– Gives sample answers.
– http://international.holmesglen.vic.edu.au/ie_writ.htm







Resources for Writing 
Module Practice


Books:
Advice & practice books:
Sahanaya, W et al,  2000.  IELTS:  Preparation and Practice -
Reading and Writing. 
– graphs & useful language for Task 1.


Practice books:
Cambridge Examination Papers: IELTS 1 IELTS 2 
IELTS 3 
Course books:  
Jakeman, V & McDowell, C (1999) Insight into IELTS, 
CUP.
O’Connell, Sue (2002)  Focus on IELTS, Longman.







Resources for Writing 
Module Practice


Additional help:
English language Centre (ELC) ‘How to prepare for  
IELTS – Writing’ booklet.
Language Learning Advisors in the Self Access 
Centre, ELC.
Workshops coming up.







Questions?
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? A person should never make an important 
decision alone. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I can claim  that discussion of an important decision with 
other people bring many benefits. In the following paragraphs I will give my reasons to defend this 
statement. 
 
First of all, different people have different opinions. In order to make the right choice people should 
discuss every possible decision and its consequences. Making an important decision alone can bring 
many negative aspects. For instance, a person can reveal his selfishness or impatience and the 
consequences of that decision can effect many people in the future. I think that a good and wise decision 
can be born only in discussion because people can share their knowledge and experiences a look at the 
problem from different sides and aspects. 
 
Second of all, I think that making decision alone is unacceptable especially for a company. Imagine that a 
chief makes the decision about increasing a production line without discussing it with his employees. In 
this case a part of company's profit will be spend on extended purchase of raw materials. So, share 
holders will be left without dividends. This decision may lead to getting rid of company's shares and as a 
result of this declining the value of a company as a whole. 
 
To sum up, I think that a person should always consult his relatives or colleges when making an important 
decision to avoid possible mistakes. 
 
 








 


 


Plants can provide food, shelter, clothing, or medicine. What is one kind of plant that is important 
to you or the people in your country? Use specific reasons and details to explain your choice. 
 
Plants play a very important role in our everyday life. They give us oxygen, provide with medicine, 
clothing and food. Every country has its own staple food that dominates in the diet of dwellers of that 
country. For example, the staple food for Japan and Korea is rice. As for me, I am from Russia. I believe 
that our staple plants are potato and wheat.  
 
Some people believe that wheat is the most important plant because it provides full and nutritious meal. 
People bake bread and cookies, cook kasha and soup. At old times people in Russia raised wheat and 
prayed for the good harvest in order to survive. Millet has a good storage time so it gives the opportunity 
to consume it a whole year.  
 
However, nowadays bread is no longer of that importance. A person has more products to choose from. 
Besides, some people tend to exclude bread from their diet in order to decrease the amount of daily 
calories and lose some weight. Personally, I think that potato is more important plant then wheat. 
Virtually, every Russian has potato every day at least once. One can boil, fry, bake or mash it. My favorite 
meal is baked potato with cheese and a glass of milk. I think it is delicious and it does not take much time 
to cook it.  Moreover, potato is easier to raise and store. 
 
To summarize, I think that potato by far is the most important plant in Russia. 
 
 








 


 


What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or 
remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
answer. 
 
I am from Russia. I think that qualities of a good son and daughter almost have not changed for the past 
several centuries. However, I believe that some qualities have changed. I will give the following reasons 
to support my answer. 
 
Parents always expect from their children love, respect and help. I think these qualities remain 
unchanged. However, at old times parents expected from their daughter to be a good and practical 
woman because in this case she can marry a good and perspective man.  Nowadays, I think parents' 
expectations from their daughter have changed. Now a woman has the same rights and opportunities to  
make a great career, make money and be successful at equal terms with a man. It means that now 
parents are not so worried about a future perspective husband. They know that their daughter can take 
care of herself and be happy. Nowadays parents teach their daughter to believe in herself, be motivated 
and strong. They want to be proud of her. 
 
As for a son, I think expectations remain the same. Parents see their son as a clever, motivated and 
successful man.  
 
To sum up, parents wish their children be more successful then themselves, achieve more goals. So, 
they with great patience pass down their knowledge and experience to their children. They teach them 
only good things and expect respect and love in return. Also, parents try to teach their children how to 
avoid mistakes they have made in their lives. I think the main quality of a good son or daughter is to make 
their parents proud. 
 








 


 


What do you consider to be the most important room in a house? Why is this room more 
important to you than any other room? Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
opinion. 
 
My husband and I live in an apartment, which include a bedroom, living room, bath room and kitchen. We 
do not have children yet, so our apartment is pretty small but it is cheap and cozy. If I would have to 
choose the most important room in a house I think it would be living room. In the following paragraphs I 
will present my reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, living room is the place where we take our guests. It is the main and the biggest room in our 
apartment and we try to keep it clean and cozy. For example, my husband vacuums it every other day 
especially when it is wet outside and our dog makes dirty sports on the carpet with its paws after a walk. 
Second of all, I think that living room is the most important room in our house because we spend most of 
our time there watching TV, having our dinner and just talking with each other.  
Finally, our living room is a place where we study. Since our apartment is rather small we do not have a 
room for studying, so I have my table with the computer on it in our living room. I like to study there 
because the room is perfectly light with the large windows and the beautiful view from them.  
 
My parents have a much bigger house with six rooms, large kitchen and two floors. However, I think that 
my mother would agree with me that their living room is the most important room in the house. When we 
visit them we always gather there, lay the table, and have a long talk. My mother makes delicious cakes 
and aromatic tea. I like those moments.  
 
To sum up, I think many people will agree with me that living room is the most important room in a house 
because it is the room where people spend most of there time at home.  
 
 








 


 


You have decided to give several hours of your time each month to improve the community where 
you live. What is one thing you will do to improve your community? Why? Use specific reasons 
and details to explain your choice. 
 
I think the question what would I do if I had a chance to improve my community is difficult. I have in my 
mind many things, the improvement of which will make our community better place to live but they all 
require the participation of many people and, moreover, they require investments, which I can not 
provide. For example, my community is quite noisy. We have the huge mall just in front of our community, 
so traffic jams are very common for this place. I think that the construction of a few pass-by roads will 
benefit all people who live here as well as people who drive by every day.  
 
Unfortunately, the question is what I can do for my community giving a few hours of my time every month. 
I think I can not do much, but I still can help someone in my community. For example, I can baby-sit. I 
know a couple of families with little children, who can not afford to spend much money on the baby-sitter. 
One of these families is a single mom with a little girl. Julia, this is her name, is a waitress in a restaurant. 
She is a great person and we became close friends. So, sometimes I offer her help with her child when 
she has to work in the evenings. Another family has two funny little twins. One time their parents asked 
me to baby-sit their children because they had to attend an unexpected presentation.  
 
I think this kind of help brings many benefits to my community. First of all, people become friendlier. For 
example, those families, which I mentioned above, became friends after I introduced them to each other. 
Second of all, people get to know each other and feel more secure in their houses and apartments. 
Finally, I am ready to help those people because I am sure that they will help me too. One time I lost the 
keys from my car and Julia offered me her car for a while.  
 
To sum up, I believe that baby-sitting is a great way to help my community in many aspects.  
 








 


 


Some people say that the Internet provides people with a lot of valuable information. Others think 
access to so much information creates problems. Which view do you agree with? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
There is no doubt that the Internet is one of the greatest humankind's inventions of the last century. It is 
fast and easy way to get a lot of valuable information. However, some people believe that the Internet 
creates many problems. From my point of view I think that the Internet brings us advantages as well as 
disadvantages. 
 
First of all, I think that the Internet brings us many benefits. People can have access to the latest news, 
weather, traffic, bid-and-asked quotations, etc. Another important benefit is that the Internet is a great 
means of communication. A few years ago it was rather difficult to imagine that it would be possible to 
communicate with people from all around the world. Students have the opportunity to speak to the 
professors from prestigious universities, ask their opinions and extend their range of interests. People 
have the opportunity to communicate with the people from other countries, find out their customs, 
traditions and even visit each other. I think that the Internet makes our world smaller and friendlier. We' ve 
got the chance to learn more about the world's history, our forefathers and gain more knowledge.  
 
From the other hand, many questions and difficulties arose with the appearance of the Internet. For 
example, children got the easy access to  the information they are not supposed to read. Also, people's 
security and privacy are often violated through steeling and gathering information about people and then 
selling it. Many banks had to increase their Internet security because of hacking.  
 
However, I believe that Internet gave us more advantages and opportunities than disadvantages and 
problems.  
 
 








 


 


Which would you choose: a high-paying job with long hours that would give you little time with 
family and friends or a lower-paying job with shorter hours that would give you more time with 
family and friends? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details. 
 
If I was asked to make a choice between a high-paying job with long hours and a lower-paying job with 
shorter hours I would hesitate to answer. I did not decide for my self yet what I want in my life more my 
family or my career. I think that these options are very different ones and one needs time to make a right 
decision. 
 
From the one side, a high-paying job with long hours gives one more opportunities to make a great career 
and succeed in life. Another important aspect of this is that one can earn more money for his family. In 
addition to these practical benefits, a person can get satisfaction and self-realization that are very 
important in one's life. I think that it is a very great and essential feeling to be a part of progress, make 
difference and be satisfied with the job. However, a high-paying job with long hours brings many 
disadvantages too. For example, a person will have less time for his family and friends. Secondly, the job 
will be more stressful and bring more responsibilities. A person will have to sacrifice many things to his 
job.  
 
From the other side, lower-paying job with shorter hours can bring many benefits. One can spend more 
time with his family and have many pleasant and beautiful moments together. Also, a job will be less 
stressful and not require to sacrifice one's spare time to get it done. However, a person most likely will not 
be able to make a career and make much money. Moreover, one's salary may be not enough to pay for 
his children's education.  
 
To sum up, I think that every person at least one time in his life realize this and make a decision whether 
he or she wants a career or great family. And I did not make this decision yet. 
 








 


 


Some people trust their first impressions about a person’s character because they believe these 
judgments are generally correct. Other people do not judge a person’s character quickly because 
they believe first impressions are often wrong. Compare these two attitudes. Which attitude do 
you agree with? Support your choice with specific examples. 
 
Some people think that first impression about a person is the most correct. However, other people 
disagree and believe that first impression is often wrong. From my everyday experience and observation  
I can stand that the first impression about a person is very often incorrect. In the following paragraphs I 
will list my reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, when people meet for the first time they often do not have time to get to know each other or 
even have a conversation. So, sometimes all they remember is how they looked. Personally, I often 
myself judge a person by his or her external appearance. Fortunately, I many times made sure of  the 
incorrectness of my judgments. For example, when I met my future husband for the first time he made an 
impression of frown and not talkative person and, frankly speaking, I did not like him at all. We did not 
have a chance to talk, but his cloth and manners gave me that impression. However, after we were 
introduced to each other and had a long talk I changed my opinion about him. He happened to be a very 
sensitive and kind person.  
 
Second of all, I believe that the true impression about a person can be made only after people spent at 
least a few weeks with each other and were in different situations including extreme and danger ones. I 
think that a person shows his or her internal characteristics when in danger. Moreover, some people, 
especially celebrities, tend to hide their weaknesses and not attractive sides in order to please an 
audience. 
 
In conclusion, I believe that first impression is very often wrong. I must confess that I unconsciously judge 
a person by his or her first appearance but I tell my self that this is subject to change and try to keep my 
opinion with me. 
 
 








 


 


You need to travel from your home to a place 40 miles (64 kilometers) away. Compare the different 
kinds of transportation you could use. Tell which method of travel you would choose. Give 
specific reasons for your choice. 
 
If I had to travel 40 miles away from my home I would be considering the following means of 
transportations: a car, bicycle and bus. Every of this methods of transportation has advantages as well as 
disadvantages. In this essay I will analyze all of them and present my view in favor of traveling by a car. 
 
Traveling by bus brings many benefits. First of all, one does not have to drive. So, I can just relax and 
enjoy the view from my window. Second of all, it is cheaper. I will not have to buy gasoline or pay for the 
car insurance. However, traveling by bus has a few disadvantages as well. For example, I will have to 
follow the bus schedule. Another important aspect, I will not be able to arrange the speed or make a stop 
when I need to. 
 
From the other hand, traveling by bicycle is a great exercise. Secondly, it is pollution free. However, It can 
take too much time and at the end of my trip I will be tired and exhausted. In addition, I will most likely 
need a shower and some rest. 
 
In contrast, traveling by car brings many advantages. First of all, I can arrange my speed as I want to. If I 
am in  a hurry I will speed up a little. Otherwise, if I am not in a hurry, I can make some stops and enjoy 
the surroundings or have a lunch in the nearest bar. Second of all, I do not depend on a schedule like 
with traveling by bus. So, I can start my trip when and where I want to. In addition to those practical 
benefits, traveling by car is the fastest way. Another important aspect of this if I am traveling with my 
friends, we can talk, listen to the radio we like and discuss everything we want. A car can give us privacy. 
Of cause, I will have to pay for gasoline and traveling by car is not as save as traveling by bicycle or bus 
but I think it can not change my mind. 
 
To sum up, I think that I would choose to travel by car. It is more convenient and offers a great amount of 
advantages.  
 








 


 


In your country, is there more need for land to be left in its natural condition or is there more need 
for land to be developed for housing and industry? Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 
 
I am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. I think that the question about whether land should be left in it is 
natural condition or there more need for land to be developed for housing and industry is the one that is 
open for debate. Personally, I believe that it is a controversial question, because every option has its 
advantages. However, in this situation an intermediate position can be taken. In the following paragraphs 
I will give my reasons to support the answer. 
 
From the one side, saving land in its natural condition brings many benefits. First of all, many wild animals 
will thrive in our forests. Unfortunately, nowadays many wild animals are endangered because they do 
not have place to live and there are not enough food for them. Second of all, our children will be able to 
learn about animals not only from books but also from observing them in their natural environment. In 
addition to those benefits our air will be cleaner because many forests will clean it from pollution and 
make it fresher. 
 
From the other side, deforesting our land and building many new constructions can have a few positive 
aspects. For example, building new industrial buildings may have a positive impact on the country's 
economy. Many new companies will have the opportunity to produce more goods and as the result of this 
the country will receive more money from abroad and this will lead to the improvement of the economy on 
the whole. 
 
To sum up all mentioned above, I think that we need to be more careful with the natural resources we 
consume and, moreover, we can do something to preserve them. For example, companies that produce 
lumber can also resume the resources of wood by planting new trees there. This way we can preserve 
our land and save it from defrosting. I must agree that it is difficult for Russia at this moment not to 
develop land for housing and industry because the country needs money and strong economy, but I 
believe that many new factories can replace the old ones without developing new land. So, my point is 
that we must extend the production of new goods but not at the expense of the wild animals and their 
land. 
 
 








 


 


Some people prefer to work for a large company. Others prefer to work for a small company. 
Which would you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 
 
 
The issue whether working for a large company is better than working for a small company is a 
controversial one. From my everyday experience and observation I think that every option has its 
advantages and disadvantages. I base my opinion on the following points. 
 
From the one side working for a large company brings many benefits. First of all, one has better medical 
insurance, higher salary. Often employees of a large company has less responsibilities. Moreover, they 
feel more secure because their company has more clients and this means better chance to survive on the 
modern market.  However, one working for a large company has less chance to be promoted because 
one's manager does not want to lose his or her job unless she or he is promoted too. Also, from my 
observation, managers of a large company do not pay much attention to one's solutions and suggestions. 
 
From the other side working for a small company has many advantages too. Firstly, one has better 
chance to be promoted. Secondly, one can talk to the owner of the company about any improvements 
that can be done in order to get more profit. Another important aspect of working for a small company is 
the opportunities to find out more about how company works. As a result of this one can gain more 
experience and get better recommendations. However, this also has some disadvantages. For instance, 
one can get less salary, worse medical benefits, etc. 
 
To sum up, I think that every person chooses for himself what he or she wants. If one wants better career 
and more responsibilities then a small company is better choice. Otherwise, working for a large company 
may be a good option too. 
 
 








 


 


Films can tell us a lot about the country where they were made. What have you learned about a 
country from watching its movies? Use specific examples and details to support your response. 
 
Movies were always very popular and there are many reasons for this. First of all, movies are one of the 
main resources of entertainment. A movie is a perfect way to relax after stressful day or week. Another 
important reason why movies are so popular is because they are the easiest way to learn. For example, 
when people watch a movie that was made in another country they unconsciously learn about country's 
traditions, customs, people, language, nature and even climate. In the following paragraphs I will give a 
couple of examples to support my answer. 
 
I am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. When I was a little girl and watched movies about Texas I had an 
impression that Texas was a large and arid desert with big cactuses and hot-tempered cowboys. So, 
when my husband was invited to work here in Texas two years ago I was absolutely sure that we would 
live in the desert. However, when I first arrived in Austin I was impressed and nicely surprised because I 
did not expect to see such beautiful nature with dense forests and blue lakes. It was a real discovery for 
me that Texas has such beautiful and green places. This is an example how people learn about climate 
from watching movies. 
 
Also, people learn from movies about customs and traditions of another country. For example, living in 
Russia I learned many things about USA from its movies. I found out about the holidays such as 
Halloween and Thanksgiving Day, which are celebrated by the Americans. I learnt about many history 
events such as Civil War and the War of Independence watching "Gone with the wind" and "Patriot". 
 
In conclusion, I think that not everything that is learnt from movies is true about the country. Many movie 
makers tend to exaggerate and even make up many facts about the country in order to please the 
audience. So, my point is that people should learn about the country from different resources such as 
books and magazines as well as from movies. 
 
 








 


 


Learning about the past has no value for those of us living in the present. Do you agree or 
disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes, from the times when he depicted a herd of 
mammoth on a wall of a cave to nowadays when he drives a car, watches TV and surfs an Internet. I 
believe that all achievements that were made by humankind are possible only because people always 
learnt from their past. In fact, the definition of learning includes the idea of accumulation of experiences 
from the past with present knowledge. So, I must totally disagree with the statement above that learning 
about the past has no value. 
 
The first reason for this is that human evolution was possible only because  people accumulated their 
experience and knowledge of ancestors and it helped them to make a step forward. Second of all, they 
analyzed their mistakes and tried to avoid them next time. People tried to improve their life by learning 
from the past. Just imagine that every one would have to discover by himself that 2 + 2 = 4 or that fire can 
be harmful. Furthermore, all knowledge that we have now is a result of the constant work of our 
ancestors. 
 
Another important aspect of the fact that our past is essential is that past makes us doubt. Take for 
example the fact that a few centuries ago people were sure that the Earth was flat. Next generations with 
their new experience proved that the Earth was round. I believe that it happened not because scientists 
did not know about previous achievements in this area but because their new observations made them 
doubt about the well-known fact and they developed the new theory.  
 
In addition, if follow the statement that our past has no value for us then we should not take experience 
and any advices from our parents. Imagine, that we learn by ourselves how to speak, walk, drive car, 
cook, read, etc.  
 
To summarize, I think that learning from the past is even more important then our own experience. One 
can not move forward if he does not realize why and where he is now. 
 








 


 


Some people believe that the best way of learning about life is by listening to the advice of family 
and friends. Other people believe that the best way of learning about life is through personal 
experience. Compare the advantages of these two different ways of learning about life. Which do 
you think is preferable? Use specific examples to support your preference. 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I can stand that the best way of learning about life is 
through personal experience. However, some people think that it is wiser to learn about life through 
listening to the advice of family and friends. It does not mean I totally disagree with this way of learning. 
Moreover, I think that it is wise for a person to take an intermediate position because each of these ways 
has its own advantages. Bellow I will give my reasons to support my point of view. 
 
From the one side, learning through one's personal experience brings many benefits. First of all, 
scientists say that personal experience has greater impact on a person. I have to agree with this. Take for 
example children. They will not believe their parents that something can hurt them until they try it and 
make sure in it. Furthermore, most likely they will remember this experience longer. Second of all, people 
learn how to analyze their mistakes, make conclusions and next time try to avoid them. So, I think it is a 
great experience that makes people stronger, more self-confident and persistent. They gain more 
knowledge and experience that will be very helpful and valuable in the future. 
 
From the other side, listening to the advice of family and friends brings many benefits too. Parents with 
great patience pass down their knowledge and experience to their children. They teach them all they 
know and they want their children do not make the same mistakes. In addition to those practical benefits, 
learning from someone's advice is painless. For example, parents nowadays very often talk to their 
children about drugs. I think it is a great example when one should not try drugs in order to gain new 
experience. I think it is a case when children must trust their parents. 
 
To sum up, I think it is wise to combine both of these ways to learn and try to analyze personal mistakes 
as well as not personal. I think together they can greatly simplify one's life and make the way to success 
shorter. 
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount 
of money to their students’ sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
Some people believe that universities should give more money for the sports activities. They claim that 
importance of libraries and sports are the same. I can not completely agree with this statement. In the 
following paragraphs I will give some basic reasons why I think that way. 
 
I am a former student and I know all advantages that can be given by libraries. First for all, it is the 
cheapest way to prepare for the incoming lecture, to do the homework, to make a research and just to 
read some books. From my point of view, it is very important to supply the libraries with the new books, 
magazines, journals and newspaper. Second of all, libraries are the places where students can spend a 
few hours reading between lectures if their schedule does not allow them to go home.  So, libraries must 
be light and large enough, have comfortable chairs and tables. A third reason, why a good library is so 
significant for a student, is that it is a free access to computers and an Internet. If a student can not allow 
to buy himself a computer or an access to the Internet he can use it there. I like libraries because  it is a 
good place to meet and communicate with each other, serf the Internet looking for the last news, read 
some books that you do not want to buy and just relax to the accompaniment of the pages. 
 
As for sports activities, I think it must be up to a person. First of all, he or she goes to a university to gain 
knowledge, not lose some weight or  work out. Second of all, a student must arrange his or her time in 
order to have time to exercise. However, I must say that every university should have a few playing-fields, 
a pool and a fitness center where students may have a rest after strained days. 
 
One more reason to have really good libraries is that it can save not only money but time for students. A 
person has not to drive to the bookstore to get materials he or she is looking for. So, a library can save 
time that then can be spent on a sport. 
 
To summarize, I think libraries must stay the main resource of knowledge. So, if a university has some 
extra money they should be spent on the new books, new software and new equipment for the libraries. 
 








 


 


Some people believe that students should be given one long vacation each year. Others believe 
that students should have several short vacations throughout the year. Which viewpoint do you 
agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 
 
The issue whether students should be given one long vacation each year or they should have several 
vacations throughout the year is the one that is open for debate. Some people believe that students 
should have a few short vacations. However, others believe that one long vacation each year have more 
benefits for students. Personally, I think that every position has advantages as well as disadvantages. In 
the following paragraphs I will analyze these opinions and present my view which is that students should 
have one short vacation and one long vacation every year. 
 
From the one side, one long vacation every year can bring many benefits to the students. First of all, 
students will have the opportunity to work full time during this vacation. They will be able to earn some 
pocket money or even money to cover the cost of their education. I think it is a great experience. 
Moreover, students will be able to be more independent, they will learn how to earn money and how to 
spend them more carefully. I am from Russia. Unfortunately, I do not have any experience in the USA in 
this field, but in my country students can barely combine their education with their jobs. So, basically, 
students in Russia have the opportunity to earn some money only during long vacation. Second of all, 
one long vocation gives students a great opportunity to travel, to learn more about other countries, their 
traditions and customs, gain more knowledge and experience. 
 
From the other side, several short vocations bring a few benefits too. First of all, students have the 
opportunity to have a rest throughout the year. They can spend more time exercising, muster their 
strength for another term and then get higher grades. Second of all, during short vocations students 
usually have better opportunity to prepare for the incoming exams. Finally, usually a long vocation has a 
negative aspect: from my own experience students tend to forget many subjects they studied earlier. So, 
a couple of first weeks is usually spent on reviewing an old material. 
 
To sum up, I think that in this case an intermediate position can be taken. Students should have one long 
vocation in summer and one short vocation in winter. 
 








 


 


The 21st century has begun. What changes do you think this new century will bring? Use 
examples and details in your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time when he depicted a herd of 
mammoths on the walls of his cave to these days when he can create beautiful pictures and even make 
coffee by use of computer technologies without leaving his favorite chair. The 20th century made huge 
steps in developing computer technologies and reached many goals that made our life much easier. What 
should we expect in the 21st century? 
 
First of all, I think that the pace of our life will speed up: we will move faster from one place to another, 
from one continent to another using high speed jet airplanes. Second of all, I believe that we will be able 
to do many things that take much time now without leaving our house. Computers will be everywhere 
including out clothes. Many people will have chips and mini computers inserted in their heads to hold 
huge amount of information and have a quick access to it. 
 
But what will be the most amazing thing in the 21st century is the flights to the outer space and Mars that 
will be available to all people. Scientists say that Mars has many things similar to the Earth's. Moreover, 
they say that with the help of modern technology people can artificially create conditions that will allow 
people to live there on the constant basis. 
 
To sum up, I am sure that many amazing changes will be brought by the 21st century. Furthermore, I 
think that with the help of the contemporary technologies people can do many things that were even 
difficult to imagine a century ago. So, nowadays it is rather difficult and even impossible to imagine all 
changes that will happen in the next decades. 
 
 








 


 


Some people say that advertising encourages us to buy things we really do not need. Others say 
that advertisements tell us about new products that may improve our lives. Which viewpoint do 
you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
I think that everyone can divide all advertising products and services into useless ones and useful ones. It 
is like looking through an information desk when you pay attention to those messages that interest you. 
Take me for example. 
 
I do not like jewelry. It does not mean I do not have it at all, I have a couple of inexpensive rings as gifts 
from my parents. I just think, people pay too much attention to this stuff. I believe it is the result of mass 
advertising. Every day when I am watching TV, listening to the radio or reading the paper I notice many 
ads about getting an expensive ring, chain, necklace or ear-rings. From my point of view these kinds of 
advertising contaminate people's minds. In this case you are encouraged to buy things you do not really 
need. They make you believe you need such products in order to succeed or be happy.  
 
From the other side, I think that advertisements of the new detergents with up-to-date formulas to help 
you maintain your cloth in perfect conditions, the new cars with some extra futures that make your 
traveling more comfortable and sports goods that make your life healthier may help you to improve your 
life.  
 
Recently my husband and I saw an ad on the Internet about a very interesting and inexpensive vocation 
to Japan for a week. Is not it awesome? We like traveling. So now we are planning to find out more about 
it and, may be, make reservations. I belief that without advertisements we would be unaware about plenty 
of oppotunities that may make your life happier, easier and less stressful. 
 
My point is that every person has his own scale of values. So if he is vegetarian he will consider an ad 
about meat products useless for him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








 


 


What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and 
examples to explain why these qualities are important. 
 
Many people have to work under somebody's supervision. In most cases an employee does not choose 
his or her boss, unless a supervisor is elected. In the following paragraphs I will list the most important 
qualities of my "ideal boss". 
 
First of all, he must be impartial. I believe that it is very important to make a technical decision, think about 
somebody's promotion, etc. impartially. For instance, my friend is a supervisor on a dairy mill. It is his 
family's business so a lot of his relatives work there. But he never promotes someone because he or she 
is his family. I think it is a good quality for a boss. 
 
Second of all, my "ideal boss" must be honest, patient and attentive. He should pay attention to people's 
feelings, encourage them by increasing their salary, listen to their suggestions about improving  labor 
conditions and productivity. For instance, if he does not satisfied with the result he should understand the 
origin of the problem and explain people how to fix it. In addition, he must know how to solve conflicts that 
can arise between employees. 
 
Another important quality of a boss is the ability to choose the right decisions and to learn on somebody's 
mistakes.  
 
Finally, I think a good boss must value his or her employees because the profit directly depends on the 
people who work there.  
 
In conclusion, I think a good boss should be able to make his people enjoy the work they are doing and  
encourage their diligence. 
 
 








 


 


When people need to complain about a product or poor service, some prefer to complain in 
writing and others prefer to complain in person. Which way do you prefer? Use specific reasons 
and examples to support your answer. 
 
It is rather difficult for me to answer the question how I prefer to complain: in writing or in person because 
sometimes I just do not have a choice. For example, if I order a product using the Internet from another 
state or even country I will more likely have the opportunity to speak to a representative of a company in 
person. So, in some cases I choose to speak in person and in others I prefer to complain in writing. 
However, I believe that every option has its advantages. 
 
From the one side, complaining in writing brings many benefits. First of all, one does not have to spend 
his precious time driving, waiting for his turn and talking with a representative. He can just send mail or 
e-mail and get all explanation he needs.  Second of all, I think it is the best way to avoid an unpleasant 
conversation. Personally, I do not like to complain about anything especially, in person. Finally, 
sometimes it is impossible to have a face-to-face conversation because a company which provided a 
poor product or service is too far away. 
 
From the other side, complaining in person has some benefits too. First, this type of complaining provides 
an immediate feedback. So, if I have some complains about company's products I will receive all 
information and explanation right away. However, sending a company a letter and getting a feedback can 
take more then a month. Second, face-to-face conversation is often more effective. People talk to each 
other, see each other facial gestures and body movements, which can tell a lot about a person. In 
addition to these practical benefits, in the case if one can not receive creditable explanation from one 
representative he always can require to talk to another person. For instance, my husband recently had 
some extra withdraws from his account by his bank and he was not aware of it. So, he went to the bank 
and explained to the bank's representative the situation and they together found the solution and those 
money was given back to my husband's account. I think, in this case face-to-face conversation is the best 
way to complain and get feedback fast. 
 
In conclusion, I think that if I have to complain about a product or poor service I will do it in person. 
However, if face-to-face conversation is impossible I think I have nothing left but to send a letter or write 
an e-mail there. 
 
 
 








IELTS Sample Essays  


Dear professor Moss: 
 
I am Sandy Lee, an undergraduate student of the department of Electrical and 
Computer Engineering. At the beginning of this semester, I registered one of your 
courses, African Literature and Culture. It is a two-hour course held on every 
Thursday afternoon. Yesterday, I received a notice from my department that a 
major course, Computer Principle, would be changed to Thursday afternoon. 
This major course conspicuously influences my credits and it is every important 
to me. Unfortunately, I can not study your course this semester. 
 
Because of your reputation and my enthusiasm in literature, I hope I could study 
this course in next semester. I also heard that another course of yours, China 
Literature, is held every Friday afternoon. If the registration of this course hasn't 
closed yet, I will be so glad to participate in your class. 
 
Sorry to bother you, your help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Sandy Lee 
 
 
2. LETTER - AS A RESTAURANT WORKER, MAKE SUGGESTIONS TO THE 
RESTAURANT 
 
Dear General Manager, 
 
As a staff of Sales Department, I'm very glad to see the rapid development of our 
hotel. With the coming of New Year, I am writing to you to pre I think more on the 







further improvement of our hotel¡ªto establish a website of our own to attract 
more clients. 
 
Firstly, with the development of Internet, more and more people are willing to go 
to the outside world through the information on Internet. Thus if we could 
establish our own website and introduce ourselves on it, more friends, especially 
foreign friends, could know our latest promotion at home whenever they want. 
Secondly, according to the statistics of World Hotel Association, 33% of clients 
made hotel reservation through the Internet last year. And the proportion will 
largely increase in year 2000. Thus if we could introduce reservation system on 
our homepage, clients could contact us and make reservation directly. Finally, 
hotel promotion on Internet could reduce our operation cost greatly. 
 
As someone says that Internet shorten the distance of the world, I believe that 
the one who could make use of Internet effectively today will be the winner 
tomorrow. We will get a lot and have a brilliant future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Livia Lim 
 


3. TO IMPROVE TRANSPORTATION BY BUILDING MORE ROADS USING 
TAX PAYER'S MONEY 
 
To construct and maintain roads is a public service administered by the 
government. However, where does the money come from? Somebody believe 
that the government should allocate money from national finance on the road 
construction; but others think that the roads are constructed for people, so every 
tax-payer has the responsibility for constructing and maintaining the roads. It is 
so called ¡°What is taken from the people is used in the interests of the people.¡± 
 







To the first opinion, since government is the administrative organ, it has 
responsibility to do overall plan on those public services of city construction, 
including constructing the road. They think that the government 
should do plan and allocate every penny on all things concerning people's life.  
 
However in reality, the government cannot do all specific plans and money 
allocations on every detail concerning the society running. It only has the right of 
macro-adjustment and control. To be specific on the road construction, many 
people believe that based on the principle above, since the road is constructed 
for the convenience of people themselves, every tax-payer has duty to devote a 
little on the road construction, which is not only for the city overall plan, but also 
for their own use fundamentally. Once the constructions 
finish, the roads will be wider and longer, the facilities along the roads will be 
better in use, by then people could further improve their working efficiency, etc.. 
 
As I know, the second opinion is more reasonable and feasible, because it has 
two advantages: 1. The government could reduce heavy burdens, simplify and 
make clear the usage of money; 2. Tax-payers are clear about the usage of 
money they turn over, thus improve the transparency. Therefore, it is a good 
measure for both sides to allocate money from the tax paid by people on the road 
construction. 
 
 
4. LOST SOMETHING ON AN AIRPLANE AND WIRTE TO THE AIRPORT FOR 
HELP 
 
Dear officer: 
 
In 01/01/2000, I took flight CA983 from Beijing to Los Angeles. When the flight 
arrived at Los Angeles, because of my carelessness, I left my handbag, a black 







leathered bag, on my seat. There are some important things in it, including my 
passport, ID card, credit card, some checks and one thousand US Dollars. But 
the most important thing is my business address book, in which record all my 
clients' phone numbers and appointment agenda in the following two weeks. 
 
Since this bag is very important to me, my friends told me that I should contact 
your department to seek help, so I write this letter to you anxiously. Hope you 
and your staff can help me find my lost bag. Your meticulous and warmhearted 
help will be greatly appreciated. 
 
For information about my lost thing, please contact me in the following ways. 
 
Mobile phone: 13901160626 
 
Home phone: 82326258 
 
Office phone: 82326255 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Will Smith 
 
01/04/2000 


5. SOMEBODY HAS DONATED CONSIDERABLE MONEY; WRITE TO 
SCHOOL ABOUT HOW TO USE IT 
 
Dear President, November 11, 1999 
 
I 'm very happy to hear that a famous author has donated considerable money to 
our institute. And I think we could use it to establish an education fund to aid our 







teachers to study abroad. 
 
Firstly, teachers could increase their teaching level and enrich their knowledge by 
studying aboard. For teachers of a language institute, this kind of experience is 
really necessary. Teachers would consider that as a kind of prize and therefore 
work harder for that. Secondly, our institute could be benefited from doing that. 
Since we could provide the overseas-studying chance for our teachers, 
graduates with high score in the Normal Colleges are more willing to come to our 
institute. Thirdly, that will help our students. Our last year's survey showed that 
65% of our students prefer the language teachers who had overseas-studying 
experience. 
 
In a word, I think that using the donated fund to assist our teachers to study 
abroad is a good way to promote the healthy development of our institute.  


Please take good consideration of my advice. Thanks! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Livia Liu 
 
 
6. PRAISE A RESTAURANT FOR THE QUALITY OF THEIR FOOD AND THE 
IMPROVED MENU 
 
Dear Manager: 
 
I am a reporter from the News Weekend. Because of the demand of my work, I 
often come to Beijing to do interviews. Your hotel is my favorite, because of the 
comfortable living conditions, and the considerate service, especially your 
excellent food. 







 
The restaurants in your hotel have many kinds of delicious food such as Chinese 
food, Japanese food, French food and so on. Among these delicious foods, I like 
the Beijing Toast Duck best, not only because of its Chinese characteristics but 
also its special taste for people from all over the world. So every time I come 
here I always choose this course. 
 
Furthermore, what impressed me most is the high quality service, it always 
makes me feel at home. Waiters and waitresses are so kind and warmhearted 
that they always earnestly recommend every new or special food of the 
restaurant. I will recommend your hotel and restaurant to my friends without any 
reservation and hesitation. 
 
Hope your hotel and restaurant will be more prosperous in the future. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Will Smith 
 
01/01/2000 
 
 
7. Letter of request 
 
Dear Sirs, 
 
We are planing a full day party to celebrate the completion of our Business 
Language Training Course on June 30, 2000. The party will start at 10:00. 
President of our institute will deliver an opening speech. After lunch comes the 
singing and dancing show, followed by a cake and champion celebration at 







17:00. Karaoky and disco will begin at 18:30 and end at about 12:30. There will 
be 100 to 150 attendees for the event and half of them will stay overnight at the 
hotel. 
 
As suggested by one of our professors, your hotel offers various recreational 
facilities. Therefore, we would like to make your hotel as our party's venue. 
Please reserve the following according to our program: 
 
A 150-square meter meeting room, theater-style with 2 standing 
microphones, 5 wireless microphones and 1 podium; 
 
A 18-meter banner; 
 
Buffet lunch including soft drink; 
 
60-centimeter cakes and 30 bottles of champion; 
 
60 standard rooms 
 
Please quote the above separately and let us know the term of payment. Should 
you have further questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Contact Way: Tel: (8610)68882150/68882151 
 
Fax: (8610)68882250 
 
Thank you in anticipation for your kind assistance and looking forward to your 
earliest reply. 
 
Yours faithfully, 







 
Karen Wong 
 
Celebration Party Preparation Committee 
 
 
8. PROS AND CONS OF POCKET MONEY 
 
With the development of our modern society, people's living conditions become 
much more comfortable. But along with intense competition, parents have less 
time to consider children's needs in all-round. One method to solve this 
ontradiction is to give children some pocket money. Pocket money is useful to 
children. But whether the children are considerable enough to make correct use 
of these money. There are two viewpoints about the pocket money. Some people 
think that giving children pocket money will make them become luxurious. Others 
think that will not lead to such disadvantage. In my opinion, both of them are 
partially reasonable. 
 
Someone believe that giving children pocket money really has many advantages. 
With pocket money, children can buy their daily necessities such as pencils, little 
toys, and snack food they like. It will give children a certain freedom to select 
what they want, make them aware rules of the equivalent exchange. 
Since time to parents is very precious, giving pocket money to children help them 
to save time spent in shopping, but used in busy working and earning money. 
 
 
Others insist that there are undoubtedly some disadvantages in spending pocket 
money. First, young children do not know how to use pocket money 
appropriately, they possibly consume all the money to buy expensive 
merchandise that they like, and then ask for extra money from their parents. 







Some parents cosset 
their children, and always give them a large amount of pocket money. Such 
conditions will make children become more and more prodigal. Second, since 
adults do not supervise the procedure of shopping, children could probably buy 
something that is not suitable for their age, such as adult magazines. 
 
Judging these two viewpoints above-mentioned, I think that parents should give 
their children a limited amount of pocket money. There are some preconditions: 
the amount of pocket money must be finite; the parents should instruct their 
children how to use the money moderately and what is suitable to them; for a 
costly merchandise, parents themselves should take children to buy it. With 
these preconditions, pocket money will do no harm to their children. 


9. SHOULD PARENTS SPEND MORE TIME WITH THEIR CHILDREN 
 
In China, both of the parents have their jobs. With the development of economy, 
people tend to pursue high quality living conditions. Most of the parents try their 
best to offer their children comfortable circumstances, but they seldom have time 
to stay with their children. In my point of view, no matter how busy 
they are, they should make the best use of their time to stay with their children. 
 
First, the love between children and adults will be improved by spending more 
time on their children. Children could feel parents' affection through the genial 
conversation and sharing their pleasure with them. Every time when parents take 
them to amusement park, help them to prepare their birthday parties, applaud for 
them when they are competing in the sports meeting, the time they spend with 
children will become treasure in their memories. 
 
Second, children need the direction from their parents. There are some wrong 
behaviors in our society such as dishonesty, corruption, violence and eroticism 
and so on. Children have weak resistance in defending this 







detrimental influence. In this case, parents' instructions seem to be very 
important to children's growth. Parents should sit down and talk with them about 
what they should do and should not do. In addition, if parents often spend time in 
staying with their children, adults' good behaviors will greatly influence their 
children. 
 
Here I do not deny that there are some disadvantages in spending too much time 
on children. Some parents restrict their children, and give them little freedom to 
develop their interests. Therefore, I emphasize that parents should educate and 
instruct their children appropriately in their spare time apart from their 
busy works. 
 
 
9. WRITE TO PRAISE HOSPITAL'S SERVICES 
 
Dear Sir: 
 
I am a business man from America, and my name is David Smith. Last month it 
was the first time that I traveled to Beijing for business, signing a contract with a 
Chinese food company. Unfortunately I got a bad flu and then had a fever. I was 
sent to your hospital. Because my temperature was nearly 40 degree centigrade, 
I was asked to be in hospital. I worried about my business and the delay of 
signing the contact will lead to great losses to my company. However, After the 
doctors' careful treatment and nurses' patient care, I was recovered only in 4 
days. 
 
I completed the negotiation with the food company smoothly and signed the 
contract on time finally. So I sincerely appreciate all the staffs in your hospital 
who helped me full-heatedly. I was deeply impressed by the kind doctors and 
nurses, the pleasant and comfortable environment, and considerate services. I 







have no relatives and friends in Beijing, but I felt at home in your hospital. I will 
always remember all those warmhearted persons and your hospital in my heart. 
 
Best wishes to you all! 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
David Smith 
 
 
11. Children learn best by observing the behavior of adults and copying it. 
 
The Process of growing up is very complex for children. Among countless factors 
that influence children's growth, the behavior of adults plays a significant role in 
shaping children's inclination and character. After the baby is born, the first and 
the nearest adults are his/her parents. Although the baby is just slur 
pronunciation, the little baby has started to learn from their parents by observing 
and copying the adults' talk. This learning environment is important for the 
babies. 
 
There is a special case reported by the press. A baby was abandoned when she 
was born. A sow fed her as a piglet. When she was about eight years old, some 
villagers found her, her intelligence was just similar to the two-year old baby and 
all of her behaviors were looked like a pig. From this case, we know child is a 
"mirror" which will reflect the behavior of the closet adults. 
 
Along with the children's growth, adults will influence them much more, such as 
logical thinking, making decision, cooperation with others, etc.. The behavior of 
adults can give children both good and bad influence. Most of the behaviors 
represent adults' inclination. For instance, if media report chiefly on the shadow 







side of the society, children will easily incline to violence and excessive sex. 
Therefore, they will be infected with bad mental state. 
 
Behavior is a direct and convincing method to teach children. Things are easier 
said than done. Parents always tell children those principles repeatedly, but most 
children can not accept it through these boring method. Adults' behavior is the 
most effective education method to let them observe the whole process of how to 
deal with the problems. The children will learn from you naturally. 
 
Children are like young trees, they need to be carefully irrigated, fertilized and 
trimmed. Your behavior will be greatly helpful to shape them into useful talents. 
 
 
12. Zoos are sometimes seen as necessary but poor alternative to a natural 
environment. Is it necessary to keep animals in zoos? 
 
In the modern society, zoos are almost indispensable places in large cities for 
people to visit. In some large zoos, there are various animals from space to sea, 
and from primitive invertebrates to advanced and intelligent mammals. In the 
zoos, all animals, including those rare animals, such as panda, Africa elephant, 
and North-East tiger, could enjoy good care and protection away from any hurt. 
However, along with the stronger natural environmental protection 
consciousness, many people think that to put animals into small cages will 
change their living instincts, and therefore break the ecological balance. 
 
Viewed from the basic relations between animals and human beings, animals 
should have the equal freedom with human beings. They are all forms of life. 
Animals have their own living instinct, and it is this instinct that forms the 
biological chain of the Earth. This relation is called ¡°Ecological Balance¡± 
academically. For example, insect¡ªbird¡ªsnake. If most birds in a region are 







killed and locked into cages by human beings, the pests will eat out all crops, and 
snakes will lose a large part of food (bird)-resources, therefore leading to 
starvation and death. 
 
This opinion sounds ideal theoretically. However in reality, human beings and 
other animals cannot stay together peacefully on the Earth. Because of human 
beings' lust for fortune, many valuable animals are killed or sold, especially those 
endangered species. Therefore, zoos appear as an active way for people to 
protect those poor animals. First, this is an action not only for animals but also for 
human being itself. Once the biological chain is broken, human beings will be 
punished inevitably. Next, zoos can serve a purpose of educating and 
entertaining people, narrowing the distance between human beings and animals. 


Last, zoos can be a scientific study center to rescue more endangered spices 
and make animals better serve people's need. 
 
The key point of this topic is freedom or protection. In my opinion, those two 
aspects can be unified. It is necessary to keep animals in zoos for the purpose of 
protection, teaching and study. Let's think it further, the purpose of all these 
actions is to make animals live happier, therefore, maintain the ecological 
balance, hence protect our own living environment. 


13. Writes an essay, considering and assessing arguments for and against the 
following view: As reading is important for a good education, we should 
encourage our children to read whatever appeals to them. 
 
The famous English philosopher Francis Bacon said, "Reading makes a full 
man". Reading books can strongly shape you inclination, mature your thoughts, 
widen you horizon and enrich your personality. Life is limited, but knowledge is 
boundless. The more books we read, the more knowledge we get. Hence, We 
should encourage our children to read more books. 
 







However, books can also be harmful, particularly the pornographic books. Bad 
books contain evil thoughts. In them, there might be much description about 
violence, superstition, and sex. Let's suppose that you are in the position of a 
parent. Would you allow your children to read whatever appeals to them? If your 
answer to the question is "yes", you are either extremely permissive or just plain 
irresponsible. If children read bad books, the evil thoughts would poison their 
mind gradually. They will be dispirited and perhaps commit a crime. 
 
Good books, on the other hand, teach and help children to do good things. Good 
books are children's real companions, and they are both instructive and inspiring. 
Children know past events from history books, study communication by language 
book, learn space and numbers through mathematics books. In a word, different 
kinds of good books can give them a large amount of ideas and knowledge. 
 
Consequently, those who read good books can be inspired to grow healthily, 
while those who read bad ones will lead a wicked life and meet with miserable 
failure. So before we encourage our children to read books, we should teach and 
help them to identify good and bad books. 
 
14. Human being does not need to eat meat in order to maintain good health 
because they can get all their food needs from meatless products and meatless 
substitute. 
 
Meat provides human beings with a lot of nutrition needed for maintaining good 
health. People get protein, fat, heat and cholesterol etc. from meat to build 
themselves stronger than ever. 
 
However, along with the development of meatless products and meatless 
substitute, people can also get their nutrition needs. 
 







Vegetarians are the best example. They don't eat meat, but only depend on 
vegetables, eggs and milk. They live a happy life, working everyday, doing 
sports, going for disco and traveling for sightseeing etc. Most of them are in such 
good health, they can even compete with athletes in sports games. Monks are 
another example. Due to their faithful religious belief, they are not allowed to eat 
any meat, yet they are in good shape. Children as young as 5 know Shaolin 
Monks, who can play Shaolin wushu. These monks are the essence of the 
Shaolin Temple. They protect people's interests and punish bad guys. During war 
time, they stood out to protect a nation's sovereignty and dignity by making use 
of their Kongfu. Moreover, the secret of longevity is to eat meat as little as 
possible, according to most of people over 100 years old. 
 
Theoretically, people will be in good health so long as they have enough protein 
and vitamin. People can easily get protein from milk and egg, while get vitamin 
from fruits and vegetables. Science and technology makes everything possible. It 
can even clone sheep and cow, let alone their meat. 
 
Based on the above, my conclusion is that people can live without meat, 
particularly along with the advancement of the science and technology, which 
can create more meatless substitutes. People can maintain good health, even if 
they do not eat any meat. 
 
 
15. The best way to reduce the number of traffic accidents is to make all young 
drivers complete a safe driving education course before being licensed to drive. 
 
Traffic accident is one of human beings' fatal enemies. The major cause for traffic 
accidents is lack of safety awareness. Therefore to complete a safety driving 
education course is a very important way to reduce the number of traffic 
accidents. 







 
However, the key point for this issue is people's awareness towards safety. It is a 
long-term goal rather than a single course for safety driving. 
 
Actually, the safe driving education course has already been undertaken in 
China. To get the driving licenses, people should attend a one-month training for 
traffic rules and pass the examination on regulation before they take further on-
road examination. During the traffic rules training, the lecturers re-stress several 
times the critical role of safety in driving. During the on-road exercises, the 
coaches emphasize repeatedly the importance of safety in daily driving. Further, 
during the examination, most of the students get high marks, which indicate that 
they are really well equipped with all safety knowledge. However, safety related 
traffic accidents still occur and the peace-breakers are not only young people, but 
also the middle-aged and experienced. 
 
Safe driving education is a long-term commitment and should be carried out with 
a regular basis. Many cities, which have implemented the quarterly safety 
training for those already obtained driving license, have made remarkable 
achievements. Their approach should be followed and gradually spread out all 
over the country. Only by this way can people build up their self-conscience for 
safety driving; only by this way can people pay enough attention to their daily 
driving work and only by this way can people reduce safety-related traffic 
accident fundamentally. 
 
In short, the best way to reduce the number of traffic accident is to enhance 
people's awareness towards safety driving. A single safety driving educational 
course will not help too much. 
 
 
16. Education is the single most important factor in the development of a 







developing country. 
 
Education is an indispensable factor for the development of a developing 
country. The quality of the people is the essence of a nation's economy, while 
education is the only way to enhance people's quality. Where there is advanced 
education, there is a relatively developed economy. 
 
However, education is not the single most important issue. Reform, opening-up 
and infrastructure construction etc. also accounts. 
 
Reform endows us the capacity to employ the best mechanism for the 
development to follow. It helps us to root out an entire unsuitable system, 
creating favorable environment for entrepreneurs, setting up a huge umbrella for 
talents and providing a blue print for people to paint. Without it, the world would 
be restrained to the old fashioned and outdated economic model. Opening-up 
endues us a broadened view to the outside world and freshens our way of 
thinking. By looking at the outside world, we can learn the most advanced 
technology to 
better our lives; by looking at the outside world, we can adopt the most 
appropriate the method to develop our own economy and also by looking at the 
outside world, we can exchange our ideas, needs and feelings with the rest of 
the world. Without opening-up, we would never know the term of Internet, the 
most dynamic and magic word in today's world. Infrastructure construction paves 
the way for any advancement. We are connected, the logo of Nokia tells us the 
importance of telecommunication net work; ¡°to build road in order to become 
rich¡±, saying from people at every nook in China indicates the theory of 
transportation infrastructure¡ There are many factors for the development of a 
developing country. They are complementary to each other. 
 







In short, education is very important. It should go hand in hand with other 
elements, so as to play its due role to a country's development. 
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A foreign visitor has only one day to spend in your country. Where should this visitor go on that 
day? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice. 
 
Traveling is a good way to find out more about different countries with different traditions and customs. 
Some travelers prefer to spend in one country just a few days or one day and then leave for another 
country. This way of traveling allows people to visit more countries in less days. Unfortunately, in this 
case such travelers have to hurry in order to visit more places.  
 
I am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. So, if a foreign visitor has only one day to spend in my country I think 
I would advice him to visit the "Hermitage" - the most well known and amazing museum in Russia. The 
"Hermitage" has 3 floors and more then 100 halls. It is really amazing to visit that place. Many people 
from all over the world every day enter its walls. Some of the rooms devoted to the history of other 
countries. Others devoted to the art of a famous painter and the history of his life. However, most of the 
halls conclude many things such as paintings, royal belongings, sculptures from Russian history. 
 
Some people say that it is impossible to feel deeply and see all these amazing historical values for one 
visit. I have to completely agree with this statement. When I first visited the "Hermitage" I was 14 years 
old. It impressed me so much that I was back next day to see what I had not been able to see the day 
before.  
 
The "Hermitage" is an impressive and beautiful museum. I think it is worth to spend there a whole day 
and I believe that after that a foreign visitor can claim with a proud that he or she saw  Russia. 
 








 


 


Many students have to live with roommates while going to school or university. What are some of 
the important qualities of a good roommate? Use specific reasons and examples to explain why 
these qualities are important. 
 
When I was a student at a Russian University I lived with my friend Tonia. Frankly speaking, she was not 
my friend at first. I mean that we meat when we were in our first year at university. She was looking for a 
place to live and I offered her to stay at my place because I lived alone and it was quite expensive for me 
at that time. I must confess that I never felt regret about my decision because Tonia turned out to be a 
great roommate. Moreover, we became friends and now after two years from my graduation we still call 
each other, care about each other and chart through the Internet. Unfortunately, now we live in different 
cities even in different countries, but I hope our friendship will continue. 
 
In this essay I will list the main qualities of a good roommate which from my point of view are essential. 
Furthermore, I must inform that Tonia possesses all these qualities and I am proud to have such a great 
friend. 
 
First of all, a roommate must be kind and generous. It is easier to deal with a person who is kind and 
ready to offer a hand. For example, kindness and understanding are very essential qualities if one of 
them got ill. Second of all, roommates must have common interests because it will help them to find more 
subjects to discuss. I think that when people have nothing to talk about they should not live together 
because it will be difficult for both of them. In addition, a roommate must be funny but at the same time 
she or he must be attentive and understanding. Selfishness is not a good quality for a roommate because 
people who live together should be attentive to each other's feelings and be ready to sacrifice their time to 
each other. 
 
In short, I think that roommates must be friends because friendship means understanding and sympathy. 
 








Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things that 
they do not enjoy doing. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
I absolutely agree with the statement that sometimes people should do things they do not injoy doing. 
Take me for example.  
 
I hate to get up early. It is so relaxing to wake up without the help of an alarm clock and to lie fifteen 
minutes more recalling your dreams.  Nevertheless I get up at 6 o'clock every morning,  put on my T-shirt 
and shorts and go jogging. Sometimes when I hear the sound of my alarm clock I have a strong wish to 
put my head under the pillow and fall asleep. Now and then I wake up at night and look at my wrist watch 
to check how many hours I have left. And I am the happiest person in the whole world because I have a 
few more hours to sleep. You may ask me "Why do I do it every morning?". Because more than I hate to 
get up early I love to feel freshness of the morning air. I love to feel a little bit tired and at the same time to 
be so full of energy. It helps me to feel better all day long. 
 
Moreover, I hate shopping. It is my opinion that shopping takes too much time which I can spend doing 
things I enjoy doing. Nevertheless every week I go to the nearest supermarket because otherwise my 
refrigerator will be empty and I can not afford to have dinner at the restaurant every day. Besides I like to 
cook. So, a few hours spent on shopping makes me happy for the whole week. Is not it great? 
 
From my point of view when a man has to do things he does not like to he becomes stronger, more 
responsible and can injoy life. 








 


 


Some people like to do only what they already do well. Other people prefer to try new things and 
take risks. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your choice. 
 
Form my everyday experience and observation I think that all people who succeeded in life had to work 
hard and gain more knowledge and experience in order to reach their goals. From the other hand, people 
who all their life do things they already do well and do not improve their knowledge do not move forward. I 
base my statement on the following points. 
 
First of all, people who want to succeed must constantly improve their knowledge and gain more 
experience. Moreover, they must be the best at their profession. So, they need to try new things, take 
risks sometimes and work hard . 
 
Second of all, it is impossible to live without trying new things. Imagine one wants to learn how to drive. 
He will never be able to do it without learning new things such as driving rules.  
 
Personally, I think that it is very interesting to learn new, to gain more experience, to make new goals and 
reach them. Life is too short to stay on one place. People need changes because they make our lives 
more beautiful and exiting. We find out new things, learn new things and dream to know other things. 
People need challenges because while overcoming obstacles we make new discoveries, become 
stronger, perfect ourselves and move forward. 
 
To sum up, I believe that people's aspiration for learning new things is the main reason the way we live 
now. People make many discoveries and inventions that make our lives easier, happier and longer.  
 








 


 


Every generation of people is different in important ways. How is your generation different from 
your parents’ generation? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer. 
 
Man, through the ages, has undergone many changes from the time he depicted a herd of mammoths on 
the walls of his cave to these days when he can use personal computers to create a new pattern for his 
carpet, send e-mail to his friend and even make him a cup of coffee without leaving his chair. There is no 
doubt that every generation is different in many ways from the old ones. In the following paragraphs I will 
list some differences, which  I believe exist between my generation and my parents' generation. 
 
First of all, I think that my generation is more familiar with the modern technology then my parents' 
generation. For example, my mother learnt from me about the Internet. I was the first person who 
explained my parents what the Internet is and how to use it.  
 
Second of all, people of my generation have different interests and different opinions about many things.  
For example, my parents and I have different views about decision made by the government. My mother 
thinks that  more money should be spend on books and libraries for the children, and I think that more 
money should be spend on computer technologies. 
 
Finally, I think that people of my generation tend to forget many traditions and customs of the country they 
were born in. We often forget about the meaning of the holidays our parents celebrate. I cannot say that it 
is wrong I just think it is normal when recent historical events are celebrated with more enthusiasm. 
However, I believe that all people should remember their history and pass it down to the next generation 
because this knowledge is irreplaceable and priceless for every person. 
 
To sum up, there is no doubt that next generation is always better prepared for the future than the old 
one, and this means that our children will also be more experienced than we do now. And I think it is for 
the best. 
 








 


 


It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? 
Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay. 
 
 
Some people believe that it is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. However, 
other people think that a big city gives more opportunities and it is good for the long run. Personally, for 
several reasons I think that it is better for children's health to grow up in the country. 
 
First of all, it is very important for a child to grow up in a healthy environment. Children need fresh air, not 
polluted by the huge amount of cars and factories of the modern city. In the country they can spend more 
time exercising and walking with their friends. Scientists say that now children spend the same amount of 
time watching TV as they do at school. Probably, the possibility to join their friends for a play will change 
this proportion. Another important aspect of this is that parents will have more time to spend with their 
children as a result of eliminating traffic jams and decreasing driving time as a whole. 
 
From the other side, children have some advantages living in a big city. For example, they have more 
opportunities to choose from what they want to do. They can choose to attend ballet school, school of art, 
gymnastics, etc. For the long run, it is good for them. They will be better prepared for a live in a "real 
world" and they will have more chances to make a good career and succeed. Moreover, a big city usually 
has many entertaining centers with movie theatres and play stations. When I was a child I liked to go to 
the movie theatre with my parents to watch a premiere. 
 
One more reason to choose a big city for a child is that a city provide better live conditions and services 
such as medical, dental, etc. My friend lived in the country for a while and one time he and his family had 
to drive a couple of hours to the nearest medical center when his child got a heavy cough.  
 
To summarize, I agree with those people who want to raise their children in a city. The plenty of 
opportunities offered by a city helps children to find what they really like and be the best at it. Moreover, 
despite the air pollution, children get a better medical service that is good for their health. 
 
 








 


 


A gift (such as a camera, a soccer ball, or an animal) can contribute to a child’s development. 
What gift would you give to help a child develop? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to 
support your choice. 
 
People learn and develop throughout their entire lives. I think that in our modern world it is very essential 
to be familiar with computer technology. So, if I had a chance to give a child a gift it would be a computer. 
I think that computers play an essential role in our lives and they bring many benefits to our society. 
Moreover, children can learn by use of computers. In the following paragraphs I will give my reasons to 
support my answer. 
 
First of all, by use of computers children can play many games, which help to improve children's ability to 
think logically, think about their next step, etc. Moreover, playing games develop many important qualities 
such as attention, patience, persistent, etc. Second of all, computers help children to learn more about 
anything by use of Internet. They can find new friends even from another country. Children will improve 
their communication skills, gain more knowledge and experience. Also, children have a great opportunity 
to learn more about other countries, their history, traditions and customs. Finally, computer skills can help 
a child to find his or her first job. A child can find an ad in the Internet about a job offer or he or she can 
make a resume and place it in the Internet. Personally, I think it is a great experience and big step 
forward towards a future career. 
 
In addition to those practical benefits, computer technology helps children to do their homework faster. 
They can type their data into the computer, easily check the grammar, correct mistakes and then print it 
out. Moreover, there are plenty different kinds of educational programs that can help children learn how to 
read, write, draw and even how to behave and speak a foreign language.  
  
To sum up, I believe that children should learn how to use computer because this knowledge will help 
them in the future to be more self-confident and enterprising. Furthermore, computers can greatly 
improve and simplify their lives if children know how to use them. 
 
 








 


 


If you could study a subject that you have never had the opportunity to study, what would you 
choose? Explain your choice, using specific reasons and details. 
 
If I would have the opportunity to study a subject I do not know yet I would choose to study the outer 
space. I have a Bachelor degree in Management and I like to have the possibilities to work in this field. 
However, I was always interested in the space exploration.  
 
I think, it is a very interesting and challenging job to work on a space ship, gathering different kinds of 
information, probes and specimens. Many people think that these kinds of experiments are a waste of 
money and time. Nevertheless, I believe that humankind is making steps forward by domesticating space. 
We need to know what is beyond our solar system. We need to know what is beyond our universe.  
 
Another important aspect of studding the space is that scientists are always about to make new 
discoveries there and they do them. I think it is a great feeling to give people new knowledge, 
opportunities and experience. Scientists often find  and study new constellations, they launch satellites 
and monitor them from land. 
 
When I was a child I collected stamps and cards with a space subject and I dreamed that someday I 
would be able to make a flight into an outer space. However, my plans changed but my dream has not 
vanished. I believe that in a few years people will be able to visit the space just like they go to a museum 
now. 
 
To sum up, I think  that studding a space would give me self-realization, more opportunities to grow and 
more goals to achieve. 
 
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Advertising can tell you a lot about a 
country. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Every country has its own culture and traditions. There is no doubt that an advertising campaign 
conducted in Russia will not have the same affect here in the United States.   Let us take for example 
advertisement of food and restaurants.   
 
A huge amount of fast food stands suggest their services for breakfast, lunch, dinner and supper here in 
Houston. The competition is very strong. Every week you get in your mail-box an envelope with different 
types of discounts in exchange for visiting them or ordering pizza. Watching TV you are also from time to 
time invited to visit a restaurant in order to taste some delicious food.  It is not because it is easy to make 
money cooking but because the demand for such service is high. First of all, people like to go out 
sometimes to have dinner with friends. Second of all, it is often impossible to drive home for lunch. It can 
be time consuming.  
 
As for Russia, it is a great tradition to have dinner at home with the family and go to the restaurant for big 
holidays. Additionally fast food is not popular in Russia. So you will see advertisements of yogurts, coffee, 
dairy products and juice instead of  restaurants and fast food stands. 
 
In conclusion I would like to add that in order to succeed in advertising campaign especially on the 
international market company must know traditions, language and history of the country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 








 


 


Would you prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building? Use specific 
reasons and details to support your choice. 
 
If I was asked where I would I prefer to live in a traditional house or in a modern apartment building, I 
think, I would hesitate to answer. This question, from my point of view, is a controversial one. In the 
following paragraphs I will analyze both these options and present my view. 
 
From the one side, living in a modern apartment building brings many benefits. First of all, it is cheaper 
then living in  a traditional house and paying different kinds of fees I am not familiar with. For instance, 
my friend, who recently bought a new house for his family, said me that it is much easier to live in an 
apartment and I tend to believe him when I see his bills. So, living in an apartment will definitely help me 
to save some money. Second of all, since I live alone I do not need a big house with many rooms. I just 
need a bedroom and a living room where I can take my guests and have my work place. Another 
important benefit of living in an apartment is that I will not have to buy much cumbersome furniture in 
order to furnish all rooms.  
 
However, living in a modern apartment building can have a few disadvantages too. Firstly, it can be noisy 
and, secondly, I will not have any privacy outside my apartment, for example, in a pool or gym. 
 
From the other side, living in a  traditional house have some advantages too. For example, I can have my 
own pool, gym and a garden where I can relax and be alone. However, living in a house is usually more 
expensive and requires more time to maintain a house. For instance, I will most likely have to hire 
someone to mow my lawn and clean my pool not to mention all household tasks inside the house. 
 
In conclusion, I think at this moment I would prefer to live in an apartment. It can help me save some 
money and allows me to spend more time studying because I will not have to do many household tasks. 
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Attending a live performance (for 
example, a play, concert, or sporting event) is more enjoyable than watching the same event on 
television. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 
 
The issue whether to attend a live performance or enjoy watching the same event on TV is a controversial 
one. However, in my opinion an intermediate position can be taken. I base my suggestion on the following 
points. But before I begin I think I need to clarify what kind of live performances I like.  I mostly attend 
concerts and prefer to see sport events on TV.  
 
First of all, watching an event on TV can bring many advantages. One can relax and settle in his favorite 
chair, eating a cake or having a drink. One does not have to spend time driving to the place where an 
event takes place. Also, he does not spend money on a ticket. Moreover, sometimes sitting in front of a 
TV set one is likely to see more interesting parts of a show more clearly with the help of an operator. 
Second of all, the weather is no longer of that importance. He does not care that it is rainy or chilly 
outside.  
 
From the other side, attending a live performance has many advantages too. Firstly, people can enjoy the 
songs as they are in a real time. Personally, I like to attend a live performance because they give much 
positive energy and many beautiful moments. Frankly, watching a show at home does not give me that. 
One can enjoy loud music, the closeness of his favorite stars and shout the songs he likes.  
 
  
In summary, I prefer to attend live performances in the case of a concert and show. However, in contrast, 
I prefer to watch sport events on television at home. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should read only those books that 
are about real events, real people, and established facts. Use specific reasons and details to 
support your opinion. 
 
Some people think that fiction books have no use at all. They claim that people should read about real 
events that took place, real people, and established facts. I have to totally disagree with this statement. 
From my everyday experience and observation I can stand that fiction, miracles and fairy tails are 
required in our life. For several reasons, which I will mention below, I believe that fiction books play an 
essential role in our life. 
 
First of all, it is kind of difficult to imagine a six year old child reading about politics or history with the real 
facts that are not always pleasant. I think that children need miracles and Santa Claus because the real 
world is too complicated for them. They are too innocent and inexperienced to know the real facts and 
understand what is a real life about. In addition, I am sure that making a child read only non-fiction books 
can result in shock. In addition to these benefits,  
 
Second of all, following this statement about refusing from reading books about fiction events we also 
should refuse from festivals, parades, and celebration such holidays as Halloween because most of the 
characters there are fictional. Moreover, comic books will disappear as well as animated films and fiction 
movies. The disadvantage of non-fiction lies in the facts that nothing happens to excite the mind and 
spirit. From the other side, fiction provides a great slope for a mind to think creatively. 
 
In conclusion, I think that people need miracles. We can not be satisfied with only naked truth. Human 
kind must believe in something and this believe helps people break limits and make new inventions. 
 








 


 


It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast 
knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which 
source is more important? Why? 
 
People are learning and practicing through their entire life. I believe that life experience and practice are 
the basic reasons of the humankind's evolution. However, in my opinion, knowledge gained from books 
plays a very important role in the modern life. 
 
The most obviously important advantage of books is that they hold all knowledge gained by previous 
generations. People write books about their discoveries and inventions, which are gained through 
practice and experience. This knowledge is accumulated in books that are passed from generation to 
generation. So, basically, people get all knowledge about the previous achievements from books, analyze 
it and than, according to their experience and new data, write new books. In this case, books are the 
holders of humankind's experience.  
 
For example, at old times people thought that the Earth was flat. It was concluded from observations and 
studdying.  However, the next generations, using the experience of their ancestors, proved that the Earth 
was round. 
 
Personally, I think that books are very important because they are able to give people the basic and 
fundamental knowledge. Books store history, the important events and discoveries. Without them it is 
difficult and sometimes impossible to move forward, make new discoveries and inventions. 
 
To summarize, I think a person should take basic knowledge from books because it will help him to make 
his own inventions, conclusions and discoveries. Only using both books and one’s experience one can 
move forward. 
 
 








 


 


It is sometimes said that borrowing money from a friend can harm or damage the friendship. Do 
you agree? Why or why not? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your answer. 
 
I think that borrowing money from a friend has some negative aspects and can harm or damage the 
friendship in some cases.  For example, a person borrowed some money from his or her friend and did 
not return it. However, I believe that borrowing money from a friend and returning it on time can not harm 
friendship. Moreover, it even can strengthen the relationships between them. For several reasons, which I 
will mention bellow, I think borrowing money from a friend and returning it do not damage the friendship. 
 
I think that borrowing money from a person who is close to one is normal. Imagine that someone needs 
help and no doubt that his or her friends will offer it. For example, when my friend asks me to baby-sit her 
child while she is taking her classes I agree because I know that she desperately needs my help in order 
to finish her degree and save some money. Furthermore, I am sure that she will be there for me if I need 
help. The same thing is with the money, sometimes we borrow money from each other but we always 
return it to each other. I think it is very important to return money borrowed from a friend. I am glad that I 
can lend her some money when she needs it because I am sure that she will return it as soon as 
possible. 
 
In addition, I believe that when friends lend and borrow money from each other it means that they trust 
each other. However, I cannot disagree with the fact that money often can cause the end of the 
friendship. For example, a person, who borrowed money from his or her friend and did not return it, will try 
to avoid any contacts with the second person. At the same time, a person who lent the money to his or 
her friend and did not get it back will have more likely an unpleasant feeling about the situation too. As a 
result friends will fall apart. 
 
In conclusion, I think that borrowing money and returning it will help to keep friends together. 
 
 








 


 


The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people think that 
your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the advantages and 
disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details in your 
discussion. 
 
I think it is a great idea to build a new university in my community. However, I think it is a controversial 
question whether the building of a new university will bring only benefits to our community. In this essay I 
will analyze advantages and disadvantages of this issue and present my view in favor of establishing a 
new university in my community. 
 
From the one side, establishing a new university in my community brings many benefits. First of all, a new 
construction means more job opportunities. I think it would be good for my community because many 
people have to spend much time driving to their work day in and day out because they could not find a job 
in our neighborhood. Second of all, a new university is a good chance to meet new people and I like this 
opportunity. Many students will live in our community. Finally, if a new university is built in my community 
there is a big chance that I will be willing to enroll in it. I think it is great because it is not far from my place 
and I do not have to move to another part of the city. Another important aspect of this is that people from 
my community will have a chance to use new libraries and facilities of a new university. For example 
some people can take courses and classes there. 
 
From the other side, building a new university can bring some disadvantages. A new construction means 
noise, traffic jams and different kinds of pollution. In addition to these disadvantages, many young people 
in our community can cause more noise especially in the evenings. 
 
To sum up, I think that I would support the decision of the government of establishing a new university in 
my community despite a few disadvantages that could follow this construction. I believe that a new 
university will increase a chance of many young people to get a higher education, gain more knowledge 
and experience, which will help them to succeed in today’s world. 
 
 
 








 


 


A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss 
the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or 
oppose the factory? Explain your position. 
 
I am from Saint-Petersburg, Russia. I believe that building a large factory near my community has 
advantages as well as disadvantages. In the following paragraphs I will list basic benefits and losses that 
will be brought by a new factory. 
 
For several reasons, I think that a new factory will not be a good addition to my neighborhood. First of all, 
factories often bring pollution. They are prone to contaminating the local air and water. Second of all, 
factories make noise. Another important aspect of building a new factory near by is that it will make the 
local traffic heavy. As a result of this, the amount of traffic congestions will increase, as well as 
contamination of the air. So, all these obviously will not make one's life happier and healthier in my 
community. 
 
From the other side, I believe that a new factory will bring some advantages to my community. First of all, 
it will bring new job opportunities. Many specialists will be required to work there. Second of all, I think 
many local community facilities will have to be renovated to obtain reliable supply of water and electricity. 
So, some old pipes may be changed. Another important benefit of this is that the local roads in order to 
manage the increasing traffic will be rebuilt and widened. 
 
However, I do not think that listed above benefits are worth all these troubles including water 
contamination and the constant pollution of air. From my point of view all factories must be built far from 
the people communities because they can be really harmful for people's health.   
 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Businesses should do anything they can 
to make a profit. Use specific reasons and examples to support your position. 
I do not agree with the statement that businesses should do anything they can to make a profit. I state my 
opinion on the following points. 
 
First of all, every company must have its moral code. It means that a company should treat its clients 
properly and respect their rights. Of cause a company may lose a part of its profit but security of its clients 
must be on the first place. Otherwise, clients will switch to another company and never be back. For 
instance, a few years ago "Jonson&Jonson" produced a new type of painkillers. Unfortunately, this 
product was not tested properly. As a result of this many people died and received injures. The president 
of the company made a crucial decision to call back all painkillers from all distributors and pay to all 
injured customers for their treatment. It cost a lot of money for the company but it saved its image and 
clients. It was a very difficult decision, but the president of the company understood that it would cost him 
even more in the future because he would not be able to return clients' respect. Loosing customers 
means for a company loosing its profit. 
 
Second of all, in order to succeed in the modern world companies have to compete with each other. Many 
companies lose  their profit decreasing prices on their products. They do not aspire for extra profit but for 
clients' satisfaction. Companies do it because they want their products sold and their customers satisfied. 
They offer discounts, free delivery, free service, free Internet access, good return service, etc. All these 
are done to make their old customers happy and attract new clients. 
 
To sum up, I think a company, which the only goal is profit will not succeed nowadays. Otherwise, 
companies that respect their clients and want to see them satisfied will make a fortune. 
 








 


 


Some people enjoy change, and they look forward to new experiences. Others like their lives to 
stay the same, and they do not change their usual habits. Compare these two approaches to life. 
Which approach do you prefer? Explain why. 
 
 
Some people like to live in the same house, have the same job and habits all their lives. However, others 
aspire to changes and new experience. Personally, for the several reasons, which I will explain bellow, I 
prefer the first approach to life.  
 
First of all, changes in one's life bring many benefits. One tries new things, gains new knowledge and 
experience. I think it is great because without changes life becomes boring. I always try to make changes 
in my life. Moreover, when I feel that my life is boring I do not feel well about it. I feel like I spent those 
days for nothing. I did not do anything exiting, I learnt nothing interesting and I just waisted my time.  
 
Second of all, people need changes. Furthermore, we need obstacles to overcome and reach our goals. I 
believe that changes make us stronger, more persistent, more self-confident, and more patient. Also, I 
feel that all people who succeeded in life like changes and new experience because it is impossible to be 
the best at some field without perfecting the present knowledge and gain new experience. People catch 
every opportunity to learn more and change their life for the best. 
 
From the other side, people who like their lives to stay the same are very permanent. They have the 
same job all their life, the same habits, the same week-ends and even the same years in years out. I think 
it is boring. What will they tell their children about their lives? What kind of contribution will they make for 
the society? I think such people are just afraid of changes.  
 
I think curiosity and aspiration to the new experience are two of the main reasons of human evolution. 
People always wanted to break limits and gain more knowledge and experience. So, people who enjoy 
change are the engine of human development. 
 








 


 


Some people think that children should begin their formal education at a very early age and 
should spend most of their time on school studies. Others believe that young children should 
spend most of their time playing. Compare these two views. Which view do you agree with? Why? 
 
People learn through their entire lives. Curiosity was always the basic characteristic of a human being. 
We always want to break limits and learn more. At this point some people think that children should begin 
their formal education at a very early age and spend most of their time on school studies. This will help 
them to succeed in the future. However, for several reasons, which I will explain bellow, I think that 
children should not study at a very early age.  
 
Of cause, children who begin to study at a very early age have more chances to succeed in the future. 
They gain more knowledge and experience which are priceless and valuable. In addition, studying more 
now they will give them the opportunity to perfect their knowledge in the future and become better 
professionals. 
 
However, I think that every child must have his or her childhood. Children should learn through playing 
and communication with their friends and parents. I think that such basic qualities as kindness, self-
confidence and just a good sense of humor can not be gained from studying. Children should more time 
spend with their family, playing and learning with their parents. Imagine that a child instead of playing with 
his friends does his homework and feel exhausted and tired. Another important aspect of this is that 
children at their early ages need more exercise because at this age the development of their body is a 
very essential aspect. Children first of all must be healthy. 
 
To sum up, I think that children should have their careless childhood with no responsibilities. Moreover, I 
am sure that playing helps them develop not only their bones and muscles but their ability to make 
decisions, analyze things, make conclusions, which is very good  for their future. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Watching television is bad for children. 
Use specific details and examples to support your answer. 
 
Some parents believe that watching television is bad for their children. So, they try to restrict their children 
from watching TV. However, other parents think that there is nothing bad in watching TV. Personally, I 
think that watching TV brings children only benefits unless they spend in front of TV set less then a 
couple of hours daily. For the following reasons, which I will mention bellow, I believe that television plays 
an essential role in child's development. 
 
First of all, television helps a child to extent his or her range of interests. Children can find out many new 
things and make many exiting discoveries for themselves. In addition to these practical benefits television 
improves children's vocabulary, their memory and gives them the opportunity to gain more knowledge. I 
think it is very essential for a child. Of cause, someone can say that there are plenty of different recourses 
of information such as books and teachers. But, I think, in our modern world children  must learn faster 
and use all contemporary technology in order to succeed. 
Second of all, watching cognitive programs helps children to learn more about wild life, our environment 
and about the importance of preserving our forest and wild animals that live there.  
 
Scientists say that a child should not watch TV more then 40 minutes successively. For example, my 
mother always made us have a break after watching TV more then half an hour and let our eyes rest for 
several minutes before turning on the TV again. I think it is the best solution. 
 
To sum up, I believe that television gives children and all people the opportunity to learn what can not be 
learn from books. Television and movies in particular allow people to feel the reality and see what they 
will most likely not be able to see in their lives. Personally, when I was a child I liked to watch cognitive 
programs about wild animals. Unfortunately, my family had only one TV, but these programs were the 
only ones we all wanted to watch. So, we gathered in our living room and watched them in complete 
silence and I always remember those moments with a smile on my face. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Children should begin learning a foreign 
language as soon as they start school. Use specific reasons and examples to support your 
position. 
 
Language is the best means of communication. In the modern globalization era it is not enough to be able 
to speak one language to communicate with the outside world. I strongly support the idea that children 
should begin learning a foreign language as soon as they start school. They faster become familiar with a 
strange language, improve their hearing ability to understand new words as time goes by and learn new 
words. In the following paragraphs I will list some reasons to support my position. 
 
First of all, if one wants to see outcome soon, one must start sooner. So, the early children begin to learn 
new language the better will be the result. Scientists say that a child does not confuse two different 
languages but learns them more effectively. 
 
Second of all, adults are often afraid to make mistakes when they are speaking in a new language. This 
fear is one of the biggest barriers for a person in his efforts to speak freely. Otherwise, children do not 
afraid of making grammatical mistakes because basically they just repeat words and sentences in the 
way they hear them. Also, children have a better chance to get rid of an accent. They faster get used to 
the right pronunciation and better feel the melody of a language. 
 
To sum up, I think that it is very essential for children to begin learning a foreign language in their early 
ages. It is brings many benefits such as great pronunciation. Also, it help a child develop and gain more 
knowledge which is good for a long run. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should allow students to 
study the courses that students want to study. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your opinion. 
 
The question whether high school should allow students to study the courses that students want to study 
is the one that is open for debate. Some people believe that students in high school should have the right 
to study the courses they like. However, other people disagree and stand that teenagers can not totally 
be sure what they like and what they need to know at their age. In this essay I will analyze these points 
and present my view in favor of people who believe that some courses must be required to study by 
students. 
 
From the one side, having a chance to choose what one likes to study can bring many benefits. First of 
all, a student can be better prepared for the career he likes because he can spend more time studying 
what he is interested in. Second of all, students will learn with more enthusiasm because they will learn 
what they like.  
 
From the other side, teenagers often can not completely understand what they want to do in the future. 
So, given a chance to choose, they can choose classes, which are easy to learn and do not take much 
time to study. As a result of this after graduation many students can be unprepared to enroll in 
universities and, of cause, make careers. Personally, I think that some courses such as mathematics, 
literature, writing English must be required for studying by students. This will helps them to gain more 
knowledge and experience, develop ability to think logically, improve writing skills, etc. So, students will 
be better prepared for the real world and independence life. 
 
To sum up, I think that high school should have required courses because it is essential for a student to 
have a good base for the future life. Required courses as a rule are more complicated but they give the 
opportunity for students to extend their range of interests and help them to develop many important 
characteristics such as self-confident, persistent, patience, etc. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Classmates are a more important 
influence than parents on a child’s success in school. Use specific reasons and examples to 
support your answer. 
I can not completely agree with the statement that classmates are a more important influence than 
parents on a child's success in school. In this essay I will first focus on the reasons why I agree with this 
statement and then list a few points why from my opinion in some cases is not true. 
 
From the one side, classmates have a significant influence on child's behavior and his or her success in 
school. First of all, children spend much time at school. Classmates have many things in common such as 
age, interests, homework and classes after all. So, they discuss their impressions about a new teacher, 
solve problems together, learn their homework, gain new knowledge and experience and even make their 
own discoveries. Sharing all these makes them closer. Some of them become friends and they spend 
after-school time together. In addition friends tend to copy each other's habits and manners. For instance, 
my little sister became friends with the girl who did not have good grades at school at that time. It does 
not mean she could not have better grades; she just had many friends who did not care about their 
grades. So, when they started to spend their time together and share their interests, girl's grades 
improved. They did their homework together, shared their dreams and exciting moments. From this point I 
must agree that classmates can change child’s attitude towards school. 
 
From the other side, parents have a great influence on children' success in school too. For example if 
parents show an interest in their child's progress and talk to him or her about the importance of learning I 
think their child will listen to them and do his or her best.  
 
Personally, I believe that relationships between parents and a child play an essential role in child's 
success in school. If these relationships are close and wholehearted I am sure that parents should not be 
afraid of bad influence from the outside. 
     


 








 


 


We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what are 
some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and 
specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important. 
       
A large number of people spend most of their time  at work. Our life is divided into three equal parts: 8 
hours - sleep, 8 hours - work, 8 hours - family time. So, in the most cases, one's co-worker plays an 
important role in one's life. From my opinion, the essential characteristics of a co-worker are the following. 
 
First of all, a person who works closely with me must like his job. I think it is very important for a person to 
feel satisfaction with his job. My husband is a software developer. He is fond of his job and people enjoy 
working with him because they see how many energy he puts into his job.  
 
Second of all, my co-worker must be persistent and never give up. I like when people who came across a 
problem try to solve it, find a good decision instead of looking for another person to hand it over. Another 
important aspect of this is that a good worker should always ask himself  "What can be improved?" and 
suggests new solutions. 
 
In addition, he must be a good team player. In the modern world good communication skills and the ability 
to work in a team are among the common position requirements. Personally, I think it is great to help 
each other, share new ideas, develop new solutions, etc. It helps to create a team spirit and improve a 
labor productivity. 
 
Finally, my co-worker must be punctual. He or she should finish the job on time  I think that It is 
unacceptable to make the rest of a team wait while a person finishes his or her job. Also, my "ideal 
co-worker" should always be ready to offer his or her help and be supportive. 
 
To summarize, I think if a co-worker possesses all of these qualities mentioned above he can make work 
with him really enjoyable and productive. 
 
 
 








 


 


Some movies are serious, designed to make the audience think. Other movies are designed 
primarily to amuse and entertain. Which type of movie do you prefer? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 
 
 
Different people like different types of movies. Some people like to watch a movie that makes them think.  
They prefer movies with a murder investigation or some kind of intricate plot. Other people prefer movies 
that make them laugh. Personally, I like more comedies, but sometimes my husband insists on  watching 
a fantastic or a scary movie just to diversify our repertory. 
 
Comedies make one laugh. People can just relax, buy a bottle of coda and some popcorn and enjoy 
those moments. It is a means of eliminating stress and tension. Usually, we go to the movie theatre once 
a month because in this case we always find new comedies to watch.  I like those moments when it is 
dark and one just can enjoys the actions from a large screen. 
 
I do not want to say that I do not like movies that make me think. Sometimes I really like the plot or 
performance. For example, "Traffic", a movie about drugs and young people, is very touching and topical. 
From my point of view, every family should watch this movie together and discuss the important aspects 
of it. One more example of this kind of movies is "Mister G". It is about a little boy who needed a surgery 
to live. His heart did not work properly, so a boy needed another one to survive . Basically, the movie is 
about a family that faces many difficulties and obstacles, trying to save their only child. I think that 
humankind needs such movies. First of all, they help people enjoy their life and be grateful. Second of all,  
they help people realize that they are a big family. 
 
In summary, I think that every movie must teach us be kind, strong and grateful. 
 
 








 


 


Some people say that computers have made life easier and more convenient. Other people say 
that computers have made life more complex and stressful. What is your opinion? Use specific 
reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Some people say that the invention of computers is one of the greatest humankind's inventions. However, 
other people think that computers make their life more stressful. I agree with those people who think that 
computers brought many benefits and play a very important role in our modern life.  
 
First of all, every company nowadays uses a computer to store its data and make different kinds of 
operations. It is very difficult to imagine life without computers. A company would have to store millions of 
papers and documents. Moreover, a customer would have to wait hours to check his balance or get a 
piece of information about his transactions at his bank, while an employee was looking trough those 
papers. Another important aspect of this is that people are able to type all their information, make 
corrections, print or send documents using computers. It makes life much easier. One can spend the rest 
of the time watching TV with his family or working on something new. 
 
We use computers every day sometimes even not knowing it. When we go to a store and use our credit 
cards many computers process our information and perform transactions. When we need to get some 
cash we use money access machines that are computerized too.  
 
Second of all, computers provided a great means of communication - the Internet. I think it is the most 
easiest and cheapest way to get in touch with relatives, friends, business colleagues, etc. Nowadays the 
world becomes smaller and smaller. When I was a little girl, I could not imagine that it would be possible 
to communicate with people from all around the world in so easy way. A person can get latest news, 
become friends with someone from another country, find his old friends, ask for a piece of advice, etc. 
 
Finally, in addition to these practical benefits people can shopping without leaving their house. They just 
use an Internet access, a computer and their cards to make a payment. It is kind of difficult to imagine 
that a few years ago people had to spend their time in lines buying tickets. Now, a person can choose a 
destination, company, date and time and get tickets delivered to his door. I think it is amazing. 
 
To sum up, I believe that computers made our lives easier. They change our attitude towards life. I think 
with the invention of computers people became closer and friendlier. 
 
 








 


 


It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the 
contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of 
contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your 
answer. 
 
From my everyday experience and observation I think that artists as well as scientists brings many 
benefits to society. It is a controversial question weather the contributions of artists are more or less then 
the contributions of scientists to the society. For several reasons, which I will mention bellow, I think that 
both types are valuable, priceless and irreplaceable for every society.  
 
The contributions of artists to the society are very essential. Art forms people's spiritual sense, their views 
and personalities. People learn history, the traditions of their country trough the art. We also watch 
movies that entertain and at the same time extend our range of interests.  Another important aspect of 
this is that art is an ancient means of communication. In old times people depicted the herds of 
mammoths on the walls of their caves. They performed different rituals around the fireplace asking their 
gods for health, good harvest and weather. Our language is a result of people's need to communicate. 
 
From the other side, the contribution of scientists is could not be exaggerated. All humankind is indebted 
to the scientists because of their work and achievements. Scientists make our life easier. We have cars 
and airplanes to move fast from one place to another. We have microwaves and a bunch of preprocessed 
food to make the cooking much easier. We have different devices that simplify all we do. Finally, 
scientists are making great achievements in medicine that make our life longer and happier. Nowadays 
people have a great opportunity to do many things faster by use of computers. 
 
To sup up, I believe that artists nourish our souls when scientists and technology feed our minds. So, we 
can not eliminate or underestimate one of them. 
 








 


 


Holidays honor people or events. If you could create a new holiday, what person or event would it 
honor and how would you want people to celebrate it? Use specific reasons and details to support 
your answer. 
Every country has holidays. If I could create a new holiday it would be "Day of Health". I belief that many 
countries already have this day, but I think that my day will be more beneficial because it  will be 
celebrated at the beginning of every month. In this essay I will give the reasons and outline the benefits of 
this holiday. 
 
First of all, to celebrate this day people do not have to go to a restaurant or to a movie, but they will go to 
the nearest park and celebrate it by walking, jogging, line-skating or bicycling. Some people will go to a 
fitness center or a pool. Smoking will be prohibited everywhere on this day.  Also this will be a day of 
healthy food, fresh squeezed juice and a lot of smiling faces. This day will inspire people with energy for 
the rest of the month. 
 
Second of all, people will be called to use their car as  less as possible in order to prevent the air 
pollution and to keep air fresh. Every car has a large impact on the environment. People often drive their 
car to the nearest store to buy food when they can spend 5 minutes more and get there by foot or bicycle. 
 
Finally, "Day of Health" will help people to relax, to slow down the pace of their life. Life is very stressful 
these days. People are competing for better job, companies and countries are competing for a market 
and business. So, this day will help people to enjoy the moments of their life, to leave their troubles 
behind and appreciate all they have. 
 
In summary, I belief my holiday would make people friendlier, healthier and happier.  
 
 








 


 


Describe a custom from your country that you would like people from other countries to adopt. 
Explain your choice, using specific reasons and examples. 
 
In our modern stressful world we often forget about our customs and traditions. However, I think that 
people should keep their traditions because they help to remember our forefathers and value the beautiful 
moments we have in our lives. 
 
In my country we have a great custom called "Maslenica". It is a holiday, which is celebrated at the end of 
the winter. Many people gather on the biggest square of the city and see of the winter. They say to the 
winter good-bye and ask the spring to change the winter. They celebrate the beginning of the life when 
everything starts to grow.  
 
People at this holiday bake pancakes and treat each other with them. Also, many people gathered on the 
square play different games. For example, the most well-known game "pulling a rope" subsists in that two 
teams pull a rope. The winner is the team, witch has a longer rope. Other people craw on the icy pole. 
People have fun at this holiday even if they just observe those games and do not participate. 
 
In conclusion, I am sure that "Maslenica" would benefit many countries all over the world. People have 
the opportunity to relax, leave their troubles and worries behind and have fun. Also, this holiday helps 
people to find out more about each other, communicate and meet new people. In addition to those 
practical benefits, "Maslenica" helps people to slow down their life pace and enjoy the present moments 
that are irreplaceable and beautiful. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Dancing plays an important role in a 
culture. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Dancing is one of the ancient means of communication. People of every country have their own national 
music and dances. In old times people perform special rituals to make bad spirits go away and ask gods 
for fertile soil, good harvest, health and good weather. So, dancing plays an important role in a culture. 
Moreover, dancing of a particular country reflects its traditions, customs and history. In the following 
paragraphs I will give my reasons to support my answer. 
 
First of all, the reason why dancing of a particular country is so unique because many art forms are put 
together. People need music, costumes, singers to perform, players and of cause dancers. Each of these 
art forms is unique and singular for every country. In old times people gathered to celebrate or mourn and 
every occasion had its own music and costumes. For example, ancient tribes painted their faces with ugly 
and strange patterns, put on colorful clothes and make strange movements around the fireplace. 
 
Second of all, dancing is a combination of body movements that are peculiar for every nation. People of 
different nations have different bodily movements because dancing is one of the first means of 
communication. People differently express their feelings such as happiness, sadness, joy and sorrow 
though movements of their bodies. 
 
To sum up, I think that dancing keeps people's traditions alive through the ages. 
 








 


 


Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous activities? 
Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 
 
Nowadays many people attracted to dangerous sports and other dangerous activities. From my everyday 
experience and observation I think it is a result of dramatic changes in people's life.  
 
Just imagine at old times men had to hunt for food, fight, face many challenges and obstacles. Now our 
days are quite ordinary with a cup of coffee, donut, computer, desk table and TV. Basically, we do not 
have to straggle every day for our life and we have nutritious meal without any efforts. So, all we have to 
do is to contemplate out life. However, I must confess it can be boring. All improvements created for the 
past centuries made our life easier. Nowadays people look for adventure. They want to face a challenge, 
prove themselves something, conquer the world, etc.  
 
Personally, I think that every person sees different goals in doing dangerous activities. Some people want 
to add some stress and tension to their lives. From the other side, other people want to eliminate stress 
and tension gained from their everyday lives. They can forget about all troubles and leave them behind. I 
believe that dangerous activities give one freedom, happiness, feeling of independence and tone. 
 
To sum up, I think that dangerous  sports and activities are irreplaceable in our life. Without them out life 
would be miserable and boring. 
 








 


 


Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents or other adult relatives should 
make important decisions for their (15 to 18 year-old) teenage children. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your opinion. 
 
Parents are in most cases our first teachers and friends. From my everyday experience I have to agree 
with the statement that important decisions should be made by our parents or adult relatives. In the 
following paragraphs I will give my reasons to support this statement. 
 
First of all, teenage children have the tendency to live in their own fantasies. They does not clearly 
understand the rules of a real life. When I was 18 years old I thought that the world was perfect and 
everything seemed to be simple. Teenagers are basically inexperienced, they aspire for independence 
and try to make their first steps towards  freedom. I think that it is like starting to walk when a baby needs 
its parents for support. An independent life is a big and significant part in a person's life. So, my point is 
that it is very important to make this step right. 
 
Second of all, I think that parents have right to interfere in their children's lives. They need to know what 
kind of friends their children have and how children spend their spare time. For example I had an 
eighteen years old friend who got really angry with his parents when they prohibited him to be friends with 
a young man. Somehow his parents found out that that young man was occasionally taking drugs. That 
man was dead in a year because of drug abuse. After that accident my friend thanked his parents for that 
interference. 
 
Finally, I think teenage children should be more open-minded with their parents. It will help them to make 
the right choice and avoid many mistakes. 
 
To sum up, I believe that young people should trust their parents because they wish their children only 
the best. 
 





